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4th Sunday of Advent – 12-24-17 

 Gabe, this is huge, way huge. I can’t mess this up. This would not be 
good. 

 Holy cow, not good? It would be tragic, epically tragic. 

 Remember Zachariah? You had good news for him but he started 
asking too many questions. Things were getting out of hand and I had to 
muzzle him or he would have spilled the beans and messed it all up. 

 What else could I do? Oh, well. 

 But this time it has to be different.  

 How am I going to get Mary’s attention? I don’t want to just burst in 
on her. I don’t want lots of people around. Let’s do a couple of dry runs. 

 “Excuse me, Mary. Hello there. It’s me, Gabriel. I’m an archangel sent 
from heaven by God. No, no stop screaming. Hmm, maybe not the best 
approach. 

 How about, “Yo, Mary. How you doing sister!” Hmm, I could see the 
clay pots come flying my way. Not good. 

 Maybe I should just do what God asked me. Be direct. Okay, here 
goes. 

 “Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with you.” 

 “Whoa, wait a minute Mary, do not be afraid. Oh no, don’t be 
frightened because you have found favor with God. 

 “Honest. Truly. Totally. If only you knew how favored you are, how 
loved you are, how cherished you are by God. Really, it is so overwhelming 
– and so too is everyone else but they mostly don’t get it. But you can help 
them. 

 “So give me a few and let me tell you the plan… 
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 “You will conceive in your womb and have a baby boy and his name 
is Jesus which means ‘Yahweh saves’ because that’s what he’ll do for 
everyone. 

 “But wait there’s more…He will be great and he will be called Son of 
the Most High. 

 “But wait there’s more…God will give him the throne of David, and 
he’ll rule over the house of Jacob, and he’ll fulfill all the hopes of Israel, 
and, and, wait there’s more…his kingdom will have no end! Awesome, no?” 

 “Oh, a good question.” 

 God told me the answer to this one. What is it? We angels are spirits, 
we don’t do the human thing.  What is that again?  

 Oh yeah, that’s it. 

 “Oh Mary, this is so awesome. The Holy Spirit will come upon you – 
whoa that is going to be so over the top – and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you and you will conceive. You’ll become pregnant with a 
child that will be holy and will be the Son of God.” 

 “I know this must sound crazy, but you know your old cousin 
Elizabeth who has been barren all her life, well she has been pregnant for six 
months now. You know that right? And Zachariah, well, that’s another story 
for another time. 

 “Well anyway, Mary, I can tell you from inside experience, nothing is 
impossible for God. Nada. Nothing. Honest. Trust me on this one.” 

 God told me to be patient. Not too push too hard, that she had to make 
the decision. It was her free will, the best gift God said he gave to humanity 
if used rightly. 

 “What? What was that? Really? YES?" 

 “Mary, you’re the best. Got it. I’ll tell Him!” 
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 “Oh yes! Yes! Really, NOTHING is impossible for God! How did he 
pull that on off? Sweet. There’s going to be a party. Whoa ho! Yes. Yes…”


