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MASS TIMES: 

Downtown: 
 Monday - Thursday: Noon 
 Friday & Saturday: 9AM  
 Saturday Vigil: 5PM,  
 Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM, 5PM

Westside Chapel: 

 1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30AM 
 Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Thursday: 11:00AM  
Saturday: 10AM, 3PM
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Idella Cooper 
Donald Bissen 
Bill Granville 
Roberts Family 
Hilary Borngesser
Robert Brown
Elizabeth Magee
C.E. Redfield
Richard Monohon
Scott Waytashek
Cindy & Tristen Campbell
Kenny Broussard
Bill Bounsall
Paul Noel
Jennifer Noel
Nancy Leone
Lela Mae LaBouff
LaBouff Family
Virgil Hamblin
John W. Plott
Betty Kostecka
Tonya Hylton
Christel Repp
Carla Garner
Rosie Scott
Matthew Benoit & Family
Frank Petrino
Fred Aube
John Peterson
Cindy Preuss
Joy Beland
Dottie LaGant 
Marvyl & Family
Margaret Wach
Theresa Jess
Briana Zander
Lisa Marie Zander
Don Jenner
Kathleen Downey
John McKillip
Janet Brown
Pat & Ginny O’Neil

Stephanie Smith
Gene Putscher
Cleo Dearing
Frank Goldsmith
Jimmy Johnson
Art Mead
Matthew Krug
Marty & Elaine Gideon & Fam
Dorothy Wendler
Tara Whetstone
Jerry Neal
Sam Camperi
Rose Finley
Victoria Erskine
Tom Ragan
Lou Jessen
Whitney Johnson
Peter Argeris and Family
John Kupper
Paul Krech
James Sharp
Todd Sharp
Brandon Sharp
Miranda Sharp
Betty Blue
Kathy Isoz
Arturo Pacheco
Jan Putnam
Cathy Austin
Kathy Pool
Mary Wallace
Donald Shawver
Jolane Zander
Lisa Zander
Tom Roth
Ryan & Harmony Davis
Medard Hoa Le
Pat & John Turk
Judy Sinclair
Doris Smith
Rita Canova
Donald Spieles

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 754-4667  
or submit your request via our website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and  
wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call  

Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry Barber 
at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

January 4
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3A, 5-6
Mt 2:1-12
January 5 
1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 
23-25
January 6
1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44
January 7
1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52

January 8
1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Mk 4:14-22
January 9
1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16
January 10 
1 Jn 5:15-21/Jn 3:22-30
January 11
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 
Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9
Mk 1:7-11

Please Pray for:

Readings:

Mass Schedule & Intentions                   (WS-Westside)

1.5 MONDAY

12Noon - Marge Prentice

1.6 TUESDAY

12Noon - Dave & Julie Nickerson

1.7 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Deceased & Living Members Altar Society

1.8 THURSDAY 

12Noon - Jerry Nellis U 

1.9 FRIDAY

9:00am - Donna Halett U

1.10 SATURDAY

9:00am - Luke Tsou U

5:00pm - George Lee U

1.11 SUNDAY

7:30am - Deceased Members DeSimone & Kelley 
Families

8:30am - Terry & Elizabeth Pruitt WS

9:30am - Dennis Wilson U

10:30am - Mark Fenner U WS

11:30am - Dave & Julie Nickerson

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

prayer list mass schedule & intentions readings

Incense Alert!
Incense will be used at the  
11:30am Mass on January 11.
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January 4, 2015 
The Epiphany of the Lord

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus, our Emmanuel,

A very blessed and holy New Year to you all! I pray that this New Year of our Lord will be filled with much 
peace, love and joy for you and for our world that seems to be in such darkness these days.

I am so grateful to begin my New Year with giving thanks. Because I will not have the opportunity to acknowl-
edge everyone personally, I want to thank all of you who were so kind in sending cards, gifts and Christmas 
goodies to Fr. Brian, the staff and myself. You are most kind and generous, and your thoughtfulness is very 
much appreciated.  

As I was going through my cards and notes after Christmas (and am still working at it!), I came across a note 
in a business reply envelope sent to the parish and passed on to me. I opened it and there was no signature.  
From past experience I almost immediately threw it away without reading it, until I read in the signature line,  
“A blessed parishioner.”

“Well,” I said to myself, “this can’t be that bad.”  It turned out to be one of the best Christmas presents I  
received. Allow me to share the final words of this note: 

Dear Fr. Jim,
If you’re like many people, you wonder when or even if your work bears fruit.  It does. Now. Often.   
St. Mike’s is well graced to have you. Thank you for helping us see Jesus.

I offer this to you, not only because it is such a kind, generous and thoughtful letter, but also to show it as an 
example of what I would ask you to do this Epiphany Sunday for someone who has touched your life this past 
year. Take time and write them a note expressing your gratitude for what they mean to you. What a blessing 
this will be for them.

Only a few days later, this past Sunday, a parishioner handed me a simple white envelope with my name on it.  
I said “Thank you” and placed it in my bag to look at later.  When I opened it that night, I realized that it was full 
of money with this note:

Father Jim, thank you for your gift of $1.00 that Sunday in November. I took my $1.00 and added  
one each day and watched it grow until Christmas. Now here is my gift to you. Merry Christmas.

WOW!  I was overwhelmed and filled with gratitude. As I brought this to prayer on Monday in the darkness of 
the early morning quiet, I was moved to invite each of us, as individuals and/or as families, into a “Year of  
Gratitude” based on the blessing from the book of Numbers for the feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, 
January 1st.

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace.

On January 1st I invited everyone at Mass to follow the example of this parishioner and begin a journey of grat-
itude by using a “Year of Gratitude” Starter Kit. It consists of a crisp $1.00 bill and a parish envelope to which 
you are encouraged to add to each day as you recall a way during the day that God has blessed you and been 
present to you. My dream is that next January 1st, we will bring this as a special offering of gratitude to God for 
the gift of 2015.

If you didn’t receive your “Starter Kit” you can pick it up after Mass or any time at the parish office.

We have much to look forward to in 2015. EMPOWERED!, our Financial Peace University classes, begin in 
mid-January; the Eucharistic Congress is Saturday, February 7th with Archbishop Sartain; Small Groups begin at 
Lent; I celebrate my 40th Ordination Anniversary on May 17th and Matthew Kelly is coming on June 27th.  What 
a blessed year this will be for our parish.  

Please invite others to join us on this journey of discipleship.

In Christ, our Emmanuel, I love you,

pastor’s notebook
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Food Bank Director Offers His Thanks

Every first weekend of the month we take nonperishable 
food and financial donations for the Thurston County 
Food Bank. The Other Bank, operated by the YWCA, 
distributes personal hygiene products and cleaning 
supplies which CANNOT be purchased with food 
stamps. These items are essential for maintaining 
health and personal dignity. Donations of money are 
also much needed and appreciated. On behalf of 
these great organizations, St. Michael Parish thanks 
you for your generosity and contributions! 

In his holiday report to the community, Robert Coit, 
executive director of the Food Bank tells this story: 
“Karen, a local grade school teacher shared with me 
that her class had been working on a writing project 
one afternoon. The children were asked to describe 
their dinner from the previous evening. With uneven 
letters and small illustrations, the children set about 
the task. But as Karen walked between the rows of 
desks, she noticed that one child’s paper was still 
blank.”

“She knelt down and asked the little boy why he 
hadn’t begun his description. Looking down, the little 
boy quietly replied, ‘It wasn’t my turn to have dinner 
last night.’ Because there wasn’t enough food in his 
home, his family had begun taking turns having an 
evening meal.”

The story doesn’t end there. Coit reports, “We send 
over 1,800 weekend food bags home with children 
in 33 elementary schools every single week for 
children just like that little boy. This month I offer my 
most sincere thanks for your ongoing support of the 
Thurston County Food Bank, for the support that 
feeds little boys like the one I’ve described. I am so 
grateful for what we are able to do thanks to your 
support.” 

The Greek word epiphania is the base word for today’s 
Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord. Stewardship 
calls us to an understanding of our Church and our 
faith and the Epiphany of the Lord is a vital part of 
our liturgical year and our Catholic tradition. “Epiphany” 
literally means “becoming apparent” or “appearance.” 
On this day we celebrate the reality of Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and as the divine and human son of God. 
This manifestation, so closely following Christmas, 
is another reminder of how gifted we are. It is an 
additional indication of how essential it is for us to 
acknowledge our giftedness and to respond in kind 
through stewardship. Many of us identify with the 
glory and joy of the visit of the Magi to the Christ 
child, and as Isaiah the prophet envisages in today’s 
first reading, “Then shall you be radiant at what you 
see; your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches 
of the sea shall be emptied out before you.” And 
we, as St. Paul indicates in the second reading, “are 
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
Gospel.” 

- Read more at: www.thecatholicsteward.com.

stewardship

Pastoral Year 2014-2015
Donations Received as of December 28, 2014

Sunday Stewardship $46,347

Online Giving $19,859

Sunday Loose Donations $1,480

Holy Days $43,816

Youth (Little House) $188

Total Offertory Collection Received $111,690

Year to Date Received $1,461,460

Year to Date Needed for Budget $1,452,308

Surplus Year to Date $9,152

Debt Reduction (Pink Envelopes) $706 $36,570

treasure

treasure

THANK YOU! Through your generosity,  
we now enjoy a small surplus! 
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Lumberjack Work Party

During the December 11 windstorm, 
several large pine trees were 
blown down across the power 
lines that serve the church and 
rectory. These two buildings 
had no electricity for 23 hours, 
resulting in activities being 
cancelled or relocated to other 
parish buildings. An additional 
86 homes in the neighborhood 
were also affected by the power 
outage. The trees that fell are 
owned by the church, so we 
are responsible for having them 
removed. 

We are planning a work party 
on Saturday morning, January 
10 at 9am to transport the wood to 
the Catholic Community Services 
Wood Bank that serves disad-
vantaged families. The wood is 
already cut to length - we need 
help splitting and transporting it 
across town. Pickup trucks, tools 
for splitting wood, gloves, and 
strong backs are urgently needed. 
Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided.

John Grausam  
(360) 754-4667 
jgrausam@saintmichaelparish.org

Catechesis of the Good  
Shepherd: Growing Closer to 
the Good Shepherd

Would you like to ponder the 
mysteries of God alongside 
children? Ready to start your new 
year with a renewed relationship 
with the Good Shepherd?  
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS) is a Montessori-based faith 
formation experience for children 
ages 3-12 that takes place in a 
specially prepared environment 
called the Atrium.  Adults journey 
with children as they explore 
God’s kingdom each week in 
2-hour sessions. Children work 
with materials based on scripture, 
liturgy, prayer, and Holy Land 
geography.  It is a place of order, 
beauty, prayer and reflection 
where the mystery of God meets 
the mystery of the child.

In the CGS Level I Adult Formation 
course, you will approach scripture 
and liturgy with the wonder of a 
child, and in so doing transform 
your own relationship with Christ. 

The next sessions of Level I adult 
formation begin on Saturday, 
January 10 and Sunday,  
January 11.    

Mary Trotter 
(360) 292-7145 
mdtrotter@comcast.net.

Come celebrate the 

Feast of the Epiphany 
All-Parish Potluck  

Tuesday, January 6 , 6 - 7:30pm  
in the Gathering Space

Celebrate the New Year and  
take home a house blessing kit. 

‘A - M’ bring a salad
‘N - Z’ bring a main dish

A-Z bring a friend!

parish happenings
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Small Group Penguins take the 
“Chill” out of the homeless.

 The “Morning Serenity” Small 
Group spent their last gathering 
stuffing Ziploc bags full of treats 
and useful items for the homeless.  
Thank you for your witness of 
sharing the Gospel!

Dates for the Lenten Session:

Jan 10 - Facilitator Registration opens
Jan 24 - Member sign-ups open
Feb 15 - Session begins

Diane Steinbrecher 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com



Prime Timers Pot Luck Lunch

Tuesday, January 13

Potluck lunch in the Gathering 
Space after the noon Mass, 
around 1pm. Please bring a main 
dish, salad or dessert to share. A 
special program “Personal &  
Internet/Scam Safety and Security” 
will be presented. All seniors are 
welcome! 

Sunday Brunch will be on January 
18 at 11:30am at the Chamber’s 
House Restaurant at Panorama 
City: 1751 Circle Ln SE, Lacey, 
98503.

Elizabeth Lyons  
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Baptismal preparation classes are 
offered throughout the year at St. 
Michael for parents and Godparents. 

The winter session classes will 
take place on Tuesdays January 
13, 20 & 27, 2015 from 6:30 
- 8:30pm in Gathering Space 
Room 2. For more information or 
to register visit our website.

Clases de Bautismo 

Para bautizar a sus niños, se 
ofrecen sesiones de preparación 
durante el año en la parroquia 
de St. Michael y es necesario 
que asistan  los Padres y los  
Padrinos.  Las próximas sesiones 
del invierno están programados 
martes, día 20 y 27 de enero, 
2015, a las 6:30 de la tarde.  
Para más información, pueden 
visitar el sitio web de la  
parroquia.

Children’s Corner

If I bring a friend to church I can 
make them feel more comfort-
able, if I help them to know what 
to do.  I can ask them to stand 
when I stand and sit when I sit. 
I can show them the book with 
readings and music. If they want 
to receive a blessing they can 
put a hand over their mouth or 
cross their arms over their chest 
and join the communion procession 
with me.

Baptismal Prep Classes  
Upcoming

Elizabeth Lyons, 
Steward for Sacramental Prep 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

Jane Villanueva  
(360) 489-0895 
para los que no hablan inglés.  

We provide faith-based grief 
support through cycles of 
group meetings and one-to-one 
support. We also offer regular 
monthly open meetings for those 
who suffered the loss of an  
infant, and meetings for those  
struggling with addictions.  All 
meetings are free of charge.  

Bene Reece, 
Steward for Social Ministries 
(360) 292-7143 
breece@saintmichaelparish.org

Please do not give money to 
anyone who asks for assistance 
while you are on the parish 
campus!

As a parish, we provide financial 
aid through our St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, Pregnancy Aid & 
the Food Bank. It is not  
appropriate for people to ask for 
handouts while you are attending 
Mass or other parish functions. 
You can encourage anyone who 
asks for money to check in at the 
parish office for specific times 
that the St. Vincent de Paul  
Office is open.

Just a Reminder

Grieving? 

parish happenings
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• Tools to manage your money 
and a plan to eliminate debt
• Direction to plan for life events 
such as retirement, college  
expenses, and emergencies
• Financial peace as you gain 
confidence with and control  
over your money

Our parish offered Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University 
classes last year and hundreds 
of parishioners are now working 
a plan to get out of debt, plan for 
the future and change the legacy 
of their families!

We are excited to offer this  
program again in January!

Beginning January 13, 2015, 
classes will be offered Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings at 7pm, 
plus Saturdays from 10am to 
Noon.  Childcare is available 
by calling the parish office and 
reserving a space! 

Go to www.daveramsey.com, 
click on the ‘classes’ tab and 
then ‘find a class’ to find the St. 
Michael Parish class schedule. 

Choose the time that works best 
for you! For those of you unsure 
if this class is right for you, we 
are happy to have you attend the 
first class for free!

For some helpful holiday  
spending tips go to  
daveramsey.com/blog

Financial Peace University 
(FPU) is a nine week class that 
gives you: 

Wednesday Afternoons 1-2:30pm

- or -

Wednesday Evenings 6:30-8pm

Jan. 14, 21 & 28 | Feb. 4 & 11

Registration is required and more 
classes will be offered if demand 
is high.

Discover your God-given talents 
and inspire your community!

LIVING your STRENGTHS
Upcoming Courses for 2015

Kathy Steinbrecher,
Steward for Strengths Dev. 
(360) 754-4667 

ksteinbrecher@saintmichaelparish.org

“…A man leaves his father and 
mother and clings to his wife, and 
the two of them become one body.” 
(Gen. 1:24)

Evenings for the Engaged retreat 
is a weekend marriage preparation 
course for those ready for the 
sacrament of Matrimony. If one 
spouse is a baptized Catholic 
and desiring to be married in 
the Church, these classes will 
prepare you for the sacrament. 
Classes are taught by married 
couples who understand the 
blessings and struggles of marriage. 

Meetings take place on Saturday, 
January 24 & 31, from 9am - 3pm 
with lunch included. Only those 
who have registered for the  
sacrament of Matrimony may  
attend. Download a registration 
form from our website. 

Marriage Preparation For  
Couples Marrying in the  
Catholic Church

Kimmy Jones, Steward for 
Weddings and Special Events 
(360) 292-7121
kjones@saintmichaelparish.org

Save A Life---Give Blood!

The Parish Nurse Ministry and 
the Puget Sound Blood Bank will 
hold a blood drive on Saturday, 
January 17 from 10am to 4pm in 
the Parish Center Multi-Purpose 
Room.

Register by phone or stop by the 
table in the back of the church 
on January 9/10.

Teens are encouraged to donate 
and walk-ins are welcome.

Kathy Rayburn
(360) 556-7514 
krayburn@saintmichaelparish.org

parish happenings
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Are you an Asian or Pacific 
Island Catholic? Do you work 
in ministry to/with Asian and 
Pacific Island Catholics?

If you can answer yes to one 
or both questions, your input is 
needed. The US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Cultural Diversity in the Church 
is conducting a national study to 
better understand and minister to 
Asian and Pacific Island Catholics, 
who currently number around 4 
million people. This is a diverse 
and important presence in the 
Church today. 

http://bit.ly.NSAPICUS and 
take a brief (15 minute) 
survey.

Friday Nights 7 – 8:30pm  
in the Gathering Space

Ages 18-30
Goal: Christ Our Life & Love

January 9 - Adoration followed 
by board games. Come join the 
fun!

Elizabeth Lyons, 
Steward for Sacramental Prep 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 

Friday, January 23 through Satur-
day, January 25, 2015

The Best Gift for Your Spouse 
this Christmas: A Loving Mar-
riage.  Have you and your 
spouse drifted apart over the 
years? Do you live in peaceful 
coexistence, but wish your mar-
riage was more than that?  
Do you think it’s impossible to 
have a warm and loving marriage? 

Think again. Retrouvaille  
(pronounced retro-vī) can help. 

A Lifeline for Marriages 

For confidential information 
about, or to register for our 
upcoming program beginning 
January 23-25, 2015:

(206) 706-2608
 www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Find out more about  
becoming Roman Catholic

Are you interested in finding out 
more about the Catholic Church 
or becoming Catholic?

Whether you were baptized in 
another Christian tradition or 
have never been baptized and 
are exploring Christianity for the 
first time, come to our Inquiry 
Sessions!

Inquiry Sessions Winter 2015

Jan. 7      Sharing our stories

Jan. 14     Images of God/Holy 
Trinity

Jan. 21     Church Tour/Mass

Jan. 28    Sacraments

Feb. 4      Scripture/How Catho-
lics Read the Bible

Feb. 11     Discernment

Sessions are held at 7pm in  
Gathering Space room 2.

No strings attached! 
Find out how we can serve you 

in your faith journey.

Debs Dugan, 
Steward for RCIA
(360) 754-4667 
ddugan@saintmichaelparish.org

parish happenings community happenings
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SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015
9 AM - 1:30 PM

parish happenings youth ministry
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Tonight – Jan. 4

Life Night – Are You Smarter 
Than the Wise Men?

This life night is modelled after 
a game show and will include 
challenges and prizes.

Next week: Human Trafficking

Chris Peterson, Steward for 
LifeTeen 
(360) 292-7106 
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

Tonight – Jan. 4

EDGE Epiphany Party

Join us for EDGE night as we  
celebrate the epiphany with a 
White Elephant gift exchange.

Next week: Respect Life

Rachel Yabut, Steward for 
EDGE & Campus Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

Eucharistic Congress for Youth

Saturday, February 7

Make sure to register your youth 
for the Eucharistic Congress. 
They will have their own  
sessions with great speakers, 
fun activities and opportunities 
to deepen their faith in Jesus’ 
presence in the Eucharist. 

Forms are available in the  
parish office & on the website.



The mission of St. Michael Catholic Community:

Place God First in all things; 
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
Grow in Holiness through Prayer, Sacraments,  
and Service.

Downtown Church 
1055 Boundary St SE 
Olympia, WA 98501

Saturday Vigil  5pm  
Sunday Mass  7:30, 9:30, & 11:30am 
LifeTeen Mass   5pm
Weekday Mass: (See pg. 1 for schedule changes) 
Monday - Thursday 12noon  
Fridays & Saturdays  9am 

Westside Chapel 
1835 Overhulse Rd NW 

Olympia, WA 98502

Sunday Mass  8:30am & 10:30am
Vietnamese Mass 1:30pm 
2nd Sunday of the Month
Weekday Mass: 
1st & 3rd Thursday  6:30am

Reconciliation (Downtown Only):

Saturday  Following 9am Mass  
 3-4:45pm 

Thursday   11-11:45am 

The St. Joseph Chapel is open for prayer 24 hours 
a day.

St. Michael Parish Office  (360) 754-4667
St. Michael Calvary     (360) 754-4667 ext 138 
Catholic Cemetery 
3850 Cleveland Ave. Tumwater, WA 
Steve Erickson, Cemetery Director  
St. Michael School    (360) 754-5131 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc.   Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm 
      (360) 352-7554
Clothing Bank      Tues  9-11:30am
                             Thur. 6:30-8pm
      Sat. 9-11am
Pregnancy Aid       (360) 956-7413  
      24 hr msg  
      M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm  
      Wed. 9am-Noon
St. Mike’s Tikes     (360) 586-1585

In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to all 
of us,  we gratefully acknowledge and salute:

Mary Trotter

Mary is quite the busy lady! She coordinates our  
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, is actively 
involved in the Prayer Shawl ministry, and participates 
in the Moms’ Group as well. Mary has also been a 
long-time supplier of meals to the Men’s and Womens’s 
shelters, plus worked in the Community Kitchen and 
helped with food for funerals. She’s also been an 
altar server, a bible study facilitator, a Sacramental 
Prep catechist, and even a Tribunal Advocate.

With deep gratitude we thank you, Mary!
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saturday, february 7, 2015
archbishop j. peter sartain

fr. bryan dolejsi
fr. gary zender

sr. mary eucharista
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