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NOVEMBER 13, 2016 - THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

It is Tuesday morning as I write this, and the nation is voting. Whatever the outcome, I agree with Archbishop Jose Gomez of 
Los Angeles who said knowing that “Jesus Christ is still King” is what really matters.

“Politicians come and go; nations rise and fall; empires fade away – what remains and what continues is the Church that Jesus 
established on the rock of St. Peter. No matter who wins Tuesday and no matter who loses, we are called to follow Jesus Christ 
as children of God and missionary disciples. To be faithful to Christ and to build God’s Kingdom here on earth.” 

Archbishop Gomez spoke to a group of public officials after the celebration of a Red Mass at the co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart in Houston, Texas, which is a tradition dating back to the 11th century in which attendees specifically include members 
of the judiciary and legal professions. Throughout his speech, Archbishop Gomez outlined two “signs of the times,” which he 
believes are helpful in reflecting on the reality in the United States. He first pointed to the signs of a post-Christian America, 
noting the increasing secularism in American society and the resistance towards religious freedom.

“I think all of us can agree that the elites who govern and shape the direction of our societies are deeply secularized and hostile 
to religion, to religious values and to traditional culture,” Archbishop Gomez stated.

Secondly, he underscored the “crisis of the human person,” saying that “society has lost the sense of the human person.” The 
California archbishop mentioned gender ideology and same-sex marriage as part of the false humanism promoted in American 
culture. He also highlighted the poor treatment of the marginalized in society, including migrants, the homeless, and refugees, 
saying that society has become indifferent and unable to empathize with the people around them.

“We are becoming a society with no mercy – and again, it is because we no longer see the sanctity and the great dignity of 
the human person.”

“No matter who is President, no matter what party is in power – we are not going to restore religious values ‘from above,’” he 
said, noting that every person’s identity is founded in Christ – not their political affiliation. “If we want America to be greater, 
then we need men and women like you and me who are committed to serving God and living their faith in every aspect of their 
lives. If we want to live in a society that promotes virtue and justice and human dignity – if we want leaders who reflect these 
values – then we need to become leaders and role models in our society.”

On this point, Archbishop Gomez said that only one thing can change the world: The call to be a saint. “This the reason we 
are here – to follow Jesus Christ and to become more and more like him, through the grace of sacraments and through our 
desire for holiness. This is the beautiful truth about who we are as children of God,” he said, emphasizing the need for saints 
in every aspect of human life.

 “That’s another way to answer the questions we have about this election and the issues we face in our culture and our society. 
God wants saints everywhere!”

Instead of despairing at the voting booth, Archbishop Gomez encouraged the building of morality and spirituality among indi-
viduals, saying that personal renewal will impact a cultural renewal, no matter who wins the presidential nomination. He laid 
out concrete examples of ways to pursue renewal: strengthen personal prayer and relationship with God, build up communal 
relationships in marriages and families, and be witnesses to the Church through compassion and mercy.

“Our country and our world will be renewed – not by politics, but by saints. And that means you and that means me. If we want 
a greater America, we need to become, by the grace of God, greater saints. No matter who is President, Jesus Christ is still 
the King. And we are still called to be saints and to renew this world in the image of his Kingdom.” 

As the Jubilee Year of Mercy comes to an end on Sunday, November 20, Fr. Cody and I will be offering the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at a special time on Friday, November 18 from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

Also, Tuesday, November 15 at 6:30 p.m., Dr. Haggerty, the Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese is giving a 
special presentation in the Multi Purpose Room on the opportunities and challenges of Catholic Schools. He will focus on our 
local area as well. This is open to all parishioners. It is a very informative presentation. I hope you can come.

Lastly, I want to thank everyone who has made a Stewardship of Treasure commitment to the parish. I am very grateful and 
filled with joy as I sign hundreds of thank you letters. Know that I am deeply moved by your generosity. May God bless you all.

In Christ, I love you,

PASTOR’S NOTEBOOK
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Victor Showalter 
Elizabeth Magee 
Robert Brown 
William Swan 
June Francis 
Sarah Rathbun  
Tony Camperi 
Justin Lazara 
Bill & Janis Granville
Sharon Dovell
Gene Putscher 
Pat O’Neill 
Giorgio Bresda
Jessica & Justin Spurrier 
The Patten Family
Patricia Benedict 
Janet Schwarz 
Doug Holcomb
Jackson Steele
Joey Lynn Benck
Martha
Debbie Piercey
Rick Kunkle 
LaFond Family 
Adderley Family 
Arlene Cooper 
Theresa Nye 
Cindy Lambert 
Maryann Morris
Ode Johnsen
Jeanette Nielson
Rick Slenes
Leon Graham
Rachel Ho
Avery
Don Alder 
Hilary Borngesser 
The O’Sullivan Family 
Michael Petrino 
Nancy Cosgrove
Stan

Barbara Jean Smith 
Janette Akehurst 
Chi & Lan Nguyen’s Family 
Olivia Casey
Art G.
Shane Sampson
Christin Bergeron
Joy Foy
Ken Spiels 
Zaneta
Patty Leininger
Karla Bland
Avery Shawver
Tami Grant
Robert Kelly
Teresa Labouff family 
Billy Hylton
Tonya Hylton
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton 
Natalia Shtirbu
Marianna Jarrett
Geri Wiskirken 
Constance Patnude
Janice Putnam 
Rosanne Burns
The Riley Family 
Susan Josephine Malinao 
Mary Anderson 
Jim & Sue Anderson 
Dan Damian Sr. 
Martin Barkis 
Cara & Brian Barkis 
Nancy Leone 
Carmen McHugh 
James Anderson 
Brandon and Landy
Marva Lamb 
Bruce Sherman 
Bruce & Betty Davidson
Bob Haines
Bruce Taylor
Nemi Wright

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

11/14 MONDAY

12Noon - Patrick Gulden U

11/15 TUESDAY

12Noon - Sister Rosanne Ong U

11/16 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Mathilda Sablan

11/17 THURSDAY

6:30am - Peter Masse U

12Noon - Diane Arbugh

11/18 FRIDAY

9:00am - George Darkenwald U

11/19 SATURDAY

9:00am - Aurora Witting U

5:00pm - Stacia Adderley U

11/20 SUNDAY   Christ the King
7:30am - Ellie Price U

8:30am - Edward Capestany U Westside

9:30am - Andy and Jean Lechner U

10:30am - Jim Villarrubia U Westside

11:30am - Clare Phillips

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 
754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

*We offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick as well as 
the blessing of religious articles at the 9am Mass on the first 
Saturday of every month.

INCENSE SCHEDULE
Incense will be used on Nov. 20 in 
celebration of Christ the King. 

Downtown: Incense at 5pm 
Saturday Mass, 7:30am, 11:30am, & 
5pm Masses. No incense at 9:30am 
Mass.

Westside: Incense at 10:30am 
Mass. No incense at 8:30am Mass. 



www.saintmichaelparish.org3

FEATURED ON FORMED: 
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession

You can catch a sneak peek of this powerful new series now 
during FORMED's release of the first four sessions of the 
Parish Edition (the complete Home Edition), along with corre-
sponding guidebooks!

Both the Parish and the Home Editions of  
FORGIVEN carefully explain the Church’s teaching on 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and include a prac-
tical “walk through” of what happens in the confes-
sional and how every moment connects to Scripture, 
Tradition, and God’s passionate desire to be with us. 

Prepare the Way of the King

Dr. Scott Hahn, one of the most eminent Catholic theologians 
in our country today, reveals what scholars now know about 
the shepherds, the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your 
Advent journey will take on new meaning as you prepare 
your heart for the birth of our Lord. This illuminating presen-
tation is sure to help you grow in appreciation of the greatest 
gift ever given to mankind—Jesus Christ.

give

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of November 6, 2016

Sunday Stewardship $41,095

Online Giving $24,148

Sunday Loose Donations $1,991

Holy Days $0

Youth (Little House) $ 1 8 5

Total Offertory Collection Received $67,419

Year to Date Received $1,068,924

Total Donations Needed $1,061,492

Ahead Goal ($7,432)

Because of your faithful stewardship, every parishioner can  
experience hundreds of hours of viewing, reading, and listening  
to the best Catholic content. Enrich your life and bless your  
family—sign up and begin using FORMED today!

GO TO: WWW.FORMED.ORG 
ENTER OUR PARISH CODE: V6GRWQ

PLEASE  
prayerfully consider your planned,  
proportionate and joyful financial  

commitment to SMP this year. Return 
your pledge card or submit it  

online at our website!

STEWARDSHIP
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IRA CHARITABLE GIFT ROLLOVER
Once again, we are passing along some general information about the IRA Charitable Rollover, which became law in December 
2015. It’s a good option for people over a certain age who do not need all or a portion of their IRA income, and want to support 
Saint Michael Parish

Criteria for making this gift:

Donor must be age 70 ½ or older

Donor may transfer up to $100,000 directly from IRA to Saint Michael Parish

Gift may be made at one-time, or multiple times within a single year (as long as total does not exceed $100,000)

Gift may satisfy all or part of required minimum distribution (RMD)

Gift may be made at any time — there is no expiration date

If you would like to make a gift to Saint Michael Parish using your IRA Charitable Gift, contact your IRA custodian and ask to make a 
direct transfer to Saint Michael Parish. While there is no charitable income tax deduction for the IRA Charitable Rollover, the distri-
bution is not included in your taxable income, thus simplifying your tax return and saving some tax. An added bonus is that an IRA 
rollover by December 31, 2016 will qualify for all or part of the IRA owner’s required minimum distribution for 2016.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Terry Walter at the parish office.

HEAVENLY HIGHLIGHTS : A summary of Ministry Meetings through October 2016 provided by the SMP Pastoral Council

Overview:

All of our Councils and Commissions begin their meetings with prayer.  This year, we are using Lectio Divino for all meetings 
in the Parish.  In this prayer format, we listen to the Gospel for the coming Sunday and share our reflections prayerfully with 
each other.  

Pastoral Council:  

The Council and other parish leaders attended a Leadership Day in September and discussed the Strategic Plan the Council 
has been working on during the past year with the help of councils and commissions. (No report from the Pastoral Council.  
This report is inferred from information in other reports.)

Finance Council:  

Collection revenue is up 3% from last year and there are currently no areas of concern. A subcommittee is working on fiscal 
year 2017 budget details.  There were some questions about the various parish initiatives and how progress would be mea-
sured toward meeting them.

Spiritual Life & Worship Commission:  

The basic purpose of the commission, the roles of the members, the duties of the chair (or co-chairs), and the usual monthly 
meeting agenda were outlined.   Liturgy activities were reviewed that help the parish move toward a more hospitable envi-
ronment to make all parishioners as well as newcomers feel at home.  Members were asked to prayerfully think about and 
make note of those things that make the Sunday experience good for them.  The September Leadership Day and completed 
Strategic Plan were also discussed.

School Commission:  

The year started with an enrollment of 242, compared to 235 last year.  This is the first year for use of the Measure of 
Academic Progress (MAP) test given to all students in K-8.  St. Michael students tested above the national average in all 
grades and tested above the archdiocesan average in 18 of 21 tests (three subjects per grade for grades 2nd – 8th.  The 
test will be given again in the winter and the spring.  The Family Night Auction was very successful, grossing over $53,000 
compared to $37,000 the previous year.  The “Fund a Need” project (new motorized bleachers for the gym) goal of $15,000 
was exceeded by $200.  On Tuesday, Nov. 15, from 6:30pm-8pm, the Superintendent of Schools for the Archdiocese will 
deliver a presentation.  The 2016-2017 Accreditation Self Study is underway with a review and update of mission, philosophy 
and school-wide learning expectations.  

Upcoming Events: Open house January 29, 2017 from 11am-1pm; SMART GALA May 6th at Indian Summer
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HAPPENINGS

LIQUOR WITH THE VICAR
Monday, November 21, 6:30 pm 

O’ Blarney’s Irish Pub : 4411 Martin Way E, Olympia, WA 98516

Come join us for an evening of drinks and fellowship with Seminarian Greg Snyder. The evening's 
topic for discussion is Certaininty: Relativism or Absolutes?

Contact: Greg Snyder • (360) 292-7108 • gsnyder@saintmichaelparish.org

FAMILY HOLY HOUR
Come and pray as a family as we give thanks to God our Father for all the graces and blessings 
received during this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Sunday, November 13 from 2:15-3:15pm in the St. Joseph Chapel. 

Includes Eucharistic adoration, benediction, and recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  

Contact: Deacon Ronnie San Nicolas at (360) 250-6626. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND
Your donations help people stay in their home and maintain their medical prescriptions. 

Donations can also be delivered directly to SVDP during office hours. The ofice is open from 1-3pm 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Thank-you for your generous and prayerful support.

Contact: St. Vincent de Paul Office• (360) 352-7554 

ADVENT ‘16 VOCATION RETREAT
The Seattle Archdiocesan Vocation religious communities of Women and Men are offering a 
Reflection Day on Consecrated Life for Single Young Adult Women and Men. 

December 10 from 9:30am-2:30pm at St. James Catherdral Outreach Center, 907 Columbia St, 
Seattle 98014. 

Contact: Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP • (206) 920-8560 • jmiller@csjp-olp.org 

RECONCILATION SPECIAL TIME
As the Jubilee Year of Mercy winds down God extends his mercy to us in the sacrament of 
reconciliation.

Friday, November 18, 5-7pm at the Downtown Church

This time is offered for those who cannot easily come during the day. Take the time to  experience 
the joy in this gift of great beauty.
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WEEK 2 — SMALL GROUPS SERVE
This Sunday, the final Sunday of our Year of Mercy, Fr. Cody 
reminds us that there is nothing cosmetic about the cross.  He 
reminds us to avoid the temptation to abandon our crosses or 
to keep them merely cosmetic so that they don't really change 
us. Let us embrace our cross and follow the King to paradise!

If you were unable to join the 300+ parishioners preparing 
for Advent in small groups, you can follow along by using the 
reflection sheets and Fr. Jim/Fr. Cody's videos posted on the 
website at saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small groups. Click 
on “Resources”.

ST. MARTIN’S ABBEY ANNUAL BAZAAR
5000 Abbey Way SE, Lacey 
Old Main Building on the 1st floor in the Guest Dining Room

November 18/19: 1-4pm 
November 20: 12Noon-8:30pm

Old and new hand-crafted items, antiques, religious articles 
and custom made rosaries, baked goods, and more!

The Abbey Oblate community of St. Martin’s Abbey invites 
you to this three-day fund raiser to support the Benedictine 
community of Norcia as their members rebuild after the dev-
astating earthquakes in Italy. Part of the proceeds will also 
go to third world Benedictine communities and to projects of 
the Saint Martin’s oblate community here.

Saint Martin’s oblates are lay Christian men and women who 
study the Scriptures and Holy Rule of St. Benedict to see how 
they can apply what they learn to their daily lives.

Just mark your calendar, follow the signs and support the 
cause!

Contact: 
Brother Edmund • (360) 438-4457 • 
br_edmund@stmartin.edu

NAME TAG SUNDAY
Saturday, November 19 & Sunday, November 20 

All Masses

Next weekend is name tag Sunday. In an effort to recognize 
one another by name we invite you to wear your name tag 
to Mass next Saturday and Sunday. Our parish is large and 
sometimes it may feel like it is hard to get to know people. 
Imagine if you are new in the parish; a name tag helps with an 
introduction. A name tag is a statement of friendliness. It gives 
us a way to say hello, to start a conversation. A name tag puts 
a name to a face and helps reduce the distance between us.

If you have a parish name tag or a name tag from a commu-
nity organization bring it with you or make your own before 
Mass. We'll provide easy stick on tags and pens. Remember 
to take advantage of the name tag and call someone by name 
or introduce yourself!

ADVENT FESTIVAL
Sunday, November 20, 10am to 1pm 

St. Michael School Gym

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 

Come celebrate the beginning of the Advent season. Make 
a prayer cloth, play Advent bingo, do the Jesse Tree cake 
walk, purchase Advent and Christmas wreaths, create take 
home activities and much more! Come joyfully and prayerfully 
participate in the holy season of Advent. 

All ages are welcome!

Contact: 
Leanne Bergford

(360) 292-7112 
lbergford@saintmichaelparish.org
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Dear St. Michael Parishioners,

What a fun Family Night! Thank you for adjusting your plans to join us on the 
rescheduled date. We were blessed to have good weather that night. I am so 
grateful to our S.M.A.R.T. Family Night Chair, Michelle Newlean, for her inspira-
tional leadership and innovation. Thank you to our S.M.A.R.T. Committee, all of 
our sponsors, parent volunteers, and staff. Through your incredible generosity, 
we raised $53,000 to support our endowment for tuition assistance and our 
capital improvements fund! As part of that total, we met our $15,000 goal to 
purchase new, motorized gym bleachers. As we wrap up Family Night, I am 
blessed to announce that Deborah and Chris Graver and Debbie and Marc 
Defreyn have answered the call to serve as our S.M.A.R.T. Gala co-chairs! 

Parents of students in grades 2-8 received the results of our initial Measures 
of Academic Progress tests (MAP) at parent-teacher conferences. In studying 
the school-wide MAP scores, all 21 tests (three subjects per grade) reveal 
that our students are above the national average and 18 tests show that our 
students are above the archdiocesan average. This data snapshot speaks 
volumes about the effectiveness of our teaching and the quality of student 
learning at our school! I look forward to charting the progress of our students 
as they take their MAP tests in the winter and spring.

As a reminder, all parents and parishioners are invited to attend a special 
PTSA meeting on Tuesday, November 15th at 6:30PM in the Multipurpose 
Room. Childcare will be provided in the school gym. The meeting will fea-
ture a presentation about Catholic education from Dr. Patrick Haggarty, our 
Superintendent of Schools for the Archdiocese of Seattle. We will also present 
our newly revised St. Michael Parish School Mission, Philosophy, and School-
wide Learning Expectations. 

Blessings,

Connor Geraghty
Principal

THURSTON COUNTY COOKIE & 
SOCKS DRIVE
Saint Michael Parish will be collecting 
cookies and socks for incarcerated indi-
viduals and their families in Thurston 
County. Donations will be accepted until 
the weekend of December 11.

Contact:

Bene Reece

(360) 292-7143

breece@saintmichaelparish.org

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL 5TH GRADE 
CHRISTMAS WREATH SALES
Thank you to everyone who pre-ordered 
wreaths last weekend! If you took an 
order form, please return it with payment 
to the school office as soon as possible.  
A limited supply of the Advent Wreaths 
and Advent Candles will be available for 
purchase at the Advent Fair on November 
20th.

Cash and carry weekends are coming up! 
Door wreaths, Advent wreaths and can-
dles will be available on November 26 & 
27. On December 3 & 4 door wreaths will 
be available. 

All proceeds/donations go towards 
the 5th grade class trip to attend the 
Shakespearean Festival in Ashland, OR 
in June 2017. Thank you for your support! 
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LIFE IS CHANGED, NOT ENDED
Catholic cemeteries are where faith is strengthened, hope 
is awakened, and remembrance is accomplished through 
perpetual care. Through the support of our faith community, 
Archdiocesan Catholic cemeteries are able to provide free 
burial for the needy, members who cannot afford a sacred 
place of burial, and all infants in our communities.

Preparation for death is an essential part of life for a Christian. 
Death marks the end of our stewardship on earth and is the 
beginning of our eternal life. Talking about death is never 
easy, but discussion and pre-planning can eliminate stress 
and confusion and assist grieving family and friends. Cemetery 
arrangements can be made well in advance, alleviating the 
burden on survivors at a very stressful time. Catholics may 
also wish to choose cremation, but the Church still has specific  
expectations for burial of cremated remains in a cemetery. 

For more info on our Calvary Catholic Cemetery in Tumwater, 
pre-arrangements, and other questions, please call the parish 
office or check the Seattle Catholic Cemeteries Association at 
acc-seattle.com.

Find out more about
Becoming Catholic

Interested in finding out more about the Catholic Church or becoming Roman Catholic? Whether you 
were baptized in another Christian tradition or have never been baptized and are exploring Christianity 

for the first time, give us a call!  Cecilia Brennan | (360) 292-7127 | cbrennan@saintmichaelparish.org

share

MEN’S HOMELESS SHELTER - SOCKS, UNDERWEAR 
AND OTHER ITEMS NEEDED.
The Men’s Homeless Shelter at St. Michael’s Church started, 
as usual, on November 1. We shelter up to twelve men per 
night, four nights per week, through the end of February. 
In preparation for the shelter season we need to stock up 
on donations. In particular we need socks, underwear, hand 
warmers, bus passes, Long Johns, coats, waterproof gear, 
toothbrushes and other toiletries, as well as winter hats and 
gloves. We try to prepare them for the next day by providing 
some weather appropriate clothing. On behalf of the men we 
shelter, thank you! Please look for the donation baskets in 
the gathering space, or bring your items to the parish office.

Contact: 

Greg Snyder

(360) 292-7108

gsnyder@saintmichaelparish.org
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SUPPORT GROUPS AT SMP
SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Are you, or someone you know, grieving? If you are 
carrying a heavy heart because of the loss of a loved 
one , a divorce or any other unsettling situation, please 
join us. Cycles of eight consecutive meetings are 
offered on Saturdays throughout the year. 

We gather to learn about the grief process, to support one another, and 
to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our faith and enlight-
ened by Christ. Meetings are closed to other participants after the second 
gathering.

Next cycle of meetings starts Saturday, November 19, 10am-12Noon, 
Parish Center Room 9.

 SAINT PEREGRINE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
If you, a family member, or someone you know has 
been diagnosed with cancer, come and be with us to 
pray and support each other. 

Cycles of six consecutive meetings for those diag-
nosed with cancer and their loved ones are offered 

on  Saturdays throughout the year. 

Next cycle of meetings starts Saturday, November 19, 1-2:30pm, Parish 
Center Room 6.

PARENT ASSISTANT NEEDED FOR 
ONE HOUR MONDAY MORNINGS
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd offers 
Montessori-based faith formation for 
preschoolers on Monday mornings in 
Room 1. 

We are looking for an adult who can 
serve as a mentor/support person to 
help a busy preschooler navigate our 
environment.  

Safe Environment Training is required, 
but no particular background is needed 
other than delight in a small child. 
We are looking for someone who is 
available from 9:30-10:30am or 10:30-
11:30am on Monday mornings through 
December 12. We will reassess ongoing 
needs at that time. Training and super-
vision provided.

Contact: 
Mary Trotter 
mtrotter@saintmichaelparish.org

Contact and Registration: 
Bene Reece • (360) 292-7143 • breece@saintmichaelparish.org 

Rachel Yabut, Steward for EDGE and 
Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Chris Peterson, Steward for Faith  
Formation and Life Teen 
(360) 292-7106  
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

MERCY REIGNS: NOVEMBER 18-20
Please keep all Life Teen/Edge mem-
bers and volunteers in your prayers this 
week. This upcoming weekend is their 
Fall Retreat: Mercy Reigns.

If you would still like to register, please 
contact the office today!

LIFE NIGHT: 

TONIGHT:
Reconciliation Night in Gathering Space 
& Church

NEXT WEEK: 
Retreat Weekend

EDGE NIGHT: 

TONIGHT:
Reconciliation Night in Gathering Space 
& Church

NEXT WEEK:
Retreat Weekend


