
YEAR OF MERCY 

This liturgical year, which begins with the First Sunday of Advent on November 29, 2015, marks a special 

time in the life of the Roman Catholic Church.  Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has called an 

extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy in his bull Misericordiae Vultus.  This Jubilee Year of Mercy officially 

commences on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8, 

2015 marked by the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome.  Then, the following 

Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, known also as Gaudete (or Rejoice!) Sunday, will include the 

opening of a Holy Door of Mercy in the cathedral church of each diocese in the world.  Pope Francis, 

Bishop of Rome, will open a Holy Door at the Archbasilica of Saint John Lateran in Rome and Archbishop 

Sartain will open our local Holy Door at Saint James Cathedral in Seattle on December 13, 2015. The 

Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization has published eight pastoral resources 

for living the jubilee Year of Mercy (through Our Sunday Visitor) which could be used for study and faith 

sharing in the parish especially, for example, taking one volume per week during the forty days of 

Lent.  The first, "Celebrating Mercy," provides the ritual for the opening (and subsequent closing) of the 

Holy Door; though this rite will only be celebrated at the cathedral by the archbishop for the opening of 

our archdiocesan Holy Door the beautiful text is worth study and reflection in order to make its riches 

known to the faithful.  This opening (and closing) of the Holy Door is the principal way in which the 

Archdiocese of Seattle will mark the Jubilee Year of Mercy together with the observance of "Twenty-

Four Hours for the Lord" (on March 4-5, 2016), several additional archdiocesan Jubilee celebrations 

scheduled at Saint James Cathedral (see complete schedule online), and parish pilgrimages to the Holy 

Door. "Celebrating Mercy" is not, however, limited to cathedral celebrations and includes recommended 

liturgical celebrations of mercy you may want to consider for your parish.  These include principally the 

liturgical celebrations of the Lenten season especially those rites associated with the catechumenate 

(see Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 138-146) as preparation not only of the catechumens for 

baptism but also for the faithful and that second baptism of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 

Penance, the sacrament of mercy par excellence.  A second pastoral resource for living the Jubilee, 

"Confession: The Sacrament of Mercy" (OSV), provides six chapters outlining how "this Jubilee can be a 

privileged moment for re-proposing, as a central theme of pastoral ministry, the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation in a way that captures its beauty and effectiveness" ("Confession," pg. 6).  I will turn to 

specific recommendations for these Lenten and penance rites in a future edition of this Liturgy Line 

and, later in the year, to the Jubilee Year of Mercy celebrations of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

(September 14, 2016) and the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 3, 2016) explicated.  

Some elements which may be taken into immediate use within the Liturgy of the Eucharist beginning on 

the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and throughout the Jubilee Year of Mercy are, if deemed 

appropriate, the use of a specific formula for the dismissal, namely, "Be merciful, just as your heavenly 

Father is merciful. Go in peace."  In addition, it may be advisable to take into more widespread use for 

the Penitential Acts Form A and B especially if the latter is not yet familiar to the faithful from the third 

edition of the Roman Missal.  Form A is the Confiteor and Form B is "Have mercy on us, O Lord." ℟ "For 

we have sinned against you."  "Show us, O Lord your mercy." ℟ "And grant us your salvation." 

respectively.  Note that when doing using either form A or form B of the Penitential Act that the Kyrie, 

eleison (Lord, have mercy) is also sung (or said) in accord with the Roman Missal (Order of Mass, 7). 

"Celebrating Mercy" commends the celebration of all the sacraments with specific attention to the ars 

celebrandi, the words and gestures of the liturgy, "to make visible...the Father's mercy and his care for 
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each of his children" ("Celebrating Mercy," pg. 19).  Mystagogy thereon is proposed as fitting for 

liturgical catechesis in homilies and other settings (see Catechism of the Catholic Church 1074-1075, 

Evangelii Gaudium 163-168).  Additional liturgical resources for use include celebrations of the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist using the standalone Missal and Lectionary of Collection of Masses of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary (published in 2010 by Liturgical Press) specifically on Saturday as preparation for 

Sunday.  Specifically commended are the settings 'Mary, Queen and Mother of Mercy' (which we will 

use for Missa de la Madre de las Américas), 'Mary, Mother of Reconciliation,' 'Mary, Help of Christians,' 

'Mary, Cause of our Joy,' 'Mary at the Foot of the Cross,' 'Mary, the New Eve,' and 'Mary, Fountain of 

Salvation' ("Celebrating Mercy," pg. 24).  Masses for Various Needs and Occasions and Votive Masses 

given in the Roman Missal and Lectionary for Mass are commended for use throughout the Jubilee Year 

of Mercy include 'for Reconciliation,' 'for the Forgiveness of Sins,' and 'for Peace' as well as 'the Mystery 

of the Cross' and 'the Mercy of God' ("Celebrating Mercy," pg. 25). Pope Francis commends specifically 

the communal celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours, especially Morning Prayer (Lauds) and Evening 

Prayer (Vespers), throughout the Jubilee Year of Mercy ("Celebrating Mercy," pg. 27-28, see also 

Sacrosanctum Concilium 100).  These celebrations may be celebrated to coincide with, adapted in 

accord with the General Instruction on the Liturgy of the Hours in order to incorporate, or otherwise 

highlight the Psalms of Mercy (viz., Psalms 25, 50(51), 103, 146-147, and 136).  A third pastoral resource 

for living the Jubilee, "Psalms of Mercy" (OSV), provides reflections which may be used in parish study 

groups and are commended for use during pilgrimages to the Holy Door ("Celebrating Mercy," pg. 

31).  The Invitatory opening, "Lord, open my lips" / "And my mouth will proclaim your praise," recited at 

the beginning of our first office, is a particularly appropriate discipline to commend to the faithful during 

this Jubilee Year of Mercy as it is taken from Psalm 50(51):17 and calls to mind the entire Miserere. 

During any of these liturgical celebrations—whether the Liturgy of Eucharist, communal celebrations of 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Penance, the Liturgy of the Hours—and in recommended 

expressions of popular piety—whether pilgrimages to the Holy Door, adoration, Stations of the Cross—it 

would be most appropriate to make use of the Hymn for the Year of Mercy (by Paul Inwood).  With its 

simple Latin refrain, "Misericordes sicut Pater" (Merciful like the Father), and verses in many languages 

this Hymn for the Year of Mercy may be profitably used as during the Communion Procession and at 

other points where the assembly may participate fully consciously and actively by using a short refrain 

not needing printed aids to divine worship.  Resources have been made available. "Celebrating Mercy" 

concludes, before the rituals for the opening and closing of the Holy Door, with an invitation to the 

faithful to practice lectio divina.  Excerpts from a fourth pastoral resource for living the Jubilee, 

"Parables of Mercy" (OSV), are provided for hearing, meditating upon, and praying in response to the 

Word of God.  This section could be used to great effect with liturgy committees, catechetical teams and 

those whom they prepare for Christian initiation, parish staffs, families and small faith sharing groups, 

and others preparing to encounter the mercy of God in word and sacrament so that they might be 

imbued with the true Christian spirit and so be increasingly "Merciful like the Father." 

 

By: Andrew Casad, Director of Liturgy for the Archdiocese of Seattle. 
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