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July 31, 2016 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES: 
(Check page 2 for changes)

Downtown:  
1055 Boundary St. SE

Monday - Thursday: NOON 
Friday & Saturday: 9AM  
Saturday Vigil: 5PM,  
Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM, 
5PM

Westside Chapel:  
1835 Overhulse Rd. NW

Thursday (1st & 3rd): 6:30AM 
Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM 
2nd Sunday: 1:30PM (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11AM  
Saturday: 9:45AM, 3PM

PASTOR: 
Fr. Jim Lee 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: 
Fr. Cody Ross 
DEACONS: 
Rob Rensel 
Ronnie San Nicolas 
John Bergford

Saint Michael Parish
Olympia, WA

Saint Michael Parish Communication Card

NAME: 

PHONE:                  EMAIL:

ADDRESS: 

PARISH OFFICE (360) 754-4667 
1208 11th Ave. SE, Olympia 98501

CALVARY CEMETERY ext. 138 
3850 Cleveland Ave., Tumwater 98501

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL (360) 754-5131 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3PM (360) 352-7554

CLOTHING BANK  
Tues & Sat 9-11AM, Thur. 6:30-8PM

PREGNANCY AID   (360) 956-7413  
M, T, Th, Fri  2-4PM, Wed. 9AM-Noon

ST. MIKE’S TIKES  (360) 586-1585

I would like to register in the parish

I’ve been away and would like to  
return to the Catholic Church

Send me more information on:

Clip and place in o�ertory, return to the parish o�ce, or simply give to a Hospitality Minister.

OUR MISSION IS TO PLACE GOD FIRST IN ALL THINGS, TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL OF  
JESUS CHRIST, AND TO GROW IN HOLINESS THROUGH PRAYER, SACRAMENTS, AND SERVICE.
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JULY 31, 2016 - EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Last Sunday, Fr. Jim and Fr. Cody invited us to pray for someone specifically at Mass during the Our Father. Connecting 
with each other in meaningful ways is part of our discipleship journey and takes hospitality to an even higher pitch. 
On Sundays we come together to pray as a community, to praise and worship God as an assembly. We gather at 
the Eucharistic table to become one Body in Christ. Part of coming to the table is bringing our joys and our sorrows, 
our whole selves, and o¦ering them on the altar to God. By praying for each other as we do this, we call to mind and 
then magnify our desires to be unified with each other in Christ. Sometimes during the day or at Mass a particular 
person may come to mind. It may be someone you haven’t seen in a while or someone you see sitting alone. Take 
that as a nudge from the Holy Spirit to pray for that person for whatever need they have at that moment. 

This is what prayer partnering is all about — simply keeping the needs of others in our hearts and bringing them to 
God as we gather in prayer. Does it take us out of our comfort zones? Well, yes, at times it does. Is it comforting to 
know someone else is praying for us? Absolutely. There may be no better way to o¦er hospitality than by o¦ering 
to pray for someone you don’t know. Throughout the coming weeks you will be invited to continue praying for one 
another in the hope that you will feel the urging of the Holy Spirit to more fully form one Body in Christ.

Another key way to connect hospitality and prayer is through the Alpha course. Alpha is an introduction and the 
beginning of a relationship. It introduces people to the person of Jesus Christ, often for the first time. The Alpha 
approach is to emphasize that Christ is real, that he died and rose for us, and that Christianity is a way of life to be 
learned, not a set of ideas to be agreed upon. Just like in the early Church, people are first introduced to Jesus by 
way of the proclamation of the Good News and the o¦ering of the Christian life as the answer to the most vexing 
questions. It is not catechesis, and Alpha hosts are trained to remain largely silent and simply facilitate conversation 
around topics that grow increasingly Christ-centered as the course goes on. People are allowed to discover God in 
the messiness of their own lives. They are not led to the trough and forced to drink.

In order for course attendees to have a life transforming encounter with Christ, however, certain preparations must be 
made. Barriers must be removed so that the love of God can be made manifest through the material and through the 
people in each group who are journeying together on a voyage of discovery. The key, again, is hospitality. Treating 
our guests the way we would treat guests in our own homes is core to the Alpha approach. We enjoy a good meal 
together. We don’t force people to pray. We don’t force people to sing and we don’t make people feel inadequate or  
embarrass them for asking the most bizarre questions or holding strange spiritual beliefs. We just try to love them 
and help them to see how much God loves them, too. There will be plenty of time to talk about Eucharistic theology 
and introduce Marian devotions and all the other things we love about our faith. But it has to be Jesus first and that 
can only happen if we provide the same spirit of love and acceptance that God continually extends to all us sinners. 
Please pray for our team and our guests as they, too, work on forming one Body in Christ.

Over the summer our youth ministries programs are visiting the homes and families of our youth. We do this because 
we desire to have a deeper encounter and relationship with the families we serve. We want to build relationships with 
them that draw all of us closer to Christ. Our culture su¦ers from what Blessed Mother Theresa called a “poverty of 
relationships.” Our lives are often filled with so much and our days are just bursting at the seams with the stu¦. Yet 
so many still find themselves alone, lonely and hungry for deeper connections with others. The church is not exempt 
from this poverty and many of our brothers and sister experience this. How well do we know those we sit next to at 
Mass? What are their names? What are their joys and crosses? The truth is that Saint Michael Parish is a wonderful 
community to call home, but we must not forget that we are an unfinished work of God. God is calling us to more! As 
disciples we are called to intimate community with God and with each other. Jesus wants us to counter this poverty 
of relationships with what Pope Francis calls a “culture of encounter” and genuine hospitality. We are called to know 
each other by name and become invested in each others’ lives. As we continue to discuss hospitality this summer, 
let us all take a step out of our comfort zones and encounter another brother and sister in Christ.

- Michelle Clinton, Ralph Shawver and Chris Peterson 
  Saint Michael Parish Sta�

JULY 31, 2016 - EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Judy Parent 
Brian Cabreros 
Marissa McGoldrick 
Joey Lynn Benck 
John McKillip
Ken Zarker 
Carmen McHugh 
Gerri Brassfield 
Dioscoro T. Malinao 
Darleen Ryan Upmeir 
Constance Patnude 
Sarah Bowers 
Anna May Livingston
Paul Dorsey
Fr. Jerry Villarrubia 
Eileen Hood 
Jimmy Svec 
Georgene Muxen
Harry & Connie Archuleta
Autumn Cartwright 
Bill Barnes 
Hilary Borngesser 
Kevin Roberts 
Paul Nielsen 
Terry Roswall 
Cindi Gronka 
Stan 
Frank Petrino 
Pam McCauley 
Barbara Jean Smith 
Kelly & Josh Sumner 
Patty Leininger 
Ron Edwards 
Brad Lippert 
Lola Mae Nimrick 
Kylee & Je¦ Nimrick
Avery Shawver
Lisa Zander
Jolane Zander 
Newell Family 
Jan Putnam 

Brandon Richart 
Dan Damian, Sr. 
Rosanne Burns 
Cindy Torimino 
Ray Nikula
Robert Kelly
Teresa Labou¦ family
Billy Hylton
Tonya Hylton
Shirley Hylton 
Theresa Hylton
Brian & Cara Barkis
John Heelan
Thomas and Lillian Gould
Patrick Gould
Mike and Gina Gould
Rob and Meghan Sterling
Thomas and Mary Ward 
Molly Bachmann 
John Kupper 
Jake Abrams 
James Jensen 
Lisa Schramm 
Bernadette Mariotti 
John Winslow 
Mr. & Mrs. Dearing 
Baby David 
Don Orazem 
Rose Marsh 
Victor Showalter 
Elizabeth Magee 
Robert Brown 
William Swan 
June Francis 
Sarah Rathbun  
Tony Camperi 
Justin Lazara 
Bill & Janis Granville
Sharon Dovell
Gene Putscher 
Pat O’Neill 
Giorgio Bresda

Judy Parent Brandon Richart

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

8/1 MONDAY

12NOON - Word & Communion

8/2 TUESDAY

12NOON - Ronnie & Missy San Nicolas (30 yr. Anniv.)

8/3 WEDNESDAY

12NOON - Maria Billman U

8/4 THURSDAY

6:30AM - Poor Souls in Purgatory Westside

12NOON - Pat O’Brien U

8/5 FRIDAY

9:00AM - John McHugh U

8/6 SATURDAY

9:00AM* - Fayne McCa¦ray U

5:00PM - Anne McCauley U & Frank McCauley

8/7 SUNDAY

7:30AM - Patty Revoir U

8:30AM Eric Blomberg U Westside

9:30AM - Andy & Jean Lechner U

10:30AM - Living & Deceased Altar  
Society Members

Westside

11:30AM - Anne & Frank Campanile U

5:00PM - People of St. Michael Parish

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish O²ce at (360) 
754-4667 or submit your request via our  
website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion, please call:  
Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry  
Barber at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

HE WAITS FOR YOU! (UPDATED!)

Scheduled adorers still needed!

Thursdays at 10PM
Fridays at 5PM

Contact: 
Roger Theine 
(360) 357-6246 
rtheine@comcast.net

*We o¦er the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick as well as 
the blessing of religious articles at the 9AM Mass on the first 
Saturday of every month.
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Pastoral Year 2016-2017
Donations Received as of July 24, 2016

Sunday Stewardship $27,655

Online Giving $16,928

Sunday Loose Donations $1 ,347

Holy Days (Easter) $7

Youth (Little House) $ 1 1 5

Total O�ertory Collection Received $46,052

Year to Date Received $197,174

DOWNLOAD OUR APP AT: myparishapp.com

Because of your faithful stewardship, every parishioner can 
experience hundreds of hours of viewing, reading, and listening 
to the best Catholic content. Enrich your life and bless your 
family—sign up and begin using FORMED today!

GO TO: WWW.FORMED.ORG 
ENTER OUR PARISH CODE: V6GRWQ

YOU’VE CREATED AN ACCOUNT ON FORMED BUT NOW 
IT SEEMS THE SITE WANTS TO CHARGE YOU?
If you’ve already created an account and established a login 
name and password, whenever you return to the FORMED 
website, you only need to click the “login” button located 
at the top right of the screen and then, on the next screen, 
enter your login and password. If you click in the center and 
reenter the parish code, you may be asked to establish a per-
sonal account for a monthly fee and be prompted to provide  
a credit card number. If this happens, go back to the initial 
FORMED page and look for the login button! All FORMED 
content is free for parishioners, so please don’t establish an 
individual account for which you will be charged!

UNIQUE SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
We have a need for someone to attend monthly Pastoral 
Council meetings to take and transcribe notes, which are 
distributed to council members. A laptop is provided during 
the meetings for taking notes.

The parish is required to have o²cial notes for Pastoral 
Councils, so this is an important job. The notetaker is not a 
member of the Council, but would need to commit to attend-
ing the meetings, which are on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month, from 8 am to 11 am. 

Interested? Contact Terry Walter at (360) 292-7116 or  
twalter@saintmichaelparish.org

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS — JOIN THE FAITH TEAM!
Do you love Jesus? Enjoy 
children? Want to be a part 
of a dynamic group of parish-
ioners who pray together, 
break open God’s Word and 
share the wonders of the 
Catholic Faith with children?

Find out more about serving as  a catechist. Could be God’s 
calling you!

Leanne Bergford 
(360) 292-7112 | lbergford@saintmichaelparish.org

Elizabeth Lyons 
(360) 292-7119 | elyons@ saintmichaelparish.org

STEWARDSHIP
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THE SMALL GROUPS DIFFERENCE
It’s summertime, but don’t let your faith take a vacation.  If your small group is not 
meeting regularly, why not get together for a family picnic or meet for Mass and 
lunch.  Do a service project together or have a movie night and watch one of the 
great Catholic movies on FORMED. Stay connected and keep supporting each 
other!

If you are not in a small group yet, some groups are open to receiving new members 
at any time.  Check out the open groups on our website.

Contact: 
Diane Steinbrecher, Small Groups Coordinator | smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

FAITH BASED SUPPORT GROUPS
BRIDGE OF HOPE: We o¦er cycles of 8 consecutive meetings for those grieving 
and carrying a heavy heart. We also o¦er one-to-one support for those unable 
to come to group meetings. Upcoming meetings start Thursday, July 28 , 6-8PM, 
Parish Center Room 8. 

Note: The cycle of meetings for this group started last week. There is still time to 
join the group this coming week, however, the group will close to new participants 
after this second meeting. 

ST PEREGRINE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP: A cycle of six consecutive weekly 
meetings for those diagnosed with cancer and their loved ones. Next cycle of 
meetings will start Saturday, August 27, 1-2:30 PM, Parish Center Room 6.
MISCARRIAGE AND LOSS OF INFANT SUPPORT GROUP: Date and time to be 
scheduled in the Fall. 

Whether present events brought sorrow to you or you are carrying the pain of grief 
and a heavy heart from long ago; whether faith brings you support while your heart aches or whether a¶iction causes your 
faith to tremble, please join us. We gather to support one another, and to share our thoughts and feelings, sustained by our 
faith and enlightened by Christ. All meetings are FREE. No need to be a parishioner to attend.

For questions or to RSVP, contact Bene Reece | (360) 292-7143 | breece@saintmichaelparish.org

SMP IS AGAIN JOINING THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE PROJECT TO 
PROVIDE SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO NEEDY KIDS. 
Items needed: Ruled paper, Crayola crayons, colored markers and pencils,  rulers, 
scientific calculators,  and backpacks.  Cash donations also help buy school sup-
plies at lower bulk prices.  New or gently used coats, sweatshirts and hoodies are 
needed, as well as new children’s socks and underwear. 

All donations must be clean and in good condition. Cash donations can be labeled 
“Giving Bus” and placed in the collection basket or dropped o¦ at the parish o²ce. 
Donations will be collected now through August 14. Last year your donations helped 
3000 Thurston County students go back to school with pride! Distribution day is 
August 18 at Komachin Middle School. Questions? Visit redschool.org  or contact 
Connie Fischer, SMP Little Red School House volunteer coordinator, at (360) 786-
9676 or jimconnief@q.com

Register online now for Faith Alive in the Home, our parish Family Formation pro-
gram for parents with their  children age preschool through 5th grade. 

Connect with other families. Grow deeper in love with Jesus while you learn more 
about our faith with your children and fellow parishioners. Share a meal, the Word 
of God and the joys and challenges of raising children in the faith. Serve as a family 
in the wider community. Celebrate the church year and engage in family practices 
that nurture prayer in the home. That’s F.A.I.T.H.!Follow me! This way to F.A.I.T.H.!
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HAPPENINGS

OUR LADY OF LA VANG 
Sunday, August 14 at 1:30PM at the Westside Chapel

Together with Fr. Tuan Nguyen, our Vietnamese community would like to express its deepest grat-
itude for your love, hospitality and support.  Please join in the celebration of the Feast of Our Lady 
of La Vang and the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is truly a wonderful 
and joyous celebration!

PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
August 19-21 - St. George Byzantine Catholic Church, 9730 Yelm Hwy

Mass, Matins and Vespers, Rosary, Sacraments of Penance and Anointing of the Sick. Browse the 
shrine gift shop. Saturday lunch and evening BBQ meals provided at nominal charge. Camp on the 
premises if you’d like!

(360) 459-8373 | www.stgeorgeolympia.com

APPRECIATING AND CELEBRATING CATHOLICS IN THE WEST

Saturday, August 13th at Torero’s Restaurant in the Renton Landing from 10am.  

Included for only $35 is a delicious lunch, a copy of Journeys of Faith by our guest speaker, Corinna 
Laughlin and much more!   If you cannot attend, please participate in the ra¶e - five prizes will be awarded 
- all valued over $200.  For tickets, call (206) 274-7676 or stop by Alleluia Catholic or Vercillo’s Catholic 
stores. Visit seattleaccw.org to learn about this women’s ministry in the Archdiocese.

SPANISH MASS FOR AUGUST
La próxima misa en español será el martes, día 9 de agosto, 2016.  Sera a las 7PM. en la Capilla. 
Están cordialmente invitados a asistir y después juntarnos para visitar unos con los otros. Estamos 
agradecidos que el  P. Justin nos hace el favor de ser el celebrante para la misa.  

Contact: Jane Villanueva (360) 489-0895 | mjvillanueva44L@comcast.net
The next Spanish Mass is Tuesday, August 9.  It will be at 7 p.m. in the parish chapel. You are cordially invited to join 
us and then stay to visit afterwards.  We are very appreciative that Fr. Justin will be the celebrant.

ALTAR SOCIETY POTLUCK
The SMP Altar Society is having a potluck on Wednesday, August 3 from 12-4PM at the Rose Garden 
at Priest Point Park. Everyone is welcome!

PRIME TIMER’S GAME DAY
Just a reminder for those who purchased tickets for the Rainiers game in Tacoma it is on Tuesday, 
August 2, 2016. The game starts at 11:30 am if you have not done so already please contact Elizabeth 
Lyons at (360) 292-7119 to arrange a ride and pick up your tickets. 
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JUSTFAITH – A TRANSFORMATIONAL 
JOURNEY

How do I become someone who really 
cares for and acts on behalf of the poor 
and the vulnerable?   Consider JustFaith 
– a ministry designed to empower and 
transform participants so that they can 
become agents of God’s good news to 
the poor.  

Learn more at justfaith.org

Contact Bill Brennan at (360) 357-3982 
with questions or to register for the 
upcoming program.

CONSIDERING SEPARATION OR 
DIVORCE?

There is an alternative — it’s called 
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī).

Retrouvaille has helped tens of thou-
sands of troubled marriages, bringing 
reconciliation and healing to seemingly 
hopeless situations. You are not alone. 

For confidential information about, or 
to register for our upcoming program 
beginning September 23-25, 2016 call 
(360) 671-6479 or visit the website at 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

ALPHA SAMPLER!
Want a taste of what Alpha is all about?

August 10 at 6:30pm in the Parish 
Center Multipurpose Room

You’ll experience a typical Alpha 
evening, complete with a meal, a pre-
sentation, and discussion time. Please 
RSVP on our website so that we know 
how much food to prepare!

Our next Alpha course runs September 
14-November 23. Who will you invite?

Contact: 
Ralph Shawver   
(360) 292-7115 
rshawver@saintmichaelparish.org

FOOD BANK & THE OTHER BANK 
COLLECTION IS NEXT WEEKEND 
Every first weekend of the month we 
take non-perishable food and financial 
donations for the Thurston County Food 
Bank. The Other Bank, operated by the 
YWCA, distributes personal hygiene 
products and cleaning supplies which 
cannot be purchased with food stamps. 
These items are essential for maintain-
ing health and personal dignity. 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
St. Michael Parish is a family of families. When one member of our family is  
struggling financially, others step up to help out.

That’s what our Shoulder to Shoulder ministry is all about — parishioners helping 
parishioners. 

Church members who find themselves in a financial crisis simply complete a 
confidential application which is screened by a committee of parishioners who, 
in turn, make a funding recommendation to Fr. Jim. Over the years money has 

been used to pay unexpected medical bills, rent, utility bills, and for such things as home or car repairs. Checks are 
written directly to the service providers, not the parishioners requesting assistance.

Applications are available on our website or at the Good News stand. Written applications are scrubbed of identifying 
information before they are reviewed by the Shoulder to Shoulder committee.

Are you facing a financial emergency with nowhere else to turn? If so, consider filing a Shoulder to Shoulder application. 
Your church family is here for you.
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34TH ANNUAL CATHOLIC FAMILY CAMPOUT FOR SINGLE ADULTS & SINGLE PARENTS WITH CHILDREN

A perfect opportunity for Christian fellowship and making memories for yourself and your children! We’ll enjoy beautiful park 
facilities, plus hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, games, and an outdoor Liturgy on Saturday evening.

Friday, August 19 at 1PM until Sunday, August 21 at 11AM

Millersylvania State Park—Environmental Learning Center  – Deep Lake (10 miles south of Olympia o¦ I-5, take exit #95 (Maytown) 
and follow the signs!)

Cost for the weekend: $110 for one adult plus one child, $130 family of three, $150 family of four, or $160 family of five. Weekend 
rates include use of a cabin (cabins sleep 8), 5 meals, plus all facilities and use of row boats, canoes, paddle boards, etc. 
Day rate is $65-$75 for a family, or $40 for a single adult (not staying overnight) and excludes cabin use. No alcohol, no pets 
and no tent or RV facilities.

Space is limited, so please register early! Pick up a registration and flyer with more info at the Parish O²ce.

Contact: Lou Miller at (360) 943-9114

MERCY ACROSTIC

Make me an instrument of 
your love

Enter my heart, oh Lord

Retrieve my heart, oh Lord 
Cast off the devil and his 
minions!

You are my guide and my 
hope

Prayer Acrostic by Isaac Schilter, 
St. Michael School

FALL PREVIEW - GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE SERIES
Mondays 7-8:30PM beginning Sept. 19.

Key to an encounter with Jesus Christ is to delve into the Word of God. The Bible 
Timeline is the first of the Great Adventure Bible series and provides a timeline of 
the most significant events and key characters of the Bible. A unified story unfolds. 
Gain the power to unlock the Scriptures and encounter Jesus Christ. Register online 
or after Mass on Sept. 10/11 and 17/18.

JOSHUA: The Book of Joshua is an 
historical account of how the Israel-
ites conquered Canaan, the land God 
promised them in the covenant with 
Abraham. The book details Joshua’s 
obedience to God, the bloody-yet- 
miraculous battles, and the division of 
the land among the 12 tribes

JUDGES: The Book of Judges records 
the Israelites’ descent into sin and the subsequent terrible consequences. The 12 
heroes of the book seem larger than life but were imperfect, just as we are, which 
makes this book just as relevant today. Judges is a stern reminder that God pun-
ishes sin but is always ready to forgive the repentant sinner.

RUTH: The Book of Ruth—while only four chapters long—is one of the most mov-
ing accounts in the Bible. A story of love and loyalty, you will be amazed by the 
many layers and depths of meaning packed into this little love story!

Our study of Joshua/Judges/Ruth meets on Tuesday mornings starting Sept. 20 
from 9:30-11:30AM in Gathering Space Room 3. Childcare is available.
Cost is $45 for materials.

Sign up online or contact: 
Elizabeth Lyons | (360) 292-7119 | elyons@saintmichaelparish.org
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THIS WEEK: Summer kick-o�!  
5th graders welcome! 

Rachel Yabut, Steward for EDGE and 
Middle School Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

THIS WEEK: Summer kick-o�! 
8th graders welcome! 

Chris Peterson, Steward for Faith  
Formation and Life Teen 
(360) 292-7106  
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

AUGUST 7 - FAMILY BBQ AFTER LIFE TEEN MASS

THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE IS YOU!
If we want our teens to remain close to 
Christ and his Church, it’s up to us to 
help make that happen. Has the Holy 
Spirit placed on your heart the desire 
to help lead teens to Christ? Our Core 
Teams have maximum impact when it 
comes to our teens and their faith. Come 
help us build the future!

Contact Chris or Rachel.

Haiti Mission 2016
Water! So simple, so common, so taken 
for granted in my life. But during our visit 
to Haiti, it became a poignant part of daily 

living. With no running water on the mission base, using water involved searching 
for a bucket then waiting in line at the reservoir’s spigot. It reminded me of the 
women in the Bible gathering at the well; a time of simplicity, patience, and social-
izing. We used this water for flushing toilets and for pouring it by the cupful over 
our heads for cool refreshing showers. A bigger challenge was staying hydrated 
in 90 degree, 100% humidity weather! We had a constant supply of clean drinking 
water but would go out to home visits in the community and see that they had 
none. The beautiful Caribbean was in our backyard. Its warm water welcomed 
us in the afternoons and provided a spectacular display of lightening during an 
evening thunderstorm.

But I experienced another kind of water. Before one evening session I got a text that 
my young daughter was in a tubing accident, had a concussion, memory loss and 
was struggling emotionally. Being so far away and not able to care for and comfort 
her was more than I could bear and I broke down into many tears; mercy-beckoning 
water. That evening, the 15 missionaries 
from St. Mike’s circled around me, laid 
hands on me and prayed. Their words 
poured over me and soothed my heart, 
calmed my worries, provided hope. 
Their words were guided by the Holy 
Spirit bringing with them Christ’s peace. 
Like the Woman at the Well, I experi-
enced God’s Living Water.  

I had struggled with how I could bring 
my Haiti experience home with me, 
and live it out in a culture that is rela-
tively rich.  I think one answer is here, 
in providing for those who have spiritual 
needs, and guided by the Holy Spirit, 
pouring out Living Water.

- Diane Steinbrecher

Please pray for our YMP-bound youth, 
leaders, and their families!
Jessica A.
Noah B.
Anna B.
Emma B.
Emma C.
Ani C.
Kobe D.
Parker E-G.
Sophia G.
Ruby G.
Kathryn H.
Sarah H.
Claudia H.
Ryan H.

Maggie L.
Mattox M.
Maddie M.
Gunner M.
Mayee N.
Isabella P.
Isaac S.
Olivia S.
Mary Beth S.
Jessy W.
Trinity W.
Caitlin W.
Maxton Y.

Happy campers! The spigot.




