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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 2)

Downtown (School Gym):  
1204 11th Ave. SE
Sunday: 10am & 5pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Monday–Thursday: 12Noon  
1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30am   
Friday: 9am 
Saturday: 9am & 5pm
Sunday: 7am, 9am & 11am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30pm (Vietnamese)
RECONCILIATION TIMES (Westside Chapel): 
Thursday: 11am | Saturday: 9:45am & 3pm

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN 
Thomas Tran
MISSION
Our mission is to place God first in all things, to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm
CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1–3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9–11am, Thur. 6:30–8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2–4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.formed.org
Made possilbe by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of April 8, 2018

Sunday Stewardship $ 3 9, 4 7 8

Online Stewardship Giving $22,890

Sunday Loose Donations $2 ,699

Holy Days $307

Youth (Little House) $234

Total Offertory Collection Received $65,608

Year to Date Received $2,622,775

www.facebook.com/ 
saintmichaelparish
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TEXT TO GIVE
(360) 523-7408
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4/16 MONDAY 

12Noon - Jonathon San Nicolas Westside

4/17 TUESDAY 

12Noon - Word & Communion Westside

4/18 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Andrew Buthorn U Westside

4/19 THURSDAY (11am Reconciliation Cancelled)

6:30am - Joelyn Brus U Westside

12Noon - Word & Communion Westside

4/20 FRIDAY  

9am - Word & Communion U Westside

10:30am - Mass at Olympic West Cancelled

4/21 SATURDAY  
(9:45am Cancelled | 3pm Reconciliation – Westside)

9am - Mass Cancelled

5pm - Trinka Harnel Westside

4/22 SUNDAY

7am - Kim Ward Westside

9am - Joann Terranova Westside

10am - Pernado Luu U School Gym

11am - Lynn Shioyama Westside

5pm - People of Saint MIchael Parish School Gym

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Alan & Sylvia Boyn 
James E. Luckey
Miguel Aquilar
David Phillips
Salvador Guerra 
Rebecca Tiegen 
Jerry Dickinson 
Lauren Jenkins 
Carmelo Scuncio 
Julijeanne Malloy 
Marge Pool 
Thelma Dean 
Bob Kelly 
Karen Cosden Harris 
Olga Zamora 
Becca Cotey 
Danny Mullan 
Ruston Paul Swan 
Johnny Pereira 
Janet Smith 
Donna Petersen 
Pia 
Glenda Pordon 
Cooper Caywood 
Dan & father 
Jessy Jacob 
Jeffery 
V. L. Patrick family 
Kathy Weaver 
Jim Vetter 
Nina Sebastian
Jason Sebastian
Pat Alder
Don Alder
Janet Vetter
Ken Vetter
Hilary Borngesser
Falicia Bores 
Jan Putnam 
Elena & Clarence Lormand 
Dudley & Mildred Pitchford 
Joseph Vecera Tenio
David Madison Rogers
Rosalina A. Bayona

Antonio Bayona
Conrado Vios 
Nora Vios 
Carey B. Tenio
Emilie T. Damian
Patrice T. Parkhurst
Randy Reyes Tenio 
Anish John 
Ray Smith 
Marilyn Vetter
Brian Lieb 
Tim Bittrick 
Eric McDonald 
Danielle Y. 
Ray 
Gary Allin 
John Baretta   
Mary Anderson 
Tami Grant 
Joy 
Teresa LaBouff & grand-
children 
Robert Clark 
Jolane Zander
AJ Paul
Matt Paul
Riley Smith
Lisa Zander 
Charles Weber 
John Wood 
Patrick O'Neill 
Mercy A. 
Lucia 
Jessy Anish 
Sandi Miller 
Ray Smith 
Jake Abrams 
Rosanne Burns
Heather Andersen
Christina S. 
Thelma Jo Herman 
Mark Reiter 
Lucille LaPalm 
Barbara Jean Smith

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

NOTICE:
The parish office will also be closed on Sundays 
beginning April 15 through September, 2018.
If you have your Intercessory Prayer Cards and would 
like to bring them in to be burned, please bring them 
to the office and leave them for Rex Yabut.
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Celebrations
Last weekend was a time of 
celebration for so many of 
Saint Michael Parish. Over 
70 of our children received 
their first Holy Communion at 
all of the weekend Masses. It 
was wonderful to have them, 
their parents and families as 
part of our Sunday commu-
nity. Dressed in their white 
gowns, suits and ties, they 
were both excited and anx-
ious as they processed in at 
the beginning of Mass. What 
a beautiful witness for all of 
us adults. I especially thank 
Liz Lyons, our Steward for 
Sacramental Preparation and 
her catechists who provided 
the formation for these chil-
dren and their parents.
There were about a dozen 
children in Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd who 
participated in a weekend 
retreat in their preparation 
for first Reconciliation on 

Saturday morning and first 
Holy Communion on Sunday 
at the 11:30 Mass. It was again 
a time of much joy and awe. 
Thank you to Mary Trotter, 
Steward for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd and her cat-
echists for the many hours of 
preparation they shared with 
the children.
At the Vietnamese Mass, 
another 14 children received 
their first Holy Communion as 
well. Thank you to Sr. Huong 
and seminarian Thomas Tran 
for teaching and preparing 
these children. Thomas told 
me he learned a lot doing 
this. What great prepara-
tion for the priesthood. Let 
us pray for Thomas as his 
time here at Saint Michael 
is quickly coming to an end. 
His last weekend with us is 
May 6/7.
Then, at the 5pm Life 
Teen Mass, Bishop Daniel 
Mueggenborg celebrated the 
sacrament of Confirmation 
with over 50 teens and 
adults. It was a joyous cele-
bration with a packed church 
and many more assembled 
in the Gathering Space. 
Bishop Mueggenborg com-
mented on the uplifting 
music and singing that made 
the Eucharist such a pow-
erful experience for him. 
Thank you to our Stewards 
for Confirmation, Jessi and 
Jamie Oakland and their cat-
echists who gave so much on 

behalf of our teens, and Liz 
Lyons for working with our 
adult candidates.
This was a wonderful way to 
transition into the closure of 
the downtown church for the 
beginning of construction 
inside.

Moving Day
The next day, Monday, we 
closed the office so that all 
the staff and a hardy group 
of volunteers could empty 
the church in preparation for 
construction. As the saying 
goes, “Many hands make 
light work.” We completed 
our task just around lunch-
time. It was amazing to see 
the worship space become 
empty. We even moved the 
piano, the organ, and the 
tabernacle. The tabernacle 
is temporarily in the St. John 
Vianney reconciliation chapel 
and is available for Eucharist 
to the sick and homebound. 
There are a few pictures 
in the bulletin and on our 
website.
The downtown church is offi-
cially closed until October 
7 at 10am when Archbishop 
Sartain will rededicate our 
new altar and sanctuary. 
Please pray for a safe and 
successful construction 
period.

New Opportunities
During this time of transition, 
it is our hope and desire that 

we reach out in hospitality 
to get to know some new 
parishioners as we celebrate 
Masses at different times and 
in different places. Please 
make an extra effort to be 
welcoming by moving to the 
middle right away when you 
sit down. This allows folks to 
see where seats are and not 
have to “crawl over you” to 
get to an empty seat in the 
middle.
We expect that there will be 
some “hiccups” and some 
things may feel awkward 
for a while. That is to be 
expected and embraced. 
Please let us be patient with 
one another as we navigate 
these first weeks. Smiles and 
extra patience will ease the 
transition.

Thank You
Once again, Fr. Cody and 
I want to thank so many of 
you for your kindness and 
thoughtfulness at Easter. 
Your cards and gifts are most 
touching and affirming. Thank 
you for your prayers for us 
as we seek to serve you in 
Jesus’ name. Fr. Cody will 
be away for the wedding of 
a good friend and then vaca-
tion time. Fr. Bill Anderson 
will be with us for the 10am. 
Mass in the gym on Sunday.
In Christ, through the inter-
cession of Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, I love you.

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor 

Tune up your bike and join your friends and parishioners in the Snohomish Ride to Defeat 
ALS to support Fr. Jim, Team Saint Michael, and ALS research and patient support. 
The ride is on July 28 and takes place on the Snohomish County Centennial Trail - safe, 
paved, and accessible! You can choose from three routes: 23, 48, and 65 miles - or you 
can cheer us on without riding if you want to simply support the team with a donation 
(any amount is appreciated). 
We've put the team together as a concrete way to show our support for Fr. Jim and all 
those impacted by this devastating disease. By raising money and awareness we move 
closer towards a treatment and a cure. Please join Team Saint Michael or make a donation 
to our team as we all work together to defeat ALS. Visit https://bit.ly/2H5tFph to sign up to ride or support our Team 
Saint Michael on the ride. All the information and FAQs are on our team website, as well as a list of team members. See 
you on the ride!
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As part of our overall renovation plan we just completed long needed sound and video 
upgrades to the school gym. Instead of a single video screen that interfered with sight-
lines during plays and other activities there are now two video screens appropriately 
positioned.
Additionally, we now have two large video projectors mounted to the ceiling instead 
of having to rely on a small portable projector. An entirely new sound system was also 
installed that will replace the small portable system that had been in use.
These new systems will enhance both school and parish events held in the gym for 
many years to come. We wish to thank Cameron Nicol, parishioner and audio visual 
engineer, for his commitment to excellence on this project and his many years of ded-
icated service to the parish.
The downtown church is now closed for its six month renovation. If you have mobility 
challenges, we will have the same process in place for receiving communion both at the Westside Chapel and the gym. 
Kindly identify yourself to the hospitality minister or the sacristan when you come in. The sacristan will note where you 
are sitting and bring communion to you. There is no designated area to sit, however sitting up front will allow you to see 
if you remain seated throughout Mass.
We will all want to sharpen our hospitality skills and move up close and to the middle when we first enter for Mass. This 
will allow the hospitality ministers to more easily do their jobs of finding seats for everyone. You’d be surprised at how 
many people stand in the back because it doesn’t look like there is room for them to sit or they don’t want to disturb 
anyone. If there are seats open on the ends of the rows it sends the message that all are welcome. Together let’s say 
“you belong here” by leaving room for others on the ends.

RENOVATION  
MASS TIMES

5PM
7AM
9AM
10AM
11AM
5PM

SATURDAY
SUNDAY
SUNDAY
SUNDAY
SUNDAY
SUNDAY

WESTSIDE
WESTSIDE
WESTSIDE
SCHOOL GYM
WESTSIDE
SCHOOL GYM

CONSTRUCTION ZONE

MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN

CHANGES TO OUR SUNDAY OFFERINGS OF MASS MINISTRY FOR CHILDREN DURING THE RENOVATION

7am – Westside No childcare

9am – Westside Childcare Provided (ages 1–5 yrs)

10am – School Gym Childcare Provided (ages 1–5 yrs)

11am – Westside No childcare

12am – School Gym Childcare Provided (ages 1–5 yrs)

Moving Day!
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SMP HAPPENINGS
APRIL 2018

Did you know that we've begun 
publishing a monthly Evangelization 
Newsletter? Just go to our newly 
overhauled homepage and sign 
up. You'll receive it in your inbox as 
soon as it's published every month!
Questions about our evangelization 
efforts? Contact Mario Villanueva at 
mvillanueva@saintmichaelparish.
org or (360) 292-7104

18 WEDNESDAY 
Grief Support starts

See full description on page 8.

17 TUESDAY 
School PTSA General 
Meeting

5:30pm in the Parish Center Multi-
puropse Room.

HELP WANTED
We are looking for someone to as-
sist with the projector and screens 
during the 10am Mass at the school 
gym during our renovation period. 
Please contact Andrew Goldstein 
at (360) 292-7140 or agoldstein@
saintmichaelparish.org

21 SATURDAY 
Parish Health 
Ministry Talk on the 

Netflix series 13 Reasons Why. 
10am in Parish Center Room 7
See page 8 for details.
Phil's Camino screening  
1pm in the Multipurpose Room
Details page 6.

Vacation Bible School registration 
is now open on the Saint Michael's 
Parish website for volunteers and 
participants!

ORDER YOUR LOGO WEAR TODAY!
Conact Bene Reece at  

(360) 292-7143 or  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

Hats, bags & aprons just $12!

SMALL GROUPS POTLUCK
May 12 in the Multipurpose 
Room after the 5pm Mass!  
Contact: Michaela Moreau • 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com
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PHIL'S CAMINO
Join us for a special screening of this 
award-winning film.
Saturday, April 21 at 1pm in the 
Mult ipurpose Room. Director 
Annie  O’ Nei l  (Walk ing the 
Camino: Six Ways to Santiago)  
will lead Q&A after the screening.
The inspiring story of Phil, a man living 
with Stage 4 cancer and dreaming 
of walking the 500 mile Camino de 
Santiago across Spain. Unable to make 
the trip, he builds a camino in the forest 
behind his house on Vashon Island, 
starts to walk, and traces his progress 
on a map. Upon reaching ‘Santiago de 
Compostela’ – without ever leaving his 
backyard – Phil gets a clean scan and 
his doctors grant him permission to miss 
one chemo treatment. He now has 28 
days to go and walk the ancient route in 
Spain. Along the way he realizes his true 
pilgrimage is the one he travels within.
A marvelous and inspiring journey of 
hope, acceptance and freedom. 

SCHOOL GALA
Come support our annual school 
SMART Auction and Gala!
To RSVP or if you are unable to attend 
but would like to donate to support our 
tuition endowment please visit our reg-
istration website at: stmikesolympia.
ejoinme.org/cincoonthesand2018
Checks can also be mailed along with 
the online Registration Form to:
St. Michael Parish School 
1204 11th Ave SE 
Olympia, WA 98501
Thank you so much for your support!  

NEW APP FEATURE
Please open our app and "favorite" 
Saint Michael Parish!
Here's Why:
You'll never miss important messages 
from us, even when you switch to mul-
tiple parishes. If you're not a regular 
SMP parishioner, you can still follow 
what's going on here. If you travel 
frequently, you can favorite more than 
one parish and switch between them 
with ease.
Here's How:
Open our app.
Tap the hamburger menu at the top 
left.
Tap “favorite”. 
That's it! SMP and any other favorites 
will always appear on a list on that 
screen.
If you haven’t downloaded our parish 
app yet, please visit: 
myparishapp.com/appstore

Life Teen: (not so) Surprise Ending – Exploring the truth of the resurrection and the significance 
it has in daily life! EDGE: We welcome you back from Spring and Easter break with a fun night!

XLT: Salt & Light- Come join the whole parish in praise & worship and adoration! 

APR. 15

APR. 22

YOUTH MINISTRY



www.saintmichaelparish.org7

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Wondering if God is calling you to the vocation of 
marriage? 
Whether you are civilly married, engaged, or dating join us for 
six weeks to discern this vocation. Imagine a wonderful Friday 
date night led by married couples who, by God’s grace and 
a lot of laughter, have come to enjoy their marriage vocation 
and want to share their secrets for a happy marriage. 
Classes run April 13 – May 18 from 6:30-8:30pm in the 
homes of presenting parishioners. 
For more information or to register, contact Elizabeth Lyons 
at (360) 292-7119 or  elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

COME WITH US!
Veneration oif the relics of St. Padre Pio on Saturday, May 
5 at St. James Cathedral
Come join thousands of our sisters and brothers from across 
the archdiocese for this special one-time event celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of St. Pio's death. 
We'll pilgrimage from Saint Michael Parish to Saint James 
Cathedral for the Mass to be celebrated by Archbishop Sartain 
at 9am, followed by an opportunity to venerate the relics of 
Saint Pio of Pietreicina until 12pm. 
We've chartered a bus for the journey. Seating is limited so 
hurry and reserve your seat for $15. 
Contact Rex Yabut at (360) 292-7115 or ryabut@saintmichael-
parish.org

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING
For those who assist others in need
This 8-hour training course gives people the tools to identify 
when someone might be struggling with a mental health or 
substance use problem and to connect them with appropriate 
support and resources when necessary. Mental Health First 
Aid is included on the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration’s National Registry of Evidence-
based Programs and Practices (NREPP).
What is mental Health First Aid?
Like CPR, Mental Health First Aid prepares participants to 
interact with a person in crisis and connect the person with 
help. First Aiders do not diagnose or provide any counseling 
or therapy. Instead, the program offers concrete tools and 
answers key questions like, “What do I do?” and, “Where 
can someone find help?” Certified Mental Health First Aid 
instructors provide a list of community healthcare providers 
and national resources, support groups and online tools for 
mental health and addictions treatment and support. 
Saturday, May 12, 8:30am–5pm in the Parish Center 
Multipurpose Room. Lunch provided by Providence St. 
Joseph Health. To register for this FREE training, email: 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
A $170 value, this course is provided at no cost through the 
generous support of Providence St. Joseph Health and the 
Archdiocese of Seattle.

A pic from the EDGE's recent service project at  
St. Vincent de Paul and Pregnancy Aid.  

Pictured: Michelle, Moriah, Morgan, and Elena
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The mission of Parish Health ministry is to promote not only physical and emotional 
health but also to offer a spiritual dimension of care, which is necessary for the support 
and comfort of souls and the healing of the whole person.  

SERIES OF TALKS
Parish Health Ministry

Paul Froelich, graduate of the US Army-Baylor University  
doctoral program in Physical Therapy will lead a talk: 

CHRONIC PAIN/FALL PREVENTION
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 AT 10 AM – PARISH CENTER ROOM 7

Learn how to prevent falls and manage chronic pain.

Questions? Contact Bene Reece at (360) 489-7634 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org

APRIL

JUNE

MARCH

MAY

Ben Larkin, Physician/Resident at Madigan Army Medical Center 
presents on types of strokes, signs/symptoms, prevention, risk 
factors, and if time allows, spine injuries

Michael Brennen presents on Netflix’s Thirteen Reasons Why: 
What every parent and grandparent need to hear

Pat McCarty will discuss some of the causes and myths of diabetes 
and obesity plus tips for losing weight and diabetes prevention

Kady Rensel presents on Palliative Care

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY TALKS
"13 Reasons Why"
Saturday, April 21 at 10am in Parish Center Room 7.   
Michael Brennan, MA, LMHC, NCC, will offer a 90-minute 
workshop reflecting on the Netflix Series “13 Reasons Why”, 
considering why it has so powerfully and negatively affected 
many of our teens and tweens. Michael will consider the mul-
titude of clinical issues the show raises and give some tools 
for adults to counteract its negative effects which include 
bullying, sexual assault, suicide, depression, and other mental 
health issues. 
This presentation is timely as the second season of the series 
was scheduled to post online March 31st.  
Talks are sponsored by Parish Health Ministry –  free and 
open to anyone. Parishioner Lori Elgin, FNP-BC, NC-BC, 
ARNP coordinates the schedule of talks. If you have ques-
tions or suggestions please contact Lori at (360) 956-1449 
or Shalomcharlie@me.com  or Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 
or breece@saintmichaelparish.org

GRIEVING? Carrying a heavy heart?
The next cycle starts Wednesday, April 18 from 6–8pm in 
Parish Center Room 6. for eight consecutive Wednesdays.
Whether present events brought grief to you or you are 
carrying the pain of grief from long ago; whether faith brings 
you support while grieving or whether grief causes your faith 
to tremble, please join us. We gather to learn about the grief 
process, to support one another, and to share our thoughts 
and feelings, sustained by our faith and enlightened by Christ. 
Please note that these meetings do not replace therapy, if 
needed. All meetings are FREE and open to anyone. No need 
to be Catholic or a parishioner to attend. 
If you wish to participate or have any questions, contact Bene 
Reece at (360) 292-7143 or breece@saintmichaelparish.org.

You are cordially invited... 

Catechist Appreciation Event
Come for dinner, faith - filled moments, and fellowship.

Location: Pellegrino's Event Center 

Address: 5757 Littlerock Rd SW 

                Tumwater, WA 98512 

Date: Saturday, April 21, 2018 

Time: 6:30pm 

RSVP By: Monday, April 9th  

RSVP To: cschmitz@saintmichaelparish.org 

CLERGY APPRECIATION BANQUET
Thursday, April 19 at Columbian Hall in Lacey. Social 
begins at 6pm; dinner served at 6:30pm.
Classic Caesar Salad with Shrimp
Tuscan Herbed Tri-Tip of Beef
Penne Pasta with Chef Sam's 
Marinara & Alfredo Sauces
Warm Breadsticks, Coffee/Tea
Dessert: Chef’s Surprise

$20 Adult advance sale, $10 Kids 7-12, 
Kids 6 and under Free

For tickets or more information, 
contact:
Mike Colosi (360) 870-5597 or W00dbutcher63@yahoo.com
Ray Patron (912) 271-8741 or raypatron09@gmail.com
Sam Pellegrino (360) 259-7337 or sam@pellegrinoscatering.com
Sacred Heart Parish Office (360) 491-0890 

To pay in advance by credit card, email John Zyrkowski 
jztecpan@aol.com or go directly to https://charityfund.
mypaysimple.com/s/clergy-appreciation-dinner
Please make checks payable to:  KofC 1643. Please con-
sider making a donation to cover a clergy member or two. 
Just add $20 per person to your check when you purchase 
your ticket. RSVP NLT April 16 with the number planning to 
attend. Seating is limited!

THANK YOU, CATECHISTS!
Saint Michael Parish has over 100 faithful catechists who 
serve in our Faith Formation ministries. 
We would like to take the opportunity to honor their hard 
work and dedication at a Catechist Appreciation Event at 
Pellegrino's Event Center beginning at 6:30pm on Saturday, 
April 21. 
If you have not received an invite to this event and would 
like to attend, please contact Caiti Schmitz at cschmitz@
saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7112.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Most Catholics today receive  Holy 
Communion each time they go to Mass, 
but that wasn't always the case. In fact, 
for a variety of reasons, many Catholics 
in the past very rarely received 
the Eucharist. Therefore, the Catholic 
Church made it a requirement  for all 
Catholics to receive Communion at 
least once per year, during the Easter 
season. The Church also urges the 
faithful to receive the  Sacrament of 
Confession in preparation for that Easter 
Communion. A long time since you had 
Reconciliation? Here are 8 tips for an 
awesome Confession:
1. Pray beforehand and do a good 

examination of conscience. In 
fact, observance of one’s  daily 
examen can prove a valuable tool 
to know oneself and even supply for 
the necessary knowledge to avoid 
the recurring of the same sins.

2. Avoid Discouragement. Even 
though one might fall frequently, 
never give in to discourage-
ment.    Some bad habits have 
possibly clung to us for decades.  
Change is often tedious, laborious 
and painful.  The key is to keep pray-
ing, working, and fighting.

3. It’s okay to bring in a list.  If it helps 
you to bring in a list, go ahead and 
do so. There are even great apps 
on smartphones that help with this. 

4. You don’t have to tell “the story 
of the sin.” There are things that 
affect the weight of the sin: Don’t 
say, ‘Father, I stole a rope,’ and 
neglect to mention that there was 
a cow attached to the rope! It 
might feel like you are rushing if 
you simply name the sin. You don’t 
need to rush, but there is something 
beautifully humble about simply 
confessing the sin without “dressing 
it up” with a story.

5. You don’t have to confess anyone 
else’s sins. It happens! In most 
cases, this is because there is some 
hurt involved but remember that 
the main purpose of Confession is 
to reveal one’s own sins, not some-
one else’s.

6. If a priest tells you that something 
isn’t a sin (that you know is a sin), 
confess it anyway. Just know that 
you confessed it the best as You 
could and let Jesus take care of it.

7. Don’t worry if you “forget your 
lines.” If you blank on how to go to 
Confession, just let the priest know. 
He is there as a representative of 
God’s love and patience. 

8. You can tell the priest how many 
people are behind you in line. 
That’s just a nice thing to do if you 
think of it. He might be going slowly 
because he isn’t aware that there 
are 20 more people in line and only 
15 minutes to go.

And, don't forget to pray for your confes-
sor before you enter the confessional!

St. Nicholas Parish in Gig Harbor is 
planning to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of Fr. Mark Guzman’s ordination 
to the priesthood on Friday, June 8. 
We begin our festivities with a Mass 
of Celebration at 6pm. Mass will be 
followed by a reception in the Parish 
Center where appetizers and desserts 
will be served. If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to (253) 851-8850 or 
email pa@stnicholasgigharbor.org. 
As a means to honor Fr. Mark and his 
service, St. Nicholas Parish has estab-
lished an “Anniversary Fund” which 
will be used to send him on a trip to 
visit Rome and other parts of Italy 
and to also address his other needs. 

Anyone considering an anniversary 
gift to Father Mark is asked to prayer-
fully consider making a donation to the 
“Anniversary Fund”. Joining together 
with others, it is our hope that we 
will be able to make this trip (hope-
fully in October) financially possible. 
Donations can be sent to:
Anniversary Fund 
c/o St. Nicholas Parish 
3510 Rosedale Street, NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
Questions? Call Jim Martz at (253) 851-
8391 or email pa@stnicholasgigharbor.
org.
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