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NOVEMBER 27, 2016 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Advent

As we begin a new Church Year, we are blessed with an entire four weeks of Advent. Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We 
are therefore graced with rich readings each day. I encourage you to take time to prayerfully reflect each day on the beauty of 
Sacred Scripture that the Church offers us. Take advantage of Bishop Robert Baron’s daily reflections, those of Matthew Kelly 
or many other good Catholic writers who offer “daily bread” for this Advent.

Also, seek to keep perspective in the midst of all the holiday hype that seems to become more and more obnoxious each year. 
Please, do not go into debt. Do not allow the incessant blast of “buy” to drown out the discipline of “don’t spend what you don’t 
have.” You will be grateful and so will those around you (whether they realize it or not).

Lastly, we offer two special Advent gifts this year. On Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. December 10, Sr. Gertrude Feick, O.S.B. 
from St. Martin’s University will offer a morning of reflection and prayer after the 9:00 a.m. Mass until noon. She has her doc-
torate in Christian Spirituality and taught both Fr. Cody and Greg Snyder at Mt. Angel Seminary. We are very pleased to have 
her join us.

Then on Friday, December 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Downtown Church, we are having an Advent Concert of Sacred music to 
prepare for the Solemnity of the Birth of our Lord, the Incarnation. This will be a wonderful opportunity to take a deep breath 
and soak in the sacredness of the season.

In Christ, I love you,

Hello St. Michael Parish,

My name is Greg Snyder, and I am your Seminarian here at St. Michael's for my pastoral year 2016/2017. While I have been here 
since the middle of September, I'm glad to finally introduce myself. I am originally from the Stanwood/ Camano Island area north 
of Seattle.  I am a cradle Catholic, and I have seven brothers and sisters now living throughout the country. Before becoming 
a seminarian my life was quite varied. I was a cross-country and track and field coach for nine years after high school. After 
two years of community college and not knowing what I wanted to study, I proceeded to the U.S. Air Force. I served 4 years at 
McChord Air Force Base working Boeing C-17 avionics. Next I returned to the Seattle area and worked various contracts for five 
years. Still feeling rather empty and after some unique life turns, I applied to the Seminary and proceeded to finish Philosophy 
studies over three years at Mount Angel Seminary.

One could say that my vocational path has taken the scenic route. God is always gentle and works within our free will. He 
certainly allowed me the freedom to move at a snail's pace. Being a seminarian has been a huge blessing and naturally it con-
tinues to be a discernment process. After philosophy studies and desperately needing a rest, I went to a retreat in Tallahassee, 
Florida at the John Paul II Healing Center which changed my life dramatically and reinvigorated my vocational call. I have a great 
desire to love and serve others and find ways to build their faith. Learning Apologetics, Philosophy and Theology interests me 
a great deal. My other interests include sports, muscle cars, hard ciders as well as additional intellectual pursuits; including 
Psychology, History and the classics. I am also interested in Economics, especially Monetary History, as well as Catholic edu-
cational Philosophy, History and Pedagogy on which I'm writing my Master's thesis.

Here at St. Michael's which is such an absolute honor to be serving, I will be assisting Bene Reece  with outreach ministries 
and getting exposed to everything I possibly can. I've had the great pleasure so far this year of launching the men's shelter 
with other outlets of involvement as well. I'm looking forward to the Christmas season and the spring to continue to branch out 
into other ministries and parish involvement  to round out my formation as a seminarian. I ask everyone to pray for me for the 
clarity of the call to the priesthood and if you have not already met me, please seek me out and introduce yourself as everyone 
here is a tremendous blessing to me. God bless you all!

Veneratione ad Deum ~ Christus ad subditus ~ Fidelis ad Pontifex.

PASTOR’S NOTEBOOK
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Sarah Rathbun  
Tony Camperi 
Justin Lazara 
Bill & Janis Granville
Sharon Dovell
Gene Putscher 
Pat O’Neill 
Giorgio Bresda
Jessica & Justin Spurrier 
The Patten Family
Patricia Benedict 
Janet Schwarz 
Doug Holcomb
Jackson Steele
Joey Lynn Benck
Martha
Debbie Piercey
Rick Kunkle 
LaFond Family 
Adderley Family 
Arlene Cooper 
Theresa Nye 
Cindy Lambert 
Maryann Morris
Ode Johnsen
Jeanette Nielson
Rick Slenes
Leon Graham
Rachel Ho
Avery
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
The O’Sullivan Family 
Michael Petrino 
Nancy Cosgrove
Stan
Barbara Jean Smith 
Janette Akehurst 
Chi & Lan Nguyen’s Family 
Olivia Casey
Art G.

Shane Sampson
Christin Bergeron
Joy Foy
Ken Spiels 
Zaneta
Patty Leininger
Karla Bland
Avery Shawver
Tami Grant
Robert Kelly
Teresa Labouff family 
Billy Hylton
Tonya Hylton
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton 
Natalia Shtirbu
Marianna Jarrett
Geri Wiskirken 
Constance Patnude
Janice Putnam 
Rosanne Burns
The Riley Family 
Susan Josephine Malinao 
Mary Anderson 
Jim & Sue Anderson 
Dan Damian Sr. 
Martin Barkis 
Cara & Brian Barkis 
Nancy Leone 
Carmen McHugh 
James Anderson 
Brandon and Landy
Marva Lamb 
Bruce Sherman 
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Bob Haines
Bruce Taylor
Nemi Wright
Eileen Hood
Jilson
Prescott Family
George Koll
Dave Pulaski

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

11/28 MONDAY

12Noon - L. Murray Mayard U

11/29 TUESDAY

12Noon - Luis De Arias U

11/30 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Alberto Cruz U

12/1 THURSDAY

6:30am - Netta Whipple U

12Noon Jeannine Allen U

12/2 FRIDAY

9:00am - Juan & Rosario San Nicolas

12/3 SATURDAY

9:00am - John McNeill

5:00pm - Bruce Sherman

12/4 SUNDAY 2nd Sunday of Advent
7:30am - Bob Dunn U

8:30am - George Darkenwald U Westside

9:30am - Morgan Glen Shelton U

10:30am - Jeannine Allen U Westside

11:30am - Stacia Adderley U

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 
754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

*We offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick as well as 
the blessing of religious articles at the 9am Mass on the first 
Saturday of every month.
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INSPIRATIONAL MOVIES ON FORMED: 
Mary of Nazareth

This film vividly captures the essence of Mary’s profound faith 
and trust in God amidst the great mysteries that she lived with as 
the Mother of the Messiah, as well as her compassionate human-
ity and concern for others, and the deep love that she and Jesus 
shared for one another. The movie underscores her special role in 
God’s plan for our redemption, her unique relationship with Christ, 
and the tremendous suffering that she endured in union with his 
Passion and Death, as well as her serene joy at his Resurrection. 

Prayer

Finding time to pray can be difficult. Modern life is very busy 
with so many distractions at every turn, and there's always an-
other job to be done. This inspiring presentation challenges us 
to make more time for God in our lives and highlights the im-
portance of an ever-deepening life of prayer. It looks at the true 
meaning of prayer, the different types of prayer, and how we 
can grow in our spiritual lives. It addresses how to overcome 
difficulties and temptations, how to find inspiration in the lives of 
the saints, the centrality of the Holy Mass, and the ultimate goal 
of prayer.

give

Because of your faithful stewardship, every parishioner can  
experience hundreds of hours of viewing, reading, and listening  
to the best Catholic content. Enrich your life and bless your  
family—sign up and begin using FORMED today!

GO TO: WWW.FORMED.ORG 
ENTER OUR PARISH CODE: V6GRWQ

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of November 13, 2016

Sunday Stewardship $44,111

Online Giving $16,768

Sunday Loose Donations $1,360

Holy Days $10

Youth (Little House) $ 9 6

Total Offertory Collection Received $62,345

Year to Date Received $1,135,522

Total Donations Needed $1,117,360

Ahead Goal $18,162

Please Note: Due to Thanksgiving office closures, numbers are not up 
to date. Please check back here next week for updates. Thank you.

STEWARDSHIP

IRA CHARITABLE GIFT ROLLOVER
Once again, we are passing along some general information 
about the IRA Charitable Rollover, which became law in Decem-
ber 2015. It’s a good option for people over a certain age who 
do not need all or a portion of their IRA income, and want to 
support Saint Michael Parish
 

Criteria for making this gift:

-Donor must be age 70 ½ or older

-Donor may transfer up to $100,000 directly from IRA to 
Saint Michael Parish

-Gift may be made at one-time, or multiple times within a 
single year (as long as total does not exceed $100,000)

-Gift may satisfy all or part of required minimum distribution 
(RMD)

-Gift may be made at any time — there is no expiration date

If you would like to make a gift to Saint Michael Parish using 
your IRA Charitable Gift, contact your IRA custodian and ask to 
make a direct transfer to Saint Michael Parish. While there is no 
charitable income tax deduction for the IRA Charitable Rollover, 
the distribution is not included in your taxable income, thus sim-
plifying your tax return and saving some tax. An added bonus is 
that an IRA rollover by December 31, 2016 will qualify for all or 
part of the IRA owner’s required minimum distribution for 2016.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Terry 
Walter at the Parish office.
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SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
How many times have we heard Fr. Jim marvel at the generosity of St. Michael 
parishioners? We are blessed to be a family of families who truly care about one 
another.

That spirit of generosity is clearly demonstrated in the Shoulder to Shoulder 
ministry which was crafted by Fr. Jim at the height of the recent recession. He 
used the rebate from the Annual Catholic Appeal to create a special fund to help  
parishioners who were struggling financially. Parishioners have continued to  
donate to the fund, allowing the Shoulder ministry to continue.

Here’s how it works: Parishioners who find themselves in a financial crisis complete a confidential application that is 
screened by a committee of parishioners who, in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. If approved, the  
parish issues a check directly to the service provider, not the applicant. 

Shoulder to Shoulder dollars paid to replace a leaking roof that had resulted in mold which, in turn, seriously  
jeopardized the health of a parishioner and her disabled child. Another time Shoulder funds were used to repair a van 
that was used as the only source of income for a parish family. Contributions have been used to pay unanticipated 
medical and utility bills. In some cases after an unexpected job loss, Shoulder dollars have paid the rent to keep families 
from homelessness.

Applications are available on the church website or at the Good News stand. Parishioners who submit an application 
know that their information will be anonymous and held in strict confidence.

Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application. 
Through their generosity, your church family is here for you.

4

PLEASE  
prayerfully consider your planned,  
proportionate and joyful financial  

commitment to SMP this year. Return 
your pledge card or submit it  

online at our website!

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE UPDATE
Thank you everyone who has returned their pledge cards for 
2017!

Since we have not yet reached our goal for the number of  
commitment cards returned and with Advent and Christmas  
being such a busy time, Fr. Jim has asked that we review our 
pledge results in January 2017and contact those who have not yet  
responded. To assure you don’t receive another mailing in  
January, please take the time to turn in a pledge card this month. 
Every response will help us continue to grow our ministries here 
at St. Michael Parish. You can also pledge by going to our web-
site: www.saintmichaelparish.org

 
Stewardship of Treasure Renewal Progress Report

As of November 17, 2016:

Goal #1: Encourage 1,117 families to complete and return a  
commitment card

Goal #2: Encourage our families to collectively contribute an av-
erage of $49,710 weekly in the regular Sunday offertory during 
2017

         Goal           Thus Far

Pledge Cards Turned In:          1,117               899

Weekly Dollars Pledged:      $49,710        $45,756

 
Thank you for sharing your treasure!
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HAPPENINGS

SMP ADVENT CONCERT
Friday, December 16 at 7pm at the Downtown Church

Join us for an evening of Advent music!

The Parishioners in our Music Ministries have been hard at work preparing an array of musical 
selections. All are welcome to attend and we guarantee that you'll walk away filled with the joy and  
warmth of the Advent Season.

SIMBANG GABI
Sunday, December 18 at the 11:30am Mass

Simbang Gabi is a devotional nine-day series of Masses practiced by Roman Catholics and Aglipayans 
in the Philippines. It is a celebration in anticipation of Christmas and to honor the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  During the Mass, the music and one of the readings will be in Tagalog. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?
Sunday, December 18 after the 9:30am Mass

Join us for our monthly Orientation!

Join your hosts, Mike and Sharon Rushing, by the baptismal font immediately following Mass. You’ll 
be treated to a tour of our facilities and a meet & greet with Fr. Jim. Staff will also be available to 
answer any questions you might have. Welcome to our parish family - we can’t wait to meet you!

ADVENT ‘16 VOCATION RETREAT
The Seattle Archdiocesan Vocation religious communities of Women and Men are offering a 
Reflection Day on Consecrated Life for Single Young Adult Women and Men. 

December 10 from 9:30am-2:30pm at St. James Catherdral Outreach Center, 907 Columbia St, 
Seattle 98014. 

Contact: Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP • (206) 920-8560 • jmiller@csjp-olp.org 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Tuesday, December 13 at 1:30pm in Parish Center Room 7

To sign up for the class, Protecting God's Children, please visit www.virtusonline.org. For further 
assistance, please call the parish office.

Contact: Annelise O'Neill • (360) 292-7141 • aoneill@saintmichaelparish.org
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SMALL GROUPS — WEEK 4 — GROW
This week Fr. Jim entreats us, with the words of John the 
Baptist, "Repent!  The kingdom of God is at hand!"  He reminds 
us that we are called to a change of heart; to deepen our rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.We need to know that His love is 
so deep; that His mercy is so great.  Come to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation and experience a renewal of the embrace 
of God! 

Thank You Facilitators! In honor of this weekend of 
Thanksgiving, we want to say a big thank you to all the awe-
some facilitators who open their hearts and homes to small 
group members each week. You are our heroes! If you were 
unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing for Advent 
in small groups, you can follow along by using the reflection 
sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. Cody's videos posted on the web-
site at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click on 
“Resources”.

Contact: Michaela Moreau • smp.smallgroups@gmail.com 

JOUNREY OF THE HEART: 
MISSION TRIP TO JUAREZ, MEXICO
Please prayerfully consider joining us on our next Journey of 
the Heart Mission Trip to Juarez, Mexico. The next trip is being 
planned for June 17-24, 2017. Come to be with our Brothers 
& Sisters of Juarez. This is a great single or family pilgrimage 
to open our eyes to God’s presence.

The only reqirements are compassion and the desire  love 
and serve others.

Contact: 
Deacon John Bergford 
(360) 292-7118 
jtbergford@hotmail.com

A SPECIAL NOTE:

HOSPITALITY AT SAINT MICHAEL PARISH
"Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers." -Romans 12:13

Hospitality and welcome are important values for Saint 
Michael Parish. It is through our care for one another that we 
strengthen the Body of Christ.  

As part of our hospitality efforts, please reserve the pews 
by the font for those who cannot easily negotiate stairs, or 
walk long distances. Please also leave room for those who 
accompany them. For those who cannot approach the altar 
for Communion, a Communion minister is happy to come to 
you. Either mention it before Mass or signal when the minister 
comes close.

HOMEBOUND AND WISHING TO RECEIVE  
HOLY COMMUNION?
Do you know someone who is temporarily or permanently 
homebound? Are you yourself homebound and unable to 
attend Mass? Please call Bene Reece at (360) 292-7143 to 
receive Holy Communion.  
If you are interested in receiving the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, please call the office at (360-754-
4667) to schedule a visit from a priestl.  
If it is not an emergency, please call the office in advance. If 
it is an emergency and it is after office hours, please leave 
a message with your name and number on our emergency 
line and you will be called as soon as possible.

Contact: Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
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THURSTON COUNTY COOKIE & 
SOCKS DRIVE
Saint Michael Parish will be collecting 
cookies and socks for incarcerated indi-
viduals and their families in Thurston 
County. 

Please bring all donations to the Parish 
office. Donations will be accepted until 
December 16.

Contact:

Bene Reece

(360) 292-7143

breece@saintmichaelparish.org

BIBLE STUDIES
We have two new Bible Studies begin-
ning at Saint Michael Parish in 2017.

•Catholicism Series: Friday evenings at 
6:30pm. Beginning in January.

•Ephesians: Thursday mornings at 
9am. Beginning in February.

Bible Studies are a wonderful way to 
grow in your faith in a group setting, 
We would love to have you join us!

Contact: 
Elizabeth Lyons 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
RECEPTIONIST NEEDED
Do you have the gift of hospitality and 
compassion to extend to visitors at St. 
Michael Parish? 

Can you work easily in a high-energy 
environment while keeping your cool?

 
St. Michael Parish has an opening for 
a polished professional to staff our 
front office.  This person will be the 
“first contact” with our many parishio-
ners and others our Parish serves. 

 
The ideal candidate will have excel-
lent customer service skills, 3 years 
demonstrated successful secretarial 
skills, a strong work ethic, the ability 
to easily handle a multi-line phone 
system and be organized and com-
fortable with interruptions. 
 
Computer experience in the areas of 
graphic design, desktop publishing, 
website, and social media is helpful 
as well as familiarity with Microsoft 
Office.  We are looking for someone 
with knowledge of and commitment to 
the Mission of our Parish and the mis-
sion of the Catholic Church in Western 
Washington. 
 
This is a full-time, hourly, non-exempt 
position. Salary DOE and excellent 
benefits.

Request an application at the parish 
office or email your request to: 
office@saintmichaelparish.org 
 
Position is open until filled.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL 5TH GRADE 
CHRISTMAS WREATH SALES
Thank you to everyone who has already 
ordered or purchased a wreath. We are so 
grateful for your continued support.

Cash and carry weekends are coming up! 
Door wreaths, Advent wreaths and can-
dles will be available on November 26 & 
27. On December 3 & 4 door wreaths will 
be available. 

All proceeds/donations go towards 
the 5th grade class trip to attend the 
Shakespearean Festival in Ashland, OR 
in June 2017. Thank you for your support! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
CLOTHING BANK
Winter is just around the corner! St. 
Vincent DePaul Clothing Bank is seeking 
donations of new or gently used warm 
winter clothing, blankets, sleeping bags, 
and coats. Also, new socks and under-
wear are always especially appreciated.  
Kitchen items and cookware are also in 
short supply. 

Donation Receipts are available inside 
the donation shed located in the upper 
parking lot, ground floor level of the 
Rectory building. Thank you for your 
continuous generosity!
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CHRISTMAS GIVING AT SMP
Gift Tag Selection Weekends: November 26/27 and 
December 3/4

Gift Collection Due Date: Sunday, December 11

Saint Michael Parish is participating in the Christmas Giving 
program again this year!

Our support for the children of the Tumwater School District 
started at the Southside in 1995 and moved to the Westside 
in 2003. Since then, the people attending the 8:30am and 
10:30am Masses have provided gifts for about 120 children 
from low income families each year. 

Downtown the Christmas Giving gift tags support St. Mike's 
Tikes, Drexel House residents, and Catholic Community 
Services clients.

This year the gift tags will be available for pickup the week-
ends of November 26/27 and on December 3/4. Each tag will 

list the recipient's gender and age and a "wish list" of one to three gifts. Please choose a tag and purchase one or more of 
the gifts on the wish list. Return the unwrapped gift(s), with the original gift tag securely attached, to the same SMP campus 
that you picked up the tag. Since the Downtown and Westside campuses support different organizations, it is very important 
that the gifts are returned to the same place that the gift tag came from. All gifts must be brought to the Christmas Giving 
display or to the Westside chapel by Sunday, December 11, so that they can be gathered and distributed in time for Christmas.

Many thanks to those of you who have participated in past years. We look forward to your continued generosity this year.

Contact: 
Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 • breece@saintmichaelparish.org

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
By: Vienna Cobb Anderson

God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life: for the breath that sustains 
life, for the food of this earth that nurtures life, for the love 
of family and friends without which there would be no life.

We thank you for the mystery of creation: for the beauty 
that the eye can see, for the joy that the ear may hear, for 
the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with 
wonder, for the expanse of space that draws us beyond the 
definitions of our selves.

We thank you for setting us in communities: for families who 
nurture our becoming, for friends who love us by choice, for 
companions at work, who share our burdens and daily tasks, 
for strangers who welcome us into their midst, for people from 
other lands who call us to grow in understanding, for children 

who lighten our moments with delight, for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future.

We thank you for this day: for life and one more day to love, for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace, 
for neighbors and one more person to love and by whom to be loved, for your grace and one more experience of your pres-
ence, for your promise: to be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks, eternal, loving God, through Jesus Christ we pray. 

Amen.

share
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what are you thankful for?

Rachel Yabut, Steward for EDGE and 
Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Chris Peterson, Steward for Faith  
Formation and Life Teen 
(360) 292-7106  
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

MERCY REIGNS: RECAP
Check back here next week for pictures 
and relfelctions from participants of this 
year's Mercy Reigns Retreat!

LIFE NIGHT 

TONIGHT:
Life Teen Social Night 

NEXT WEEK: 
Discipleship Handbook

EDGE NIGHT 

TONIGHT:
Advent Social

NEXT WEEK:
Can I Get An Amen?


