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NORMAL MASS TIMES: 
(Daily Mass times often change – Check schedule on page 3)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE
Monday – Thursday: Noon | Friday & Saturday: 9 am  
Saturday: 5 pm | Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am, 5 pm
Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW
Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30 am 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30 am 
2nd Sunday: 1:30 pm (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11 am | Saturday: 9:45 am, 3 pm
PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
John Bergford

MISSION

Our mission is to place God first in all things, to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to grow in holiness 
through prayer, sacraments, and service.

1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501 
(360) 754-4667 
www.saintmichaelparish.org

OFFICE HOURS (Summer hours)

Monday – Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 12 Noon (closed weekends)

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm (360) 352-7554
CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11am, Thur. 6:30-8pm
PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm, Wed. 9am-Noon
ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585
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Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the Saint 
Paul Street Evangelization 
training. We hope this will 
bear much fruit. Look for 
more information in the 
coming weeks.

The "Healing the Whole 
Person" retreat begins 
this Thursday evening. Fr. 
Cody's reflections from 
a few weeks ago are the 
best introduction as to 
why you might want to be 
part of this retreat. Hope to 
see many of you there.

Tuesday, August 15 is the 
Feast of the Assumption, 
a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Masses are Monday, Aug. 
14 at 5:30 pm and Tuesday, 
Aug. 15 at Noon. Let us 
celebrate this great feast 
together.

Fr. Cody here! You have 
heard both Fr. Jim and 
myself talk about the  
Healing Retreat which 
will take place right here 
at Saint Michael Parish in 
August. I wanted to take 
this opportunity to tell you 
a little more about what 
this retreat is all about.

Do you need healing for 
your brokenness? I sure 
do. Is your brokenness 

keeping you from encoun-
tering the Father’s love? 
More than I would like 
to admit. Would you like 
to live in true freedom? 
ABSOLUTLEY! These are 
the topics that will be 
explored on the Healing 
the Whole Person Retreat. 
In each session, Dr. Bob 
Schuchts will help us 
uncover the areas in need 
of healing.

Not only are there 
outstanding presen-
tations, you will have 
t ime for journal ing, 
Eucharistic Adoration, 
and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

A little bit about Dr. Bob 
Schuchts: He is the 
founder of the John 
Paul II Healing Center 
located in Tallahassee, 
Florida and a nationally 
renowned speaker, pre-
senter and writer. Bob is 
the author of Be Healed: 
A Guide to Encountering 
the Powerful Love of 
Jesus in Your Life and Be 
Transformed: The Healing 
Power of the Sacraments.

Married for over 40 
years, he and his wife, 
Margie, have two mar-
ried daughters and eight 
grandchildren. He holds 
an undergraduate degree 
from Columbia University 
and a Master and Doctoral 
degree in Family Relations 
from the Florida State 
University.

Bob has recently retired 
from his private practice 
as a licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist to 
devote his time to writing 
and leading conferences 
for the John Paul II Healing 
Center. During his time in 
practice, Bob integrated 
the teachings of St. John 
Paul II and the charism 
of healing, which he now 
teaches throughout the 
United States.

In a world full of broken-
ness, Christ has come to 
offer us new life. The cen-
tral mission of the Gospel 
is to pave the way for us to 
reclaim our whole human 
identity. Join us on this 
journey, as we enter into 
the heart, face the pains 
and wounds within, and 
allow Christ's divine love 
to bring the healing we 
ardently desire.

Thursday, August 17

5:30 pm  
Check-In & Registration

6:30-9:30 pm 
Presentations

Friday, August 18

6-9:30 pm  
Presentations

Saturday, August 19

8 am - 4 pm  
Presentations 
(Lunch included)

5 pm  
Vigil Mass (Optional)

Cost for the retreat is now 
$175 per person to register 
the day of the event, but 
through your generous 
stewardship, registered 
Saint Michael parishioners 
are still eligible for a $55 
discount. Online registra-
tion is now closed, but you 
can still sign up in person 
on Aug. 17 at 5:30 pm..

Come and experience 
the healing power of the 
Father who loves you.

Fr. Jim and I pray that 
you will join us for this 
AMAZING retreat!

His Love!  
Fr. Cody

August 13, 2017 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fr. Jim Lee
Pastor

Pastor's Notebook
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8/14 MONDAY (Vigil of the Assumption)

12 noon - Bill Stolberg U

5:30 pm - Robert Norman U

8/15 TUESDAY (Assumption )

12 noon - John Zinnikas U

8/16 WEDNESDAY

12 noon - Rene Herrera U

8/17 THURSDAY

6:30 am - Bill Stolberg U Westside
12 noon - Tina McCaroll U

8/18 FRIDAY

9 am - Joan Skalabrin U

10:30 am - Mass at Olympic West

8/19 SATURDAY (9:45 am Reconciliation cancelled)

9 am - Tina McCaroll U

5 pm - Patti Pitt U

8/20 SUNDAY 

7:30 am - Phyllis White U

8:30 am - Eric & Walter Blomberg U Westside
9:30 am - Antoinette Fioretti U

10:30 am - Frederick Bock Westside
11:30 am - Donald Shawver U

5 pm - People of St. Michael Parish
 

worship

Traveling? For nationwide Mass times and locations, call 1-800-Mass-Times (1-800-627-7846) or visit www.masstimes.org

The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of 
prayer and sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage, 
and religious liberty in our country. Serious threats to each 
of these have raised unprecedented challenges to the 
Church and the nation. When confronted with challenges, 
our Lord calls us to sacrifice and pray. Visit USCCB.org to 
learn more about how you can answer the Call.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SAY THAT THE 
POPE IS INFALLIBLE?
Just as Christ established a visible Church, he also provided 
a visible person to guide the Church—the pope. Because the 
pope is guiding and teaching the Church in Christ’s name, 
his teachings must be infallible. Christ’s profound love for 
the Church is manifested in the doctrine of papal infallibility, 
which asserts that the pope is preserved by God from error 
when teaching on matters of faith and morals. 
How does this show Christ’s love for us? Christ didn’t want to 
leave his Church in darkness! He wanted his doctrines to be 
consistent so his people could be guided by truth. The core 
of papal infallibility is faithfulness to Christ. All of the Catholic 
Church’s teachings are Christocentric—they point toward 
Christ, who is at the center of her teachings. That is why the 
Catholic Church doesn’t change her doctrines to adjust to 
the changes in society and culture. The pope helps to uphold 
and preserve the teachings of Christ. Jesus Himself promised 
us, “I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Matthew 
28:20). To make true his promise, Christ gifted the Church with 
an unbroken line of popes for 2,000 years, teaching with the 
papal infallibility that Christ bestowed on their office.
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Surely authentic trust in God 
doesn’t mean that we should 
take no action ourselves…but 
does that mean we should 
always plan to do everything 
by our own powers?

When is it appropriate to do 
the work with our own capac-
ities, and when is the time 
to sit back and let the Lord 
provide?

We know it’s inappropriate 
and insulting to approach the 
Lord with a “name it and claim 
it” attitude where we tell him 
our desires and expect him to 
jump to attention and make 
them materialize. But what, 
then, should we ask him for?

Obviously we’re not supposed 
to assume that God’s goal 
is to make us rich and com-
fortable, but does he never 
smooth the way to make 
things a little easier for us?

How could someone believe 
that the Lord will provide 
simple daily needs when he 
didn’t provide shelter and 
safety for the earthquake/
tsunami victims in Japan? 

I’ve read enough stories of 
God providing in near-mirac-
ulous ways for people who 
place radical trust in him that 
I believe that there’s some-
thing going on there. I believe 

that we can rely on God as 
a living, active force in our 
lives and count on him to pro-
vide for both large and small 
needs. I’ve seen it in my own 
life. But what, then, about all 
those questions?
I don’t have all the answers, 
but my initial thought is that 
appropriate trust in God 
hinges on having a proper 
understanding of the follow-
ing three things:
1. Who God is
2. What God wants
3. What the meaning of life is

Who God is:

He’s not a wish-granting 
genie. He’s not a concierge. 
He’s not a living magic wand 
for us to wield to change the 
world according to our liking. 
He’s our heavenly Father, and 
he is perfect and all-knowing 
— in other words, his ideas 
are better than ours, and 
he knows what’s best for us 
more than we do. We can 
get way off track if we start 
to forget this.

What God wants:

I’ve heard many amazing sto-
ries of divine providence at 
work in people’s lives, and 
one common thread is that 

TRUSTING IN GOD
people who experience a lot 
of this crazy miraculous stuff 
live their lives according to 
what God wants, not what 
they want. These people 
spend a lot of time asking: 
“Lord, what do you want me 
to pray for?”

What the meaning of life is:

I think this is where it’s 
easiest for us Americans 
to go wrong, and where 
many “health and wealth 
gospel” proponents have 
gone wrong. Surrounded by 
incomparable wealth, luxury 
and access to medical care, 
it’s easy to start to think of 
our lives here on earth as 
our eternal destinations. The 
natural human inclination is to 
make the overarching goal of 
our lives to have the longest, 
healthiest, most comfortable 
life here on earth as possible. 
But that’s not how the saints 
have seen it, and it’s not how 
God sees it. Not that God 
wants us to suffer — suffer-
ing and death wasn’t even 
part of the world he originally 
planned for us — but, in a 
heaven-centered worldview, 
suffering is not the worst evil. 
Sin is.
And that’s another thing I’ve 
noticed about people who 
seem to have radical but 
healthy trust in God: they 
accept this. They trust that 
God will pave the way for 
them to get themselves and 
others on a path to heaven, 
and know that sometimes it 
will involve sending cake for 
a tea party…and other times 
it might involve suffering, 
or even an early death. But 
when they compare that pros-
pect to an eternity of ecstatic 
peace, it doesn’t seem like 
such a bad proposition.
So when I ponder placing 
radical trust in God in my 
own life, I think of deepening 
my understanding of those 

three concepts as part of 
the package, an absolute 
requirement for striking the 
balance between prudence 
and abandonment to God. 
But what do you think? What 
is the proper role of trust in 
the Christian life? Is it possi-
ble to trust God too much?

"...in a heaven-centered 
worldview, suffering is 
not the worst evil. Sin is."

By Jennifer Fulwiler 
Reprinted from jenniferfulwiler.com

Jennifer Fulwiler is an author 
and radio show host who 
grew up atheist before con-
verting to Catholicism in 
2007. She frequently appears 
on EWTN and other Catholic 
programming.
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NEED HELP FIGURING OUT HOW TO 
GIVE TO THE FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN?
If you need assistance in donating directly from your 401K, 
or other fund, or would like to donate stock or other securi-
ties, contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator, at (360) 
754-4667.

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

755 parishioners have responded. 
$4,041,627.68 has been pledged. 
$367,778.17 has been collected.

As of: 
August 3

NEED HELP FIGURING OUT HOW TO 
GIVE TO THE FAITHRAISING CAMPAIGN?
If you need assistance in donating directly from your 401K, 
or other fund, or would like to donate stock or other securi-
ties, contact Chris Peterson, Parish Administrator, at (360) 
754-4667.

give

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2017-2018
Donations Received as of August 6, 2017

Sunday Stewardship $38,459

Online Stewardship Giving $28,091

Sunday Loose Donations $1,416

Holy Days $35

Youth (Little House) $188

Total Offertory Collection Received $68,188

Year to Date Received $336,719

Total Donations Needed $382,410

Ahead/Behind Goal $45,691

(360) 523-7408

LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE - IT'S THE 
LAST WEEKEND! 
Last day for dropping off items is August 14. Distribution 
day is  August 17 at Komachin Middle School.
Items needed: Ruled paper, Crayola crayons, colored markers 
and pencils, rulers, scientific calculators, new children’s socks 
and underwear, and backpacks.  
All donations must be clean and in good condition. Cash 
donations are also gratefully accepted and can be placed in 
the collection basket labeled “The Little Red School House” 
or dropped off at the parish office. Cash donations help us 
buy school supplies at lower bulk prices.    
Questions? Check the website at www.redschool.org or call 
parishioner Connie Fischer, who coordinates volunteers on 
behalf of SMP, at (360) 786-9676.

PLANNING STUDY RESULTS
The Archdiocese of Seattle recently concluded a planning 
study to test the feasibility of a major archdiocesan-wide fund-
raising effort. All parishioners were invited to provide their 
opinions and level of support for specific needs affecting the 
archdiocese’s long-term strategic vision.
The study tested strengthening the pension and medical plans 
for priests, providing retirement support to women religious 
communities serving in the archdiocese, and a component for 
parishes to raise funds for their specific, local needs.
The results of the study are an insert in this bulletin and on the 
archdiocese’s website at seattlearchdiocese.org. Thank you 
to all who participated in this landmark study for the future of 
the Archdiocese of Seattle.

GOING ON  
VACATION?
It's easy to keep your sacrifi-
cial giving current, even when 
you're out of town! Just click 
the Online Giving graphic on 

our website and set up an account. You can even set it up 
for a one-time gift if you don't want to use Online Giving all 
the time. Keeping your giving current helps sustain the parish 
during the summer months!
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Janice Putnam 
Tiffany Weber
Charles W. Weber
Janette Akehurst
Ashlynn Strode 
Jon Venrisyl Malinao 
Daisy Sequeira 
Patrick Koeplin 
Carmela Ochoa 
Richard & Barbara Mervau 
Connie Boehm 
Ron Noll 
Marita Herrera 
Teresa LaBouff Family 
Nancee Gordana 
Andy Austin 
Corazon Serrano San Jose 
Teresa Serrano & Family 
Jeannine Granberg 
Mary Anderson 
Megan Burrow 
Sharnice Cyprien 
Betty & Bruce Davidson 
Larry Lawhon 
Rosanne Burns
Michelle Welch 
Joel Rivera 
Joby Thomas 
John & MaryJo Hurley 
Eunice Chamber 
Cecilia Martinez 
Margie Eckroth 
Porter Brennan Bitter 
Gene Putscher 
Carmen McHugh 
Pati Leininger 
June Francis 
Joel Rivera 
Nancy Leone 
Nathan Pridgen 
Michael Currall family 
Kevin Olson
Oilda Harris
Francise Rice 

Rick Drescher 
Lee Stillwell 
The Shawver family 
Linda Wood 
Diana Weber 
Joey Lynn Benck 
Bryce Moody 
Stan 
Richard Monohon 
Racquel Barro & Family 
Enrique B. Rubio 
Mark Reiter  
Amy Novak 
Rory Roggenkamp 
Ingrid Turner & Family 
Ann Mitchell 
Melissa Goin 
Dwane & Suzyette 
Rita Matlock 
Phil Chavez 
Nicollette Gonzalez 
Dexter P. 
LaToya Quinn 
Dennis Shoemaker 
Theresa Ragan 
Jo P. 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janet & Ken Vetter 
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
Ella Michael 
Pat O'Neill 
Joseph Lario 
Robert Kelly 
V. L. Patrick family 
Migi Armenteros 
Garrett Milhoan 
Diane Larson Brooks 
Armando Fernandes 
Jack Ardner 
Matthew Krug 
Ryan Swan 
Alacia 
Joe McGlothlan

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at 
(360) 754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.
If you or someone you know is homebound and wish-
es to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN
Our next Safe Environment training will be held Wednesday, 
September 20 at 6pm in the Parish Center. Register online 
at www.virtusonline.org.

PARISH HEALTH 
MINISTRY
While the concept of Parish 
Health Ministry may be rela-
tively new to many, its role is 
deeply rooted in the Catholic 
Church's healing tradition. 
Not only do those involved 
often provide underrepre-
sented individuals with a 

valuable link to health care, parishioners active in health min-
istry also become a healing hand of the Church. This ministry 
always includes a focus on the spiritual dimension of health, 
often utilizing prayer, support groups, and Sacraments to 
promote healing. Those involved become advocates, inter-
cessors and representatives of God's healing love. 
Interested in being involved in Parish Health Ministry?  
Contact Bene Reece at (360) 489-7634 or  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

GOT EXRTRA YARN?
The SMP Prayer Shawl ministry could use your donations of 
yarn! Any colors are welcome, even partial skeins. Just drop 
them off at the parish office!

HOMEBOUND BUT 
WILLING TO BE  
INVOLVED IN  
PARISH PROJECTS? 
Here are few ideas on how 
you can help in ministry: write 
cards to the imprisoned, col-
lect coupons for St Vincent 
De Paul clients, knit shawls 

for newborn babies and for those in need of comfort, stuff 
small comfort pillows for St Peter Hospital patients, cook a 
meal for the homeless, and more! 
For more information please contact Bene at (360) 292-7143 
or breece@saintmichaelparish.org

serve
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grow

Please register for Life Teen, EDGE, and Confirmation.
Forms are available online and at the parish office.

In a world full of brokenness, Christ has come to offer us new life. The central mission of the Gospel is to pave the way 
for us to reclaim our whole human identity. Join us on this journey as we enter into the heart, face the pains and wounds 
within, and allow Christ's divine love to bring the healing we ardently desire. 
Talks include: Introduction to Healing the Whole Person, Facing our Brokenness, Prayer for Inner Healing, and Living 
in Freedom.
Online registration is now closed, but registered Saint Michael parishioners still receive a $55 discount when register-
ing in person on August 17 at 5:30 pm.

RETROVAILLE
Are you struggling in your 
marriage? Do you feel a 
sense of disillusionment or 
sadness? Do you wish you 
could rekindle the spark you 
once had, but just don’t know 
how? You are not alone. 
Retrouvaille (pronounced 
retro-vī) can help. 
For confidential information 
about, or to register for our 
upcoming program begin-
ning, September 22-24, call 
(206) 706-2608 or visit www.
HelpOurMarriage.com.

FPU RETURNS!
Our next 9-week session of 
Financial Peace University 
and 7-week session of The 
Legacy Journey are starting 
soon! 
FPU  begins Tuesday, 
September 12 at 7 pm.

The Legacy Journey begins 
Thursday, October 5 at 7 pm.
Register for either by follow-
ing the link on our website 
under the "Learn" tab. Any 
questions? Send an email to 
fpu@saintmichaelparish.org.
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connect

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON  
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Are you, or someone you know, grieving? If you're carrying 
a heavy heart because of the loss a loved one, a divorce, or 
any other unsettling situation, please join us. 
We gather to learn about the grief process, to support one 
another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained 
by our faith and enlightened by Christ. Meetings are closed 
to other participants after the second gathering.
Next Cycle of FREE meetings will start Wednesday, August 
16, 6:30 – 8 pm in Parish Center Room 6.
Contact: 
Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 • breece@saintmichaelparish.org

DISCOVER THE SMALL GROUPS  
DIFFERENCE
As we look toward our fall schedules, consider giving yourself 
the gift of joining a Small Group. Staying close to Christ and 
close to our Faith Family helps us maintain a sense of peace 
and infuses more purpose into our daily lives. Make an ordi-
nary life quite extraordinary! 
If you are not in a small group yet, some groups are open 
to receiving new members at any time. Check out the open 
groups on our website. 

Contact:  
Michaela Moreau, Small Groups Coordinator  
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

Cung Nghinh Rước Kiệu Đức Mẹ Fatima  
Cuộc Cung Nghinh Rước Kiệu Đức Mẹ Fatima bắt đầu lúc 
1 pm Chúa Nhật ngày 13 tháng 8 tại Westside Chapel. Kính 
mời toàn thể ông bà anh chị em và bạn bè thân hữu xa gần 
cùng đến tham dự cuộc kiệu, lần hạt mân côi, và tham dự 
thánh lễ để lãnh nhận ơn toàn xá. 
Để chuẩn bị cho ngày Cung Nghinh Đức Mẹ được sốt sắng 
và tốt đẹp, xin kính mời tất cả quý ban ngành đoàn thể và 
anh chị em bớt chút thời gian đến Nhà Thờ Westside lúc 
10:00 sáng ngày Thứ Bảy mồng 5 và ngày 12 tháng 8 để 
cùng dọn dẹp và chuẩn bị đường kiệu. 

NEW HERE?
Join us next Sunday for a 
newcomer's orientation 
after the 9:30 am Mass. 
You'll get a tour of the church, 
meet the pastor, and have a 
donut and cup of coffee on 
us. Meet your hosts, Mike 
and Sharon Rushing, by the 
baptismal font in back of the 
dowtown church right after 
Mass.
We're glad you're here and 
we can't wait to meet you!

PRIORY PROGRAMS
St. Placid Priory in Lacey 
offers numerous programs 
throughout the year to help 
you grow in your faith and 
connect with other disciples. 
Upcoming programs include:
Sept. 9: Mirroring Self, 
Mirroring Soul: A Psycho-
Spiritual Journey
Sept. 16: An introduction  to 
Centering Perayer
Sept. 23: Discernment for 
Young Adults
Check out all their offerings 
at www.stplacid.org.
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share

35TH ANNUAL CATHOLIC FAMILY CAMPOUT FOR 
SINGLE ADULTS & SINGLE PARENTS WITH  
CHILDREN

A perfect opportunity for Christian fellowship and making 
memories for yourself and your children! We’ll enjoy beautiful 
park facilities, plus hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, games, 
and an outdoor Liturgy on Saturday evening.
Friday, August 18 at 1pm until Sunday, August 20 at 11am
Millersylvania State Park—Environmental Learning Center  
– Deep Lake (10 miles south of Olympia off I-5, take exit #95 
(Maytown) and follow the signs!)

Cost for the weekend: $120 for one adult plus one child, 
$145 family of three, $165 family of four, or $195 family of 
five. Weekend rates include use of a cabin (cabins sleep 8), 5 
meals, plus all facilities and use of row boats, canoes, paddle 
boards, etc. Day rate is $65-$80 for a family, or $40 for a 
single adult (not staying overnight) and excludes cabin use. 
No alcohol, no pets and no tent or RV facilities.
Space is limited, so please register early! Pick up a registration 
and flyer with more info at the parish office.
Contact: Lou Miller at (360) 943-9114

This week, EDGE is taking 23 kids to the Youth Migrant 
Project to help impoverished migrant families. Please 
pray for us as EDGE journeys into this intense week of 
prayer, service, and leadership.

By Fr. James Martin, SJ

A few weeks ago, for exam-
ple, I tweeted out a brief 
reflection on the daily Gospel 
reading, the story of Jesus 
and the Syrophoenician 
woman who asks for healing 
for her daughter (Mk 7:25-30; 
Mt 15:21-18). Initially Jesus 
turns her down, but then 
when she persists, he per-
forms the healing.
It is a mysterious story. Why 
does Jesus refuse? Why 
does he finally agree to her 
request? I tweeted that Jesus 
seemed to learn something 

from the persistence of a wise 
woman. In an instant dozens 
of tweets were lobbed at me, 
many of them calling me a 
heretic. Jesus couldn’t learn 
anything! He knew every-
thing, always! Other tweeters 
egged people on, and the 
hate-tweeting dragged on 
for days.
So I sent out a few tweets 
reminding people that Jesus 
was fully human and fully 
divine, and that we will never 
fully comprehend how his 
divinity interacted with his 
humanity. There are signs in 
the Gospels that he did not 

know everything, as when he 
says that not even the Son 
knows when the end times 
would come (Mk 13:32). On 
the other hand, he shows 
foreknowledge of his death 
and resurrection (Jn 2:19). 
The theological conundrum is 
this: Since Jesus was divine, 
he had a divine conscious-
ness and knew everything. 
But since he’s human he had 
a human consciousness and 
needed to be taught some-
thing before he knew it. In the 
end, it’s a mystery.

Still not good enough. 
“Heretic!” Eventually, I saw 
that explanations were 
largely useless. And that 
those who were denying his 
humanity were, ironically, 
themselves thinking like 
heretics—Docetists, to be 
precise. A few had only a ten-
uous grasp on theology. But I 
wondered if they had a prob-
lem not with my theology, but 
with mystery itself.

I have no problem with theo-
logical discussions; but, like 

most people, I have a prob-
lem with hatred, name-calling 
and invective. Sometimes 
people online seem so 
“Catholic” that they’re barely 
Christian.
So why are some Catholics 
so mean on social media? 
For [many] reasons. As well, 
some may be mean to begin 
with. Catholicism just gives 
them another forum in which 
to exercise their emotions. 
Over time, though, I’ve grown 
less bothered by the hatred. 
A few years ago I would have 
responded to every com-
ment and tried to convince 
everyone that I was a faithful 
Catholic. But not now. Why 
don’t they listen? Why don’t 
they give people the benefit 
of the doubt? Why do they 
label someone a heretic at 
the drop of a hat?
In the end, I suppose, like so 
much of human behavior, it’s 
a mystery.
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