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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford
SEMINARIAN 
Thomas Tran
MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Wed & Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

GET IT AT: saintmichaelparish.org
Made possilbe by your generous stewardship.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received on Dec. 24 & 31, 2017 (combined)

Sunday Stewardship $74,556

Online Stewardship Giving $47,466

Sunday Loose Donations $4,871

Holy Days $27,082

Youth (Little House) $475

Total Offertory Collection Received $155,449

Year to Date Received $1 ,670,000

www.facebook.com/ 
saintmichaelparish
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TEXT TO GIVE
(360) 523-7408
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1/8 MONDAY 

12noon - Joseph Andy Nguyen U Red Mass

1/9 TUESDAY 

12noon - Kathy Strahm U

1/10 WEDNESDAY

12noon - Ruth Langen U

1/11 THURSDAY 

12noon - Legion of Mary

1/12 FRIDAY

9am - Jacinto Neri U

1/13 SATURDAY

9am - Mary Anne Pitchford

5pm - Ann Rook U

1/14 SUNDAY

7:30am - Deceased Members of 
Kelley-DeSimone Family U

8:30am - Andrew Buthorn U Westside

9:30am - Winifred Monahan U

10:30am - Andrew Buthorn U Westside

11:30am - Albertina Espinoza U

5pm - People of Saint Michael Parish

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

TRAVELING?
 For nationwide Mass times and locations, 
call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) 

or visit www.masstimes.org

Diane Larson Brooks 
Armando Fernandes 
Jack Ardner 
Matthew Krug 
Ryan Swan 
Alacia 
Joe McGlothlan 
Hector Sanchez 
Eric McDonald 
Breanna Taylor 
Amanda Brown 
Joseph Frank 
Fr. Mike McDermott 
Eric McDonald 
Andrew McAlister 
Kent Hutchinson 
Joan Cross 
Chi & Lan Nguyen 
Jan Putnam 
Gerry McLaughlin 
Ann Rook 
Rahul Dusane 
Jolane Zander 
Lisa Zander 
Bill Wiskirken 
Florence Sullins 
June Merritt 
Robert Clark 
Jean Clare 
Shantell Rodriguez 
Janette Akehurst 
Rosanne Burns 
Bruce & Betty Davidson 
Maryann McLaughlin 
Tami Grant 
CJ Olsen 
Mary Anderson 
Doris Diehl 
Kathleen Trepanier 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Timea 
Lori Preuss 
V. L. Patrick family 
Ida Heger 

Marge Pool 
Paul Schumacher 
Laurie Bassett 
Van Thi Thu Nguyen 
Huy Phu Hang 
Terry Tallman 
Constance Roy 
June Francis 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bill Wilcox 
Amy Pulido 
Lisa Schramm 
Rita Rutigliano 
Pati Leininger 
Jeana & Michael Knight 
Mariah Farmer-Grace 
Rudy Enriquez 
Ed Swan 
Ron Rebers 
Dorene Naccarato 
Grace & Bob 
Mary Flury 
Ernie Ang 
Thelma Ang 
Marty Bucklin 
Ingrid Turner 
Tiff Barrett 
Carmelo Malkasian 
John 
Laura Hackstadt 
Stacy Spears 
Whitney Leckenby 
Ron Ragan
Tom Ragan
Theresa Ragan 
Patricia Lee Cody 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Eldrich Saldhana 
Florence Mims 
Alan & Sylvia Boyn 
James E. Luckey
Miguel Aquilar
David Phillips
Salvador Guerra

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.
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Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

PASTOR'S NOTEBOOK: 1/7/2018 – THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

“A shining star…”
In just two short, yet very 
filled weeks, we have trav-
eled with Mary and Joseph 
to Bethlehem for the birth of 
Jesus; we have witnessed 
the shepherds and angels 
announcing his arrival; 
Simeon and Anna prophesied 
his role at his Presentation 
in the Temple; and now the 
Magi from the East arrive 
with their gifts for THE gift – 
Emmanuel, God-with-us.
While the rest of the world 
has already moved on from 
celebrating the mystery of 
Christmas, the Incarnation 
of God made flesh, we linger 
and relish the sweetness and 
challenge of these mysteries. 
There is so much to ponder. 
Like Mary, who “treasured 
all these things in her heart,” 
so too are we invited by 
the Church to reflect on the 
immensity of these mysteries 
and to linger as long as we 
can at the crèche. For some, 
this will lead us through a 
40-day journey to the feast of 

the Presentation on February 
2. I’m hoping our Christmas 
tree will be able to make the 
journey this year. For some 
reason, I want to continue to 
celebrate the awesome gift 
of Jesus Christ who came “for 
you and for I,” as the carolers 
sing.

Red Mass 
Please join us this Monday, 
January 8, the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord for a 
“Red Mass.” This Mass rec-
ognizes and celebrates the 
legal profession’s vital role 
in promoting justice and 
peace through their work for 
the common good. The Red 
Mass is a tradition dating 
back to 13th century England, 
when both priests and judges 
wore robes in the color of 
the ecclesiastical seasons 
and events. The color red 
is worn for this Mass as a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit and 
of our call and commitment 
to social justice in our work 
and endeavors on behalf of 
society and the benefit of all.
Mass is at noon in the down-
town church.

Faithraising Campaign
On Thursday we mailed our 
first Faithraising Campaign 
follow-up newsletter. If you 
did not receive a copy, there 
are extras in the Good News 
stands or at the parish office. 

I thank you for your incredi-
ble generosity and all of the 
sacrifices you have made on 
behalf of the parish. If you 
need more information about 
the Faithraising Campaign 
and the renovations we are 
undertaking, please check 
out the parish website or 
give Michelle Clinton or John 
Grausam a call at the parish 
office. Thank you for your 
generosity.

Thank you…
On behalf of Fr. Cody and 
the entire parish and school 
staffs, I thank you for your 
many expressions of kind-
ness, support and holy day 
greetings. Your cards, cook-
ies, candies, fruits and other 
various gifts mean so much 
to us. We are so very grate-
ful. Because we received 
such an abundance of gifts, 
we have shared some, put 
others in the freezer to enjoy 
at a later date when the grey 
days of winter can use an 
infusion of Christmas cheer, 
and some were enjoyed soon 
after they arrived. Sometimes 
the break room seemed like 
Santa’s workshop as we hov-
ered over the latest gifts with 
shouts of joy and “Oh, I love 
this!” as crumbs fell from our 
lips.
With deep gratitude for each 
and every one of you.

"On behalf of Fr. Cody 
and the entire 

parish and school staffs, 
I thank you for your many 
expressions of kindness, 
support and holy day 
greetings. Your cards, 
cookies, candies, fruits 
and other various gifts 
mean so much to us. We 
are so very grateful."

1019 parishioners have responded. 
$4,271,592 has been pledged. 
$1,376,575 has been collected.

AS OF 
JAN. 2
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Who am I to Judge: 
Responding to Relativism with Logic and Love

In an age in which preference has replaced morality, many 
people find it difficult to speak the truth, afraid of the 
reactions they will receive if they say something is right 
or wrong. Using engaging stories and personal experi-
ence, Edward Sri helps us understand the classical view of 
morality and equips us to engage relativism, appealing to 
both the head and the heart. Learn how Catholic morality 
is all about love, why making a judgment is not judging 
a person's soul, and why, in the words of Pope Francis, 
"relativism wounds people." Topics include:  
• Real Freedom, Real Love • Sharing truth with compassion  
• Why "I disagree" doesn't mean "I hate you"
Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am, Parish Center Room 6. 
Starting on January 4 for an 8 week study.
Register: www.saintmichaelparish.org/learn/bible-study

Contact: elyons@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7119 
Adult Confirmation Class
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 pm. Parish Center, Room 7 
Runs January 4-April 12, 2018
Register:  www.saintmichaelparish.org/sacraments/
confirmation/adult-confirmation
Contact: elyons@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 292-7119 
Together in God's Love
A Catholic Preparation for Marriage

Saint Michael Parish offers an enjoyable preparation pro-
cess for the Sacrament of Matrimony for those discerning 
marriage, engaged, or civilly married couples. The gath-
erings take place in the home of parishioners creating 
a relaxing atmosphere for greater connection between 
couples. Married couples who understand the realities of 
marriage give presentations on: 
•  Sacrament of Marriage
•  Communication 
•  Theology of the Body 
•  Domestic Church (Practical tips for a faith filled family)
•  Finance & Stewardship 
Fridays, April 13-June 1, 6:30-8:30 pm  
Register: www.saintmichaelparish.org/sacraments/
marriage 
Contact: acasad@saintmichaelparish.org or (360) 
292-7127 

adult
PROGRAMS AT SMP

CONSECRATION TO 
JESUS THROUGH THE 
IMMACULATE HEART OF 
MARY
You are invited to join us 
in making a transformative 
journey into the loving and 
maternal heart of Our Blessed 
Mother.
This 6-week program offers 
insights on Mary’s role in the 
Church from Marian experts 
Saint John Paul the Great, 
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, Saint 
Louis de Montfort, and Saint 

Teresa of Calcutta. It ends with your Consecration to Jesus 
through Mary – a beautiful ceremony to be held on Saturday, 
March 3, 2018. Come and experience what Saint Louis de 
Montfort calls “...the surest, easiest, shortest and the most 
perfect means to becoming a saint.”
Classes will be held Monday mornings, 10 am to Noon at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Lacey beginning January 22.
Advance registration is required. To register or for more 
information, call Jolene Jackson (360) 888-0712 or Jeanne 
Wittman (360) 359-3872

INFORMATION NIGHT ON MARRIAGE NULLITY
Have you or someone you know had a marriage end in civil 
divorce? Would you like more information on the Church pro-
cess in addressing a prior marriage?
On Tuesday, January 23 at 6:30 pm in Parish Center Room 7, 
Cecilia Brennan, J.C.L. will present the Church’s teaching on 
marriage and its key elements. The different kinds of cases 
and reasons for nullity of a marriage will be explained as well 
as the process to begin a case at Saint Michael Parish. We 
will discuss some of the myths surrounding declarations of 
nullity and you will have an opportunity to meet the advocates 
provided by the parish to assist those approaching the Church 
through the process. All are welcome.
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SMP HAPPENINGS
JANUARY 2017

8 Red Mass

12pm  
Downtown Church

A tradition dating back to the 13th 
century, the Red Mass recognizes 
the legal profession's role in 
promoting peace and justice for the 
common good.

11 Infant Baptism Class

1-2pm  
Gathering Space

Contact Elizabeth Lyons to register 
at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@
saintmichaelparish.org

15 Wisdom & Works of 
Mercy

10-11:30am  
Parish Center Room 7

9 Prime Timers Potluck

1-2pm  
Gathering Space

Bring a main dish, salad, or dessert 
to share. Mario & Jane Villanueva 
will present a pilgrimage slide show. 
All parish seniors  are welcome! 
Hispanic Ministry Mass & 
Reception

7-9pm  
St. Joseph Chapel & Gathering 
Space
Join us for Mass in Spanish, followed 
by a reception.

14 SVDP Collection

All Weekend Masses 

Your donations to 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
help people stay in their home and 
maintain their medical prescriptions. 
Donations can also be delivered 
directly to SVDP during office 
hours 1-3pm, Wed & Fri. Thank you!

With humor, compassion, and clarity, 
renowned preacher and retreat director 
Fr. Larry Richards illuminates how the 
true joy of Christmas is found in the gift 
of Jesus Christ to the world.
Be inspired to better recognize, receive, 
and respond to God’s immense love 
for us by listening to this powerful 
Lighthouse Talk on FORMED. Don't yet 
have FORMED? Just visit our website!

13 CGS Sheepfold 
Training

8am-5pm  
Downtown Campus

 Contact Elizabeth Lyons to register 
at (360) 292-7119 or elyons@
saintmichaelparish.org
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EDGE LIFE TEEN

January 7: White elephant party! Come and 
join us as we celebrate the Epiphany with 
games and food! Please bring a wrapped 
gift to this night. 

January 14: Respond- a night on faith. 
What is faith? What does it mean to have 
faith? Come join us as we play some games 
and learn about our Creator with a special 
speaker!

January 7: Hawaiian Christmas Social! 
Wear your best luau clothes for a night of 
fun and games.

January 14: Mary's Fiat. What does the 
Blessed Virgin Mary's "yes" mean for us 
and our salvation?

Everyone who feels like the Christmas 
season went too fast and dislikes 

taking decorations down, behold! We 
can keep our nativity and tree up for few 
more days! Traditionally, Catholics keep 
the Nativity scenes up and do not take 
down Christmas trees and other dec-
orations until  January 7, the day 
after Epiphany. 
We all know that Christmas officially 
begins on Christmas Eve, but when 
does Christmas officially end? The 
answer gets a bit complicated.
On January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany 
(in most places in the U.S. the feast is 
transferred to the Sunday between 
January 2 and January 8), the Church 
celebrates the biblical event when the 
Magi, also called the Three Wise Men or 
Three Kings, traveled from the East to 
pay homage to the newborn King, Jesus 
Christ.  Many believe that this is the date 

when the Christmas season officially 
ends, being the end of the traditional 
Twelve Days of Christmas.

However, according to the Catholic litur-
gical calendar, Ordinary Time doesn’t 
officially begin until the Monday after 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
which (usually) falls on the Sunday after  
Epiphany. This means that the Christmas 
season actually extends beyond the 
popular Twelve Days of Christmas.

This year we have a unique situation. If 
Epiphany is transferred to the Sunday 
that falls on January 7, then the Feast 
of the Baptism of Jesus is celebrated on 
Monday the 8th instead of the follow-
ing Sunday. So, this year, Ordinary Time 
begins on the Tuesday after Epiphany. 

Confused? Get more info at: 
www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/
does-christmas-end-on-epiphany

Fr. Jim and Bill Butthorn cut the tree for 
the rectory. Good choice Fr Jim! What a 
nice tree you've got!

e·piph·a·ny
ə'pifənē/
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PROCLAIM THE WORD OF GOD!
We're looking for Lectors for the 10:30 and 11:30am or 5pm 
Masses on Sundays. 
Come find out more at a discernment/training session: 
Monday, January 22, 6- 7:30pm in the Gathering Space.
We begin with prayer, some theology about proclaiming the 
Word, the importance of this ministry for the church, and the 
practical training you will need to perform in this role. This 
session will help you discern if this ministry is for you.
To be a lector in the Archdiocese of Seattle you must be a con-
firmed Catholic. Teens may read at the 5pm Life Teen Mass. If 
married you must have been married by a priest or deacon. 
At Saint Michael Parish we also ask that you are partners in 
the mission. This means you attend Mass weekly, frequent 
the sacraments, are committed to spiritual growth, contribute 
financially to the mission and ministries of the parish, and have 
a sacrificial giving pledge card on file.
If you are NOT already serving in liturgical ministry ( Eucharistic 
Minister, choir member, altar server, or hospitality minister) 
please call the parish office at (360) 754-4667 or email Bob 
Glenn at bglenn@saintmichaelparish.org to register for this 
session. It is very important to RSVP as there is preparation 
beforehand!

SMALL GROUP AT THE OLYMPIA CENTER
We are starting a new series of small group meetings 
at the Olympia Center (222 Columbia St. NW) from 
10-11:30am every Friday. We will pray with Lectio and 
Visio Divina, learn, and discuss the lives of saints. Cradle 
Catholic or not, registered at SMP or not, wherever you 
are in your faith journey, you are invited! 
For questions and if interested. please contact Michaela 
Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com..

FACILITATOR REGISTRATION WEEKEND! 
Become a Small Group facilitator. 
This Lent, the Scriptures will reveal how Jesus enlightened his 
small group. And, he can enlighten yours, too! Small Groups 
will gather for six weeks in Lent to share God-sightings, reflect 
on Sunday Scriptures with Lectio Divina, and share fellowship, 
laughs and prayer. Consider being a facilitator! It’s as simple 
as H-O-S-T: 
H - Have a heart for your faith community. 
O - Open your home for six weeks with a caring, warm 
atmosphere. 
S - Serve your group by facilitating. Format, materials and 
training provided. 
T - Tell a few friends, pew mates, or a new parishioner about 
your group. Choose the day, time and location and invite them 
to join. Or we can plug members into your group. 
Learn more and register online at saintmichaelparish.org/ 
learn/small-groups. 
Dates for Advent Session: 
Jan. 17 - Facilitator commitment date 
Jan. 20 - Member sign-ups open  
Jan. 27 - Facilitator training  
Feb. 12 - Session begins  
Mar. 24 - Session ends 
Contact: Michaela Moreau at smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

RESOLUTIONS: POPE FRANCIS' SUGGESTIONS
Here are some ideas Pope Francis shared in 2015 with Vatican 
employees, mostly lay people with families. We do not work 
at the Vatican, but these are good ideas for all of us!
Take care of your spiritual life, your relationship with God, 
because this is the backbone of everything we do and every-
thing we are.

Take care of your family life, giving your children and loved 
ones not just money, but most of all your time, attention and 
love.

Take care of your relationships with others, transforming your 
faith into life and your words into good works, especially on 
behalf of the needy.

Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of offensive 
words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.

Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of forgiveness, forgiving 
those who have hurt us and medicating the wounds we have 
caused others.

Look after your work, doing it with enthusiasm, humility, com-
petence, passion and with a spirit that knows how to thank 
the Lord.

Be careful of envy, lust, hatred and negative feelings that 
devour our interior peace and transform us into destroyed 
and destructive people.

Watch out for anger that can lead to vengeance; for laziness 
that leads to existential euthanasia; for pointing the finger at 
others, which leads to pride; and for complaining continually, 
which leads to desperation.



www.saintmichaelparish.org 8

"Many Journeys, One Family" – January 7-14
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the United 
States has celebrated National Migration Week, an opportu-
nity for the Church to reflect on the circumstances confronting 
immigrants, refugees, children, and human trafficking survi-
vors. This year's theme, "Many Journeys, One Family," draws 
attention to the fact that all of our families have a migration 
story: some recent and others in the distant past. Regardless 
of where we are and where we came from, we remain part of 
the human family and are called to live in solidarity 
with one another.

Saint Michael Parish is pleased to provide an informational 
clinic with a local immigration attorney scheduled for Monday, 
January 15, 6-8:30pm in Gathering Space Room 3. This clinic 
will provide assistance to those seeking information about 
immigration matters, including 20 minute appointments avail-
able with an immigration attorney. These sessions are brief 
so please be prepared with any documents needed that will 
assist the attorney to answer your questions.  
Please call the parish office to schedule an appointment at 

(360) 754-4667. Please let us know if you 
need interpretation assistance.
La Parroquia de Saint Michael  se com-
place en proporcionar una clínica 

informativa con un abogado de inmi-
gración local y está programado 
para el lunes, 15 de enero de 
2018 de las 6-8:30pm en la sala 
3 del Espacio de reunión. Esta 
clínica brindará asistencia a 

quienes buscan información 
sobre asuntos de inmigración. 

Habrá citas de 20 minutos con un 
abogado de inmigración. Estas ses-

iones son breves, así que prepárese 
con cualquier documento que ayude al 

abogado a responder a sus preguntas.

Puede llamar a la oficina de la parroquia 
para programar una cita al (360) 754-4667. 

Si necesita asistencia con la interpretación, 
infórmenos cuándo llama a su cita.

Are you bilingual? In what languages? Are you willing to be 
called upon to help with interpretation from time to time? Are 
you interested in teaching your language to others?  
A language bank is being developed to serve our parishioners 
and others in our community. If interested, please call the 
parish office at (360) 754-4667.

Below is a poem written by one of the inmates 
at the Thurston County Jail in gratitude for the 
cookies and socks that parishioners donated 
for their annual Christmas pro-
gram. Thank you!
Turn A New Leaf-
“I can’t believe the way I’ve 
been living my life, 
Grudge, discontent, resent-
ment, full of strife. 
I’m tired of living full of sorrow and 
grief, 
So I’m learning to walk with Jesus, I’m 
turning a new Leaf! 
And truly know what it means to repent, 
I’ve never been so free and completely content. 
He has filled me with love, happiness and joy. 
I can’t wait to show the world, mom and dad their new baby boy. 
I pray he keeps me strong and walking his way, 
Because I’m so eager to learn all He has to say. 
His grace is amazing he shed upon thee! 
He shed it for you too, not only me! 
So I pray for the lost, someday to believe, 
And learn to walk with Jesus and turn a new Leaf.” 
Amen

SHARE THE JOURNEY: NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEKSHARE THE JOURNEY: NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK IMMIGRATION CLINIC

IN GRATITUDE

LANGUAGE BANK

JOURNEY of the HEART  
MISSION TRIP – SAVE THE DATE!

This is an all-parish trip to the Espíritu Santo Center in Juarez, MX – for 
families, singles, and mature teens who want to make a difference. 

APRIL 22-28, 2018 – Contact the parish office to sign up.

Cost is $630. Installment arrangements and financial aid are available.
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My most inspirational experience on our  
pilgrimage to Italy – oh my, where to begin – 

there were so many! I keep running visions and 
feelings in my head and I wish I was still there. 
So I will pick one, but the entire pilgrimage was 
truly a blessing and my faith is on fire for more 
and more experiences. 

Here we go for my most emotional, inspiring 
day. We began our day at Monte Sant’ Angelo.  
We explored one of the most celebrated 
shrines of early Christianity – the Grotto of St. 
Michael the Archangel. So many popes and 
saints have prayed at this grotto and now 
we were here to do the same. My mind kept 
thinking of St. John XXIII and St. John Paul 
II kneeling there and praying for protection 
and guidance. I didn’t want to leave, because 
I felt such peace and contentment.

Our next stop was in San Giovanni Rotondo, and 
Fr. Jim and Deacon John celebrated Mass in the sanctuary of Padre Pio, includ-
ing the old church and crucifix where he first received the stigmata in 1918, as well as 
Padre Pio’s tomb. I was able to visit and touch the confessional (it was behind glass, but 
I pretended I was touching it) where Padre Pio would hear confession, sometimes up 
to 16 hours a day. I could actually visualize him sitting patiently, guiding and 
praying for each confessor, directing them on their journey 
toward God.

         Our group was ushered into a small room 
where a monk from India, who spoke 
fluent English, shared a very beautiful 
video of Padre Pio’s life. Padre Pio’s smile 
would brighten anyone’s day. We had a 

chance to ask questions and I was 
numb – there were so many things 

I wanted to ask, but for once in my 
life, I couldn’t utter a word.

I thought this was such a wonderful opportunity for us to expe-
rience and learn so many things about Padre Pio. He died in 

1968 – the same year my sweet Jimmy and I got married as 
young kids.

             – Shirley Mott

Pilgrimage to Italy
...Part 1


