
Saint Michael Parish
Olympia, WA

March 29, 2015
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

MASS TIMES: 

Downtown: 
 Monday - Thursday: Noon 
 Friday & Saturday: 9AM  
 Saturday Vigil: 5PM,  
 Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM, 5PM

Westside Chapel: 
 Thursday (Lent): 6:30AM 
 Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
Thursday: 11:00AM  
Friday: 5:30pm (Lent) 
Saturday: 10AM, 3PM

PASTOR: Fr. Jim Lee 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. Brian Thompson 
DEACONS: 
 Rob Rensel 
 Ronnie San Nicolas 
 John Bergford

Hungering for Seeds of Home
We follow Jesus this week on our Lenten 
journey as he enters into Jerusalem, 
a community he knew well. CRS Rice 
Bowl asks us, too, to prayerfully enter 
into our own communities, to find those 
who are hungry and thirsty, who need 
our help. How does our Lenten journey 
motivate us to serve those we encounter 
in our daily lives?
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Rose Finley
Victoria Erskine
Tom Ragan
Lou Jessen
Whitney Johnson
Peter Argeris and Family
John Kupper
Paul Krech
James Sharp
Todd Sharp
Brandon Sharp
Miranda Sharp
Betty Blue
Arturo Pacheco
Jan Putnam
Cathy Austin
Kathy Pool
Mary Wallace
Donald Shawver
Jolane Zander
Tom Roth
Julie Larsen
Dorothy Krumpos
Ryan & Harmony Davis
Medard Hoa Le
Pat & John Turk
Judy Sinclair
Doris Smith
Rita Canova
Donald Spieles
June Francis
Robert Hauth
Rosanne Burns
Kellen McCauley
Margaret Milano & Family
Sonny Cabotage
Sonja Ybarra
Shirley Johnson
CE Redfield
Robert Brown
Elizabeth Magee
Carole Robbins

Diana Holland
Jennie Ronning
Margy Hull Fitzpatrick
Nancy Leone
Sr. Katherine Gray
Tonya Hylton
Christel Repp
Thomas & Lillian Gould
Patrick Gould Family
Michael Gould Family
Thomas Ward Family
Meghan Sterling Family
Aislinn Hodgett
Sandy Nelson
Shayla Hemphill
Paisley & Michah 
     Russel-DeMers
Bob Ronning
Ngoc-Lan Nguyen & family
Donna Ratliff
LaBouff Family
Ryan Kullavanij
Ann Cooke
Yvette Villarrubia
Pam Marshall
Maureen Callaghan
Ray Proctor
Betty Kostecka
Eileene & Gene Putscher
Pat O’Neil
Bruce Sherman
Martin Barkis
Kathy Sivey
Hoa Duong
Victoria Duong
Phyllis Jefferson
Jennie Ronning
Phil Erickson
John McKillip
Kathleen Downey
Karen Roberts
Brenda Hotchkiss

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 754-4667  
or submit your request via our website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and  
wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call  

Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry Barber 
at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

March 29 (Palm Sunday)
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 
50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1-
15:47 or Mk 15:1-39
March 30
Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11
March 31
Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33, 
36-38
April 1
Is 50:4-9A/Mt 26:14-25
April 2 (Holy Thursday)
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/1 Cor 
11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15

April 3 (Good Friday)
Is 52:13-53:12/Heb 4:14-
16, 5:7-9/Jn 18:1-19:42
April 4 (Easter Vigil)
Gn 1:1-2:2/Gn 22:1-18/
Ex 14:15-15:1/Is 54:5-14/
Is 55:1-11/Bar 3:9-15, 
32C4:4/Ez 36:16-17A, 18-
28/Rom 6:3-11/Mk 16:1-7
April 5 (Easter Sunday)
Acts 10:34A, 37-43/Col 
3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6B-8/Jn 
20:1-9

Please Pray for:

Readings:

3/30 MONDAY

12Noon - Andy & Jean Lechner U

3/31 TUESDAY

12Noon - Karen Daly U

4/1 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Living & Deceased Members Altar Soc.

12:10pm - Mass at State Capitol

4/2 THURSDAY (Holy Thursday)

7:00pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper

4/3 FRIDAY (Good Friday)

7:00pm - Veneration of the Cross/Holy Communion

4/4 SATURDAY (Holy Saturday)

9:00pm - Easter Vigil in the Holy NIght

4/4 SUNDAY (Easter Sunday)

7:30am - Thomas & Lillian Gould

8:30am - Ellie Kronenberg U WS

9:30am - Logan Sharma

11:00am - Albert Unobagha U WS

12Noon - Zach Ingersoll U

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

Mass Schedule & Intentions (WS - West Side)

prayer list mass schedule & intentions readings
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March 29, 2015  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

The Mystery of Holy Week

“I always begin my prayer in silence, for it is in the silence of the heart that God speaks. God 
is a friend of silence – we need to listen to God because it’s not what we say but what God 
says to us and through us that matters.” – Bl. Teresa of Calcutta

We are invited into one of the greatest gifts that the Church has to offer us: Holy Week. We are invited on 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion to begin a week’s long journey into the heart of God’s infinite love for us in 
the person of God’s own Son, Love Incarnate, Jesus Christ.

We are invited not merely to remember what happened so long ago, but to enter into, to become part of, to 
allow the reality of Jesus’ saving actions into the hours and minutes of our daily lives this week. We are  
invited to discover the sacred in the midst of the secular, the extra-ordinary in the midst of the ordinary.

Yet, to be able to do this, we must be intentional. We must take time, rearrange schedules, cancel what was 
planned and create the space for silence, for prayer, for gathering, and most of all, for mystery.

The Easter Triduum – Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil are the most holy of days for us and 
one of the few times that we as an entire parish come together to pray.  Because we offer seven Masses 
each weekend, we live as a fragmented community of prayers. Not that this is wrong or bad in itself, but  
rather it does not lend itself to an experience of the whole Body of Christ of St. Michael Parish to be one, to 
pray as one, and to experience the presence of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in our midst together.

For those of you who have participated in the Paschal Triduum, you know how incredibly beautiful, prayerful, 
and powerful it is.  Please invite others you know in the parish to come and pray with you.  I also ask that  
after Mass today, you take with you our Holy Week/Easter “invitations” to give to others: neighbors,  
co-workers, classmates and others.  Let us share this good news of God’s love with others.

I close with these words from the late Fr. Benedict Groeshel, CFR:

“There are at least a thousand lessons to be learned at Calvary, and then there are the 
mysteries beyond these lessons, which bring us to the shores of an endless sea.  But as we 
prayerfully ponder the work of Christ as Savior and Redeemer, the forgiveness of sins by 
Christ on the cross seems to be the lesson that we should concentrate on…

We must look at the incredible and mysterious event of the death of a God, the only God 
who ever died, and realize that it happened for us that we might live forever.  We are  
forgiven – we need only accept and acknowledge the forgiveness and the need to repent, 
to change as much as we can.

We have two more things to do.  As Jesus Christ made clear in his life and works: we also 
must forgive, and we must love and help others in return for what God has done for us.”

In Christ, I love you,

pastor’s notebook
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The end of our Lenten journey is imminent. Have we 
altered our lives? Have we rededicated ourselves? 
Have we renewed our covenant with the Lord? These 
are major conversions and changes, and perhaps the 
best question we can ask ourselves is quite simply, “Is 
anything different?”

According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “The real aim 
of Lent is, above all else, to prepare us for the celebra-
tion of the death and Resurrection of Christ… the better 
the preparation the more effective the celebration will 
be.” We have been called to a conversion of heart.

In the few days we have remaining we must strive for 
some form of purification, by some effort to reject sin 
and selfishness. As good stewards we need to identify 
something in our lives, someone in our lives perhaps, 
with which or with whom we must reconcile. First and 
foremost we must reconcile with God; if we fix that 
relationship, everything else naturally follows.

We have been given gifts through the Holy Spirit. This 
is a vital time for us to use those gifts to build the  
Kingdom of God. 

- Read more at: www.thecatholicsteward.com.

Pastoral Year 2014-2015
Donations Received as of March 22, 2015

Sunday Stewardship $40,144

Online Giving $16,620

Sunday Loose Donations $1,296

Holy Days $7

Youth (Little House) $ 9 9

Total Offertory Collection Received $58,166

Year to Date Received $2,232,339

Year to Date Needed for Budget $2,122,604

Amount Ahead of Goal $109,735

Debt Reduction (Pink Envelopes) $573 $50,480

treasure

stewardship

Schedule for Holy Week 2015 

Holy Thursday – April 2

No Confessions or Noon Mass
7 PM – Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Full house – come early to park!

Good Friday – April 3

9 AM – Morning Prayer
Noon – 3 PM – Noon Prayer & Stations of the Cross
 7 PM – The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and  
              Adoration of the Cross

Full house – come early to park!

Holy Saturday – April 4

9 AM – Morning Prayer
9 PM – Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

No Saturday Confessions, no 5 PM Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday – April 5

Downtown: 7:30 AM* | 9:30 AM | Noon | 5 PM

Westside: 8:30 AM* | 11 AM
*Incense-free Masses.  
 Incense used at all other Holy Week Masses.

Remember your last confession, set reminders for 
when to go again, and be reminded to schedule 
another after going to confession. A handy how-to 
guide walks you through the process, reminding you 
of what to expect. The Act of Contrition is also avail-
able for quick access. A Reflection of Conscience 
based on the 10 Commandments and precepts of the 
Church help you to make a thorough confession.

Last week: Mass Mode
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parish happenings

Food Bank & the Other Bank 
Collection Delayed One Week

This month’s collection will be 
held April 11/12 instead of the 
first weekend of the month.

Non-perishable food/financial 
donations are taken for the 
Thurston County Food Bank.   
The Other Bank, operated by the 
YWCA, distributes personal  
hygiene products and cleaning  
supplies which cannot be  
purchased with food stamps.  
Donations of money are also 
much needed and appreciated.  
Please use the blue edged enve-
lopes at the donation table and 
put them in the collection or give 
to a hospitality minister. Thank 
you for your generosity.

Christian Morality Series

After Easter, Seminarian Jeffrey 
Moore will present a four-part  
series on the foundations of 
Christian morality. This series 
will go beyond what the Church 
teaches to WHY she teaches 
it, giving you the theological 
tools to analyze complex moral 
situations according to Catholic 
thought. All are welcome, regard-
less of theological background.

Classes will be held Fridays, 
7-8:30pm in the Parish Center, 
Room 9.

April 10 – Sources: Natural Law, 
Revelation, & Theology

April 17 – Basics: Definitions, Act 
Theory, Virtue Theory

April 24 – In-depth on Sexual 
Moral Theology*

May 01 – Case Studies: Ectopic 
Pregnancies, War Taxes, etc.

*High-school age and older, please.

Interested in representing the 
parish on the Little Red School 
House Committee? 

Major projects would include: 
regular meetings (note: the 
committee meets during the day/
office hours), annual fundraiser in 
May (selling tickets, and providing 
other support), coordinate help 
with washing donated coats, 
collection/distribution of items 
in August. Please check the web-
site for more info.

www.redschool.org 
Bene Reece 
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

Prime Timers Potluck

Gathering Space after the noon 
Mass, Tuesday, April 14, around 
1pm.  Please bring a main dish, 
salad or dessert to share.  Pat & 
Don Ritter and Tom & Mary Lou 
Nolan are the hosts.  Skye Myers 
from Senior South Sound Travel 
is the guest speaker. All parish 
seniors are welcome.  

Prime Timers Brunch

Sunday Brunch will be on April 
19 at 11:30am at the Martin Way 
Diner. Sign up at the potluck or 
call Ida.

Ida Van Ausdal  
(360) 705-4017  
(before noon Sat., April 18)

Elizabeth Lyons, 
Steward for Sacramental Prep 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 

Good Friday Stations of the 
Cross for Children 

Westside Chapel , Friday, April 3,
9:30 or 10:30am 
Children and families will engage 
in story, song and prayer during 
this holy trek while remembering 
Jesus’ passion, death and glorious 
Resurrection. Your guide will 
meet you at the main doors of 
the chapel for the early session at 
9:30 or the 2nd session at 10:30. 
RSVP online for your desired 
session. Dress for the weather - 
this is an outdoor event. 

Homebound & Holy Communion

If you or someone you know 
is temporarily or permanently 
homebound, or if you have family 
members who visit but cannot 
come to Mass, call Bene at (360) 
292-7143. Please call the parish 
office at (360) 754-4667 to 
schedule a visit from a priest and  
receive the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick.  If not an 
emergency please call the office 
in advance. If an emergency 
occurs after office hours, leave a 
message on the emergency line, 
including your phone number, 
and we will return your call asap. 
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parish happenings

Family Holy Hour in honor of the 
Divine Mercy

Come as a family and celebrate 
Divine Mercy Sunday with Jesus 
our risen Lord. A special family 
Holy Hour will be held on Sunday, 
April 12 from 2:15- 3:15pm at the 
Saint Joseph Chapel. The family 
holy hour will include Eucharistic 
Adoration, Benediction and recita-
tion of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
Refreshments will be served 
following Holy Hour.   

Deacon Ronnie San Nicolas 
(360) 250-6626

Over 300 penguins journeyed 
together in Small Groups this Lent, 
growing closer to each other, 
and closer to Christ. May your 
Holy Week be truly blessed.  “For 
where two or more are gathered 
together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.”  Mt 18:20 

Join a Small Group after Easter! 
Watch the bulletin and website 
for details.

saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small-
groups 
diane steinbrecher 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

Catholic War Veterans

Currently serving in the United 
States Armed Forces or an 
honorably discharged veteran of 
the armed forces, Coast Guard, 
National Guard or WWII Merchant  
Marines? If you’re currently serving, 
or are a military veteran of the 
United States of any era, or if you 
are related to a veteran and are a 
baptized Catholic, you are invited 
to join the Catholic War Veterans.  

The CWV is a non-profit Veterans 
organization whose members 
dedicate themselves to nourish-
ing veterans and their families, 
and supporting youth programs 
that promote love of country and 
love of their Catholic faith. We 
need 15 committed parishioners 
to start a post ! Please take a 
few minutes and check CWV out 
online.

Bene Reece 
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org 
www.cwv.org

We are excited to offer this course 
again starting Saturday, April 18th 
from 10am-Noon, plus Tuesday, 
April 21st andThursday, April 23rd 
from 7-9pm. Please visit  
www.daveramsey.com and search 
for classes near you for the St.  
Michael Parish offerings. Kits are 
available at the parish office for 
$95. Daycare may be available, 
depending on interest.

Financial Peace University meets 
one day a week for nine weeks. 
We learn to handle money the 
right way - from debt reduction 
and living on a budget to retirement 
and college savings and much more.

We can’t wait to help the next 
group of people start their journey 
to financial freedom, so plan on 
joining us in April!

Children’s Corner

Why do we use palms today? 
Listen closely to the Gospel. 
People waved palm branches 
because they knew Jesus was 
the king. Take a blessed palm 
home with you and place it next 
to an image of Jesus to remind 
you every time you look at it that 
Jesus is our King.

El Padre Brian Thompson el 
párroco asociado de St. Michael 
celebra la misa de español para 
los de la comunidad hispana. La 
próxima misa es el 14 de abril.
Hay Confesiones a las 6:30pm y 
Misa a las 7pm en la Capilla San 
José. Están cordialmente invita-
dos a asistir.  

Jane Villanueva  
(360) 489-0895  
mjvillanueva44L@comcast.net
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parish happenings

Ladies, come to an Endow 
Presentation and Social given 
by Emily Espinola, Director of 
Program Advancement for Endow, 
on Wednesday, April 22, in the 
Multipurpose Room. Endow 
(Educating on the Nature and 
Dignity of Women) offers small 
study groups aimed at educating 
women toward a deeper, more 
profound understanding of their 
God-given dignity and vocation 
as women. Today’s Catholic 
woman faces many adversities. 
Come and learn how we can 
equip you with the proper tools 
to live out your faith in the world. 
You will learn more about the 
Endow program and how to form 
or join an Endow study group. A 
social with drinks and appetizers 
follows the presentation. 

Elizabeth Lyons  
(360) 292-7119  
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 
www.EndowGroups.org

Evenings for the Engaged

A six week marriage preparation 
course for those ready for the 
sacrament of marriage. Classes 
are taught by married couples 
who understand the blessings 
and struggles in this vocation. 
Meetings take place in the home 
of parishioners on Friday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30pm. Spring dates: 
April 10, 17, 24, May 1, 8, & 15. 
Open only to those registered for the 
Sacrament of Marriage.

Kimmy Jones  
(360) 292-7121 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Baptism Preparation 

Baptism preparation classes are 
offered throughout the year for 
parents and Godparents. The 
spring session is about to begin! 
Classes take place on Tuesday 
May 5, 12, & 19 from 6:30-8:30pm 
in Gathering Space Room 2.

Elizabeth Lyons  
(360) 292-7119  
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Please bring your Rice Bowl to the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper:

7pm Holy Thursday, April 2nd

This Mass recalls Jesus’ admo-
nition to us to love one another. 
Our Lenten practice of almsgiving 
comes to a close with our Holy 
Thursday collection.

Michelle Clinton 
(360) 292-7111  
mclinton@saintmichaelparish.org

Catholic Community Services’ Community Kitchen is holding its first 
fundraiser breakfast at the Norman Worthington Conference Center at St. 
Martin’s University. Funds raised at the breakfast will help the Community 
Kitchen continue its mission to provide lovingly made meals daily to our 
neighbors-in-need! They also need help with sharing invitations, serving 
as a table captain, and sponsorship.

Here’s a quote from a note we received: “At The Community Kitchen we 
have many volunteers each month from St. Michael Parish.  In fact, St.  
Michael Parish sends us more volunteers than any other organization.  
We are very grateful!”

community happenings
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Upcoming Offerings at the Priory 
Spirituaiity Center, Lacey

Journey to Easter: Triduum 
Retreat: April 2-5, Thursday 3pm 
- Sunday Noon

Women in Transition - Springing 
Forward: A 6-session series  
meeting Wednesday mornings 
from 9am-Noon, April/May

Please call for more info!

(360) 438-2595 
prioryprograms@gmail

community happenings

A New Beginning for Your  
Marriage

Retrouvaille (pronounced ret-
ro-vī) helps distressed couples 
rediscover each other and take 
positive steps to begin a new life 
of healing, commitment and love.
Call or visit the website for  
confidential info about, or to  
register for the upcoming program 
April 24-26.

Retrouvaille is a community of 
disciples committed to helping 
couples heal their marriages.  

(206) 706-2608 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com

Saturday, April 25, 2015

In order to form, challenge and 
encourage men of the Seattle 
Archdiocese in their Catholic 
faith, spirituality and morality the 
Seattle Men’s Conference is held 
annually and offers a solid, ortho-
dox agenda. Hosted by St. Steven 
the Martyr Parish in Renton, this 
third Seattle Men’s Conference 
features Abp. Sartain, Matt Fradd, 
Hector Molina, Fr. Bryan Dolejsi 
and more. Join other strong men 
of faith for this powerful event. 
Register online.

www.SeattleMensConference.org

Marriage is a journey!!  

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend can help you enrich 
your marriage and add some 
pizzazz to your journey.  Whether 
you’ve been married one year or 
fifty, a Marriage Encounter Week-
end may be just the thing you 
need to put a breath of fresh air 
into your relationship. 

Upcoming Weekend:  May 1-3, 
2015 in Tacoma. 

Jeanpierre and Gay Charette 
for info/registration  
(253) 582-0239 
www.mrwwme.org

Easter Sunday, April 5th at 9pm 
on NBC, join millions of viewers 
for the powerful series premiere 
of A.D. The Bible Continues and 
continue on a 12-week journey 
through chapters 1-10 of Acts. 
Witness the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the heroism and sacrifice, 
the joy and sorrow, and the 
forgiveness and redemption 
surrounding the most powerful 
global movement in history – the 
rise of the Church.
“A.D. The Bible Continues’ is a triumph! 
It tells the riveting story of the beginning 
of the Church with reverence, excitement 
and brilliance.”  -Cardinal Donald Wuerl

Knights of Columbus Info Night

The Olympia Knights of Columbus 
invite you to an information night 
including a free spaghetti dinner. 

April 6th at Columbian Hall, 
6794 Martin Way E., Lacey. 

This event is open to brother 
parishioners and their wives who 
want to learn more about what 
the Knights of Columbus are all 
about! Please RSVP by phone or 
email.

Grand Knight Darren Johnson 
(253) 709-4588  
kofc1643@gmail.com
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parish happeningsyouth ministry

March 29 & April 5 - No Life 
Night or EDGE

Chris Peterson, Steward for  
LifeTeen 
(360) 292-7106 
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

YMP Applications now available!

Get yours online at our website 
or hard copy at the parish office.

Applications are due April 26!

Called to Protect for Parents & 
Families

This class is being offered at 
St. Columban Catholic Church 
in Yelm on Thursday, April 23rd 
beginning at 6:30pm in the  
parish hall. Please note: This 
class does not fulfill Safe  
Environment requirements.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015
9 AM - 1:30 PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!
www.DynamicCatholic/Olympia 

or at the Parish Office. 

This event WILL sell out, so get your tickets early!
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The mission of St. Michael Catholic Community:

Place God First in all things; 
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
Grow in Holiness through Prayer, Sacraments,  
and Service.

Downtown Church 
1055 Boundary St SE 
Olympia, WA 98501

Saturday Vigil  5pm  
Sunday Mass  7:30, 9:30, & 11:30am 
LifeTeen Mass   5pm
Weekday Mass: (See pg. 1 for schedule changes) 
Monday - Thursday 12noon  
Fridays & Saturdays  9am 

Westside Chapel 
1835 Overhulse Rd NW 

Olympia, WA 98502

Sunday Mass  8:30am & 10:30am
Vietnamese Mass 1:30pm 
2nd Sunday of the Month
Weekday Mass: 
Every Thursday in Lent  6:30am

Reconciliation (Downtown Only):

Saturday  Following 9am Mass  
          3-4:45pm 

Thursday   11-11:45am 
Fridays during Lent 5:30 - 7:30pm 

The St. Joseph Chapel is open for prayer 24/7.

St. Michael Parish Office  (360) 754-4667
St. Michael Calvary     (360) 754-4667 ext 138 
Catholic Cemetery 
3850 Cleveland Ave. Tumwater, WA 
Steve Erickson, Cemetery Director  
St. Michael School    (360) 754-5131 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc.   Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm 
      (360) 352-7554
Clothing Bank      Tues  9-11:00am
                             Thur. 6:30-8pm
      Sat. 9-11am
Pregnancy Aid       (360) 956-7413  
      24 hr msg  
      M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm  
      Wed. 9am-Noon
St. Mike’s Tikes     (360) 586-1585

What about those “Statement of Giving Letters”?

As many of you know, we send out informational 
letters every few months to keep you informed about 
your gifts to the parish. This letter includes your 
pledge amount and whether or not you’re up-to-
date. Our most recent letter went out the first week 
of March and included information for January and 
February.

We sent out roughly 1,100 letters; about a third of 
those went to families up-to-date on their giving, a 
third had fallen a bit behind on their pledge, and a 
third had not yet pledged, but do contribute. These 
letters are sent at the request of the Finance Coun-
cil as part of their commitment to the ME25 Survey 
(Member Engagement/Twenty-five Questions) - a 
commitment to be transparent about finances, to 
keep our data base current, and to communicate 
with parishioners. We mostly like the communication 
part. We get to say “Thank You” and ask for your 
help in keeping our information correct!

We heard back from about 40 families and only 
heard one negative comment—that person didn’t like 
the sentence that said, “Would you consider con-
tributing $__ today to keep your pledge current?” 
We tried to contact everyone who left a message or 
a note and, overall, talked personally with many of 
the 40 families and emailed many others. Most were 
grateful for the reminder and many had information 
to give us that corrected the information we report-
ed! The first person to respond included a $500 
check with their response! Overall, parishioners sent 
in more than $1,200 to bring pledges current. But 
best of all was the opportunity to talk directly to you 
and get to know you! Thank you for your generous 
response!

TNTT (Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth) News

Our Au Nhi (green scarves) enter Palm Sunday with 
lessons to prepare them for Holy Week and the 
Passion of Christ. They learn what to expect during 
the three most important days of the Catholic  year. 
Our older students, Nganh Thieu (blue scarves) and 
Nganh Nghia (yellow scarves), continue their exam-
inations of Holy Week and its deeper meanings. As 
well, they continue to study the Bible as the founda-
tion that strengthens their Catholic faith and practices. 
Hiep Si students (brown scarves) prepare to enter 
the world and serve their communities with Jesus as 
their role model. 

Finally, we remind students and their parents that 
there will be no lessons Easter Sunday, April 5th.
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