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3rd Sunday of Advent – 12-17-17 

 I suspect we all know the beautiful, traditional Advent hymn “O, 
come, O come Emmanuel.” 

 The refrain is, “Rejoice! Rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee O 
Israel.” Let’s practice the first two words of the refrain. “Rejoice! Rejoice!” 
Please sing those two words after each of my questions, okay? 

 Now, show of hands: how many of you have been baptized? “Rejoice! 
Rejoice! 

 How many of you have been confirmed? “Rejoice! Rejoice! 

 How many of you have been sacramentally married in the Catholic 
Church? “Rejoice! Rejoice!” 

 How many of you have ever received the sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick? “Rejoice! Rejoice!” 

 How many of you have ever received the sacrament of 
Reconciliation? “Rejoice! Rejoice!”  

By the way, we are have special hours this coming Friday from 5:00 
p.m. until we are done. Fr. Cody, Fr. Paul and I will be Downtown this 
Friday. Please take advantage of this opportunity. 

 Every time you have received a sacrament, especially Baptism and 
Confirmation, you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 Now listen once again to our first reading as if spoken to you 
personally: 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me. 
The Lord has sent me to bring glad tiding to the poor, 
To heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives and release to prisoners,  
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To announce a year of favor from the Lord 
And a day of vindication (victory) by our God. 
I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the joy of my soul.” 

 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, upon you! Do you believe 
this? Do we live like this? 

 Listen to the opening lines of the gospel: 

“A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but came to testify to the light.” 

 John was filled with the Holy Spirit. He was anointed by God to be 
prophet who would bridge the Old Testament promises with their fulfillment 
in the person of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, the Word made flesh. 

 My sisters and brothers, this is our mission as well – to testify to Jesus 
Christ. We have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, God’s own Spirit, to 
testify to Jesus who is the Way, the Truth and the Life – the Light of the 
world, the one who conquers the darkness of sin and evil. 

 This is why St. Paul cries out: 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give 
thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do not 
quench the Holy Spirit.” 

 The world, meaning that which is not of God, does not want you 
rejoicing or praying or testifying. 

 The world wants to quench the Holy Spirit within you. 

 The world doesn’t want you rejoicing, full of joy and gratitude. 
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 The world wants you full of discontent, dissatisfaction, misery and 
incompleteness so as to stir up cravings for things that will bring only 
momentary and false happiness. That’s exactly what advertising does and 
what marketing is all about.  

 That’s what dishonest, evil and corrupt leaders of all kinds do. They 
breed on discontentment, fear, anger, jealousy, envy, strife, dissatisfaction, 
prejudice, blame, shame, rivalry, outbursts of fury and rage, sexual 
aberration, as well as abuse of power through whatever means they can grab. 

 Evil wants to quench and kill the Spirit of God. It’s not merely the 
momentary Grinch or the Scrooge in each of us. It is far more deadly and 
sinister. It is a battle between darkness and light. 

 That is why it is so important for us to be here, week after week. To 
MASS together – to Make All Sundays Sacred so that the Holy Spirit can 
fall afresh upon us, so that the Word of God can guide us, so that we can be 
nourished by the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, the true 
Light of the world. 

 This is one reason Fr. Cody and I have been preaching about the virtue 
of hospitality, of manifesting the presence of the Holy Spirit to everyone 
around us, most importantly in this Advent/Christmas time. 

 We care called to be attentive to the stranger, to the seeker, to the 
tentative believer who knows somewhere within that the superficiality of the 
world does not satisfy, does not bring true and lasting joy, but rather only 
temporary happiness at best. 

 So, if you want to have true joy in your life, not just at Christmas, but 
true, deep, lasting joy that survives all the storms of life, then follow the 
testimony of John the Baptist and testify to the light of the world, to the true 
J, O, Y that God sends. 

 Put Jesus first in your daily life, everyday. Pray always. Tell Jesus 
what is deep in your heart, giving thanks in everything, even in that which is 
most difficult and painful. 
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 Put Others next, especially through prayer and giving thanks that you 
can serve them. Smile, greet, move over, hold the door, park far away and let 
the elderly and parents-with-kids-in-tow park close. Invite them to stay after 
and mingle and get to know each another. Scatter the darkness of loneliness 
and sadness with the light of hospitality in the Lord Jesus. 

 Put Yourself last, thinking of Jesus first and others next. You have 
been given the Holy Spirit. Lavishly share the Holy Spirit with others. The 
more you do so, the greater will be the power of the Holy Spirit within you, 
the greater the joy you will experience. 

 Rejoice. Pray. Give thanks. Do not quench the Spirit. Let this be our 
testimony these final days of Advent and all throughout the Christmas 
season and beyond. 

 Together let us sing: “Rejoice! Rejoice…” 

  

 


