
Good morning, afternoon, or evening, 

My name is Anh Tran. Currently, I am one of the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Seattle. First of all, I would like to say “thank you” to Fr. 
Jim Lee and for all of your generous support in the ACA last year, be-
cause of your support Archbishop Peter Sartain was able to fun over 60 
ministries throughout the Archdiocese of Seattle. Some of these min-
istries include: the support for Catholic schools, CRS, permanent deacon 
formation, youth ministry, and arranged living situation for retired 
priests. 

A portion of ACA also goes toward the cost of educating seminarians 
of the Archdiocese. Annually, the Archdiocese of Seattle spends almost 
$35,000 annually to cover the cost of education for each seminarian. At 
this moment, we have 21 seminarians studying for the Archdiocese of 
Seattle: some of us studying at Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon, like 
myself, some study at Mundelein Seminary, Chicago, some study at 
Bishop White in Spokane, and some in the North American College in 
Rome. This is one of the many ways the ACA helps to ensure that there 
will be priests to serve the Church in the Archdiocese of Seattle in future 
years. It also creates an opportunity for the seminarians in continuing 
their call to service. 

Before going any further, I would like talk a little about me and my 
desire to the priesthood. And my vocation to the priesthood has a lot to 
do with the light of Christ, which leads me in my decision to become a 
priest. 

I am the youngest of six siblings in my family. I immigrated to the US 
with my mom at the age of 17. When I was born, my mom brought 



Catholic faith into my life. She did not only encourage but also led me to 
embrace this journey of faith. I remember when I was little, about 5 or 6 
years old, my mom woke me up and walked to Mass early in the morn-
ing. The sky was still dark, I can see all the stars, feeling the breeze oc-
casionally at times. Recalling these memories, I know that God was 
present with me, and I thank God for them because His presence to me 
moved beyond the Eucharistic celebration. The Eucharist is the light 
shining in my heart during my youth. 

Keeping our Catholic faith was not something we did, but it was a 
part of our lives. The Holy Mass was a very important celebration in my 
family. The Eucharistic prayer, especially, has reminded me of God’s 
love through his Son when Jesus told his disciples at the Last Super: 
“This is my body, this is my blood, which will be given up for you… 
My peace I give to you… Do this in remembrance of me.” These words 
are a constant reminder of God’s love in my life. The Eucharist also sus-
tains me through these years of seminary training, which germinated 
from the sacrament of reconciliation. God’s love is revealed in all 
sacraments of the Church. Sacrament of Reconciliation is another light 
Christ shines through the darkest areas of my light. In my weaknesses, 
Christ shows me the light of God’s love that destroy the darkness of my 
life and make me new.  

As a community of faith, we believe in God’s presence in the person 
of the priest and His forgiveness and love through the priest’s sacramen-
tal ministry. Therefore, I want to become a priest so that I may bring 
God’s love to others in the similar way I experience God’s love to me 
through the priesthood. I want to shed the light Christ gives me so that 
those receiving his light may know of God’s love for them. 



My vocation to the priesthood is a gift from God, and I also believe 
that it was nurtured through my mom’s guidance while growing up as a 
Catholic in Vietnam. My family is a cradle that nurtures my faith and al-
lows the love of God to fill my life.  

This year would be my 7th year studying at Mount Angel Seminary, 
and it is my 4th year studying theology. The seminary training allows me 
to cultivate the necessary skills to become an effective priest. For in-
stance, my introverted nature hinders my progress in social situations, or 
at times I may appear to be more distanced and self-reliance. The semi-
nary training provides opportunities and suitable environments to help 
me work on my social skills. The daily community lunch and dinner are 
helpful times for me to improve these skills. 

In addition, the seminary experience is where I receive God’s provi-
dential care through the support among other seminarians and the guid-
ance of the priests in the formation process. The Holy Mass continues to 
remind me of the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in the altar, and the 
Lord invites me to be with Him, to converse with Him in prayer, and to 
receive His grace in the daily celebration of the Eucharist. 

Supporting in the ACA will show this unity of each Catholic. It also 
exhibits the unity of  your parish with 150 other parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese of Seattle, and when we put our hands together in building 
God’s kingdom on earth, God will bestow on us a thousand times more 
grace than what we give. As our Lord, Jesus Christ, has said in the 
Gospel of Matthew, “To anyone who has, more will be given and he will 
grow rich” (Mt. 13:12) 



Please note that gifts of any amount are welcome. Please take a few 
moments to commit to the Annual Catholic Appeal today.  You can place 
your completed pledge envelope in the collection basket during the col-
lection of the offering. Please keep in mind that every dollar given over 
and above the parish goal is returned directly to the parish. 

I thank you in advance for your continuing generosity and commit-
ment to the Catholic Church in Western Washington.  The annual 
Catholic Appeal is the way that each of us can say from the fullness of 
our hearts: We will serve one another, working together to accomplish 
what each person cannot do alone. Please, remember to pray for the 
success of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal and for all the ministries 
that it supports. 

Thank you again for your generosity.


