
Hello, If you don’t already know me, my name is Ryan Hart. I’m 14, a 

freshman at Pope John Paul II High school, and a graduate of last year’s 

class at St. Michaels School. I was invited to come here today to talk 

about a pretty touchy subject. Your hard earned money. Now I know 

for most people this is a hard thing to talk about. So I thought I’d start 

out by telling you all how many others and I have already benefited 

from the annual Catholic appeal. 

 

I attended Saint Michael School Kindergarten through 8th grade. Nine 

years in all. It was clear from the beginning that God was put first. I still 

remember my very first test at St. Mikes in Kindergarten. It was a 

prayer test of the sign of the cross and to this day I’m still embarrassed 

that I went “Father, Son, Holy Spirit” going right to left instead of left to 

right. For the record, I never made that mistake again. 

 

The school has been a wonderful part of my life as I have really spent 

half of my life there. I made amazing friends. More than half I’m still 

with because they wanted to continue their Catholic Education at Pope 

John Paul II High school. The teachers are the best of the best, and Fr. 

Jim and Father Cody come in quite often (added bonus, you get to see 

Fr Cody do way more backflips), but most importantly I understand so 

much more of my beautiful faith. 

 

As I slowly got older, I got a deeper understanding of our Lord. I went 

from, learning the sign of the cross in Kindergarten, to learning to 

confess my sins and receive communion in second grade. After that I 

become an altar serve in fourth grade, and finally started to go to 

adoration in middle school. Thanks to the Saint Michael Parish and 



School I now feel like a strong Catholic. The school provided me with 

the rock, a deeper understanding of my faith and a relationship with 

Jesus Christ, that I built my house on. The church is my house of faith 

but the school provided me a good sturdy rock to build it on.  In other 

words, the school provided me with a firm foundation to grow in my 

faith as a young catholic. 

 

Now I know that this sounds like an advertisement for the school. But 

keep in mind that lots of this isn’t possible without the annual Catholic 

appeal. Kids are given help with their education through Financial aid. 

In fact, in some parts of the world, the Catholic Church provides the 

only education, health care and social services available to people. 

Some of this work, is made possible through the generosity of people to 

the Annual Catholic Appeal. I also benefited from the generosity of 

others for the first couple of my years at Saint Michael School. 

 

Without your donations, St Michaels School would not be what it is 

today. 

 

The school really really kick started me to want to pursue other areas of 

my faith which led me to Edge and Life teen. Both of which aren’t 

benefited by the ACA, but retreats and other mission work are funded 

by ACA rebates. One of which is YMP or Youth Migrant Project.  YMP is 

a weeklong mission trip up in Skagit Valley where our we got to go out 

and work with the Migrant farmworkers. Some of which were younger 

than I was. My experience with YMP was one like no other. I got to go 

out and experience a tiny sample of what it was like to be working in 

the blazing sun at such a young age. Through that suffering I was able 



to learn to love God so much more and to be thankful for all that I have, 

and I’m pretty sure Fr. Jim knows just how eye opening it is, as he was a 

Marynoll priest in Africa. 

 

So now that I’ve told you how I and many others have benefited from 

your contributions, I’m here to ask to start or continue your pledge. It 

honestly can be as simple as a dollar a day. If you already have been 

making a contribution, maybe you could take a step this year and 

increase it. Our goal is estimated at $299,000, and It isn't going toward 

one specific project but every dollar given over and above our goal is 

returned in the form of a rebate that goes toward our parish project. 

Those projects being St Vincent De Paul, Renovation, and New Youth 

Initiatives such as the ones I mentioned earlier. 

 

The theme this year is a future full of hope, and thanks to all of you, my 

peers and I have been given that gift. Many people have told me that I 

should look into the priesthood and I don’t know if that’s quite for me, 

but I’m definitely open to it. And If I choose to go down that path, I’m 

glad that you all have opened that door for me. Thank You. 

 


