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  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 03-25-18 

 Our sacred journey has begun. 

 Through Sacred Scripture and sacred symbol, Holy Mother Church 
invites us into the sacred mystery of our salvation – into the very heart of 
God – into love, eternal, total, absolute love – into the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Christ. 

 Holy Week is overwhelming. It bursts with liturgy and symbols to 
lead us ever deeper into the sacred mystery of our faith. 

 Do not let this week be just another ordinary seven days filled with 
frenetic activities, noise, distractions and social media. Let this week be 
different. Enter into this Holy Week with your whole heart and soul, mind 
and body. 

 No matter how your Lent had been so far, allow yourself to enter into 
this week intentionally focused on the sacred mysteries of Jesus’ Passion, 
Death and Resurrection. 

 Allow yourself to be overcome by Jesus’ self-emptying as he washes 
the feet of his disciples. 

 Allow yourself to enter into Christ’s willingness to accept the cruelest 
sort of death with all its shame and abandonment.  

 Allow yourself to believe that, like Jesus, we can trust completely in 
the saving love of God the Father. 

 Allow yourself to be overwhelmed that Christ crucified reveals that 
nothing, no loneliness or rejection, no humiliation, no pain, no disability or 
tragedy, not even death itself, is more powerful, more valuable or more vital 
that the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 Please, make every attempt to gather for Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Easter Vigil. Rearrange your schedule, shut off the media, let go of 
getting things done and enter into the drama of God’s love for us. 
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 Let us do what Mary, Jesus’ mother and her faithful women 
companions did. Let us simply stand with Jesus at the foot of his cross and 
experience all the horror of sin and the victory of love over death. 

 I close with these words of St. Jane Francis de Chantal: 

 “We are going to commemorate the passion of our Savior; let us strive 
to prepare ourselves for it by great purity of heart. We shall see him, during 
this coming holy week, on the tree of the cross, consumed for love of us, 
opening his heart to place us there in.” 

 


