
Saint Michael Parish
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES: 

Downtown: 
 Monday - Thursday: Noon 
 Friday & Saturday: 9AM  
 Saturday Vigil: 5PM,  
 Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:30AM, 5PM

Westside Chapel: 

 1st & 3rd Thursday: 6:30AM 
 Sunday: 8:30AM, 10:30AM

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Thursday: 11:00AM  
Saturday: 10AM, 3PM

PASTOR: Fr. Jim Lee 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. Brian Thompson 
DEACONS: 
 Rob Rensel 
 Ronnie San Nicolas 
 John Bergford
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Nancy Leone
Lela Mae LaBouff
LaBouff Family
Virgil Hamblin
John W. Plott
Betty Kostecka
Tonya Hylton
Christel Repp
Carla Garner
Rosie Scott
Matthew Benoit & Family
Frank Petrino
Fred Aube
John Peterson
Cindy Preuss
Joy Beland
Dottie LaGant 
Marvyl & Family
Margaret Wach
Theresa Jess
Briana Zander
Lisa Marie Zander
Don Jenner
Kathleen Downey
John McKillip
Janet Brown
Pat & Ginny O’Neil
Stephanie Smith
Gene Putscher
Cleo Dearing
Frank Goldsmith
Art Mead
Matthew Krug
Marty & Elaine Gideon & Fam
Dorothy Wendler
Tara Whetstone
Jerry Neal
Sam Camperi
Rose Finley
Victoria Erskine
Tom Ragan
Lou Jessen

Whitney Johnson
Peter Argeris and Family
John Kupper
Paul Krech
James Sharp
Todd Sharp
Brandon Sharp
Miranda Sharp
Betty Blue
Kathy Isoz
Arturo Pacheco
Jan Putnam
Cathy Austin
Kathy Pool
Mary Wallace
Donald Shawver
Jolane Zander
Tom Roth
Julie Larsen
Dorothy Krumpos
Ryan & Harmony Davis
Medard Hoa Le
Pat & John Turk
Judy Sinclair
Doris Smith
Rita Canova
Donald Spieles
June Francis
Robert Hauth
Rosanne Burns
Kellen McCauley
Linda Milano
Sonny Cabotage
Sonja Ybarra
Shirley Johnson
CE Redfield
Robert Brown
Elizabeth Magee
Carole Robbins
Diana Holland
Mary Vail

To submit prayer requests, call the Parish Office at (360) 754-4667  
or submit your request via our website under the Contact menu.

If you or someone you know is homebound and  
wishes to receive Holy Communion, please call  

Benedetta Reece at (360) 292-7143 or Dcn. Terry Barber 
at Sacred Heart Parish at (360) 491-0890.

February 8
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 COr 9:16-
19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39
February 9
Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56
February 10
Gn 1:20-2:4A/Mk 7:1-13
February 11
Gn 2:4B-9, 15-17/Mk 
7:14-23

February 12
Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30
February 13
Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37
February 14
Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10
February 15
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 
10:31-11:1/Mk 1:40-45

Please Pray for:

Readings:

2/9 MONDAY

9:00am - Les Janz U

2/10 TUESDAY

12Noon - Ekins Family

2/11 WEDNESDAY

12Noon - Marsha & Donald Warner U

2/12 THURSDAY 

12Noon - Deceased Members of 
the Legion of Mary

U

2/13 FRIDAY

9:00am - Julie Brown U

11:00am - Mass at Mother Joseph

2/14 SATURDAY

8:00am - Louise Kaech U

5:00pm - Anna Roi Nguyen U

2/15 SUNDAY

7:30am - Joy Wohleb U

8:30am - Les Janz U WS

9:30am - Mike Hunt U

10:30am - Thomas & Lillian Gould WS

11:30am - Joan Mordaunt U

5:00pm - People of St. Michael Parish

Mass Schdule & Intentions (WS - West Side)

prayer list mass schedule & intentions readings

Office Closure: The parish office will be closed on  
February 9, 15 and 16!
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February 8, 2015  
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eucharistic Congress 2015: Thank You Everyone.
It is Monday, February 2nd as I write this column. I do not know how the Eucharistic Congress will actually 
unfold, but I have confidence and trust that God will have once again done wonders in our midst. Therefore 
I want to thank Michelle Clinton, Steward for Liturgy, the Spiritual Life and Worship Commission, Deacon 
John Bergford and his wife Leanne, our Steward for Faith Formation and her colleagues, the Faith Formation 
Commission, our School Principal Connor Geraghty, teachers and staff as well as all who assisted in any way 
to make this such a transforming event. I will have more thanks and highlights next week.

Welcome, Jeff:
Jeffrey Moore, seminarian for the Archdiocese of Seattle, who is presently studying at Mundelein Seminary in 
Chicago is now with us until May 6. Please take an opportunity to welcome him and make him feel at home. 
You’ll be seeing lots of him during his Pastoral Internship with us. What a blessing it is to have him here.

Pastor’s Review:
As I mentioned for the past two weeks, the Office of Vicar for Clergy is doing a review of my ministry as I near 
the end of the sixth year of my third term as pastor. They have asked for your input. There is a link on our 
website to a short survey that I ask you to take time to complete. The Vicar for Clergy will compile a report 
that will offer me your insights so that I can better serve God and you, the folks of St. Michael Parish and the 
wider Church of the Archdiocese. Thank you for your time in doing this.

Financial Peace University:
We presently have three groups working their way through the Baby Steps to financial freedom and the 
Stewardship of God’s gifts. After our EMPOWERED! program last winter, I keep hearing success stories of 
folks gaining control over their money instead of money, worry and anxiety controlling them. It is so important 
that we allow the biblical principles of stewardship to drive out and destroy the demon of debt that ravages 
marriages and families. If you haven’t been part of FPU or need to refocus, please consider being part of our 
next series beginning after Easter. Learn the God-given tools to financial freedom.

Ash Wednesday, February 18th:
Energized and strengthened by the Eucharistic Congress, we are now sent forth to share the gifts we have 
been so generously given by God. We have prepared simple invitation cards to give out at work, to neigh-
bors, friends, family members or to post at your childcare center, supermarket bulletin board or wherever. 
They have all the Mass times for Ash Wednesday, a day when many, many people who do not regularly come 
to Mass on Sundays come because something stirs within them. Please assist these seekers in finding a place of 
welcome and an encounter with Jesus Christ, their Savior. You may be the Gospel that they need to hear.

Rice Bowl, Soup Suppers, Stations of the Cross and Confession:
To enrich our Lenten journey, we are focusing our Lent once again through the lens of the Rice Bowl. Soup 
Suppers have returned and Fr. Brian and I will available more often for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We 
will have more information in next week’s bulletin. Let us pray that this may be very blessed Lent.

40Th Anniversary Pilgrimage: Shrines Of Central Europe – from Vienna, through Poland, to Vilnius –  
October 5-16, 2015
I am pleased to announce this special pilgrimage to the homeland of Saints Pope John Paul II, Sr. Faustina 
and Fr. Maximillian Kolbe. The all-inclusive cost is about $3,650 pp/dbl. We are having an informational  
gathering on Sunday, March 1 at 1pm in the Multipurpose Room of the Parish Center. There is a $100 deposit 
if you would like to reserve a spot. Please call the Parish Office to get on the list. We hope to have 40-45 
pilgrims.

In Christ, I love you, 

pastor’s notebook
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“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a 
deserted place, where he prayed.”

There are scores of instances in the Four Gospels that 
indicate Jesus praying. He often would go off alone 
to pray, but He also prayed with others publicly; He 
prayed before He made a choice, before He healed 
someone, and He was just as likely to pray after as well.

St. Paul exhorts us to “pray constantly, never ceasing.” 
Jesus perhaps more than any other fulfilled this  
admonition. He provides to us the perfect example of 
both how we should pray and in what ways. Prayer is at 
the foundation of our faith; it is at the core of a stew-
ardship way of life. Developing an ongoing, consistent, 
and active prayer life is paramount for each of us.

Prayer not only indicates our constant awareness of 
God, but it enhances our lives, and is an indication of 
our total trust in God. Trust in God is also an important 
facet of stewardship. Knowing that we are in God’s 
hands and in His care is what strengthens us and 
allows us to make the commitment Jesus has asked us 
to make. One of Jesus’ final prayers is one which offers 
us the suggestion of how we need to approach life: 
“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.”

- Read more at: www.thecatholicsteward.com.

Pastoral Year 2014-2015
Donations Received as of February 1, 2015

Sunday Stewardship $41,081

Online Giving $20,670

Sunday Loose Donations $1,352

Holy Days $25

Youth (Little House) $103

Total Offertory Collection Received $63,231

Year to Date Received $1,794,881

Year to Date Needed for Budget $1,675,740

Amount Ahead of Goal $119,141

Debt Reduction (Pink Envelopes) $1,422 $45,879

treasure

stewardship

FEBRUARY 18

MASS TIMES
6:30am, 9:00am, NooN 

5:30pm, 7:30pm

Remember to bring in your old palms and drop them 
in the basket in the Gathering Space if you’d like 
them burned for Ash Wednesday ashes! 
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Prime Timers Retreat
Understanding & Accepting the 
Redemptive Value of Suffering

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
9am-4pm 
St. Placid Priory
500 College Street NE,  
Lacey, WA 98516

Cost:  $10 - Continental breakfast 
and lunch included

Fr. Brian Thompson and Dcn. 
John Bergford lead this day  
retreat based on St. John Paul 
II’s Salvifici Doloris (“On the 
Christian Meaning of Human 
Suffering”).

Print and fill out a registration  
form at www.saintmichaelparish.
org/prime-timers/ or pick up a 
pamphlet at the Parish Office. 

Prime Timers Brunch

Sunday, February 15 - 11:30am

Chamber’s House Restaurant at 
Panorama City: 1751 Circle Ln SE, 
Lacey. Call to sign up.

Ida Van Ausdal  
(360) 705-4017  
(before noon Saturday, Feb. 14, 
or sign up at the retreat)

Elizabeth Lyons, 
Steward for Sacramental Prep 
(360) 292-7119 
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org 

parish happenings

Olympia Cursillo/ Ultreya

The Cursillo Movement introduces 
Piety, Study and Action as a way 
of life for the new Cursillista to 
be shared with other Cursillistas 
at weekly group meetings and 
monthly Ultreyas. Come share 
your spirituality with us at our 
next Ultreya.

Tuesday February 10, 7-8:30pm 
Parish Center Room 6

Larry Holt  
(360) 754-4310

Bill Hine  
(360) 923-0244

Contemplative Retreat

Saturday, February 28, 2015
8:45 AM to 2:30pm
Saint Michael Westside Chapel

The Contemplative Community 
at St. Michael invites those with 
an established silent contempla-
tive practice of at least 3 months 
to a silent, intensive, contempla-
tive retreat.

The day will be conducted in 
silence except for community 
prayer readings. An optional 
shared refreshment gathering 
follows. 

Registration is required. There is 
no cost for the retreat. We look 
forward to sharing this precious 
time in silence with you.

Chris Marlowe 
marlocjm@q.com

40 Days For Life
February 18th - March 29, 2015

if not you, who?                                                 
if not now, when?

Kick-Off at Sacred Heart Parish in 
Lacey on Tuesday, February 17 
at 8pm in the church with prayer, 
talks, and adoration.

Unite in prayer and fasting with 
other people of faith to end 
abortion!

Tom Hruska 
(360) 561-5548 
hruska@wwdb.org

Mission trip to Juarez, Mexico
April 5-12, 2015

Join Deacon John Bergford and 
others for a one week mission 
trip to the Holy Spirit Center in 
Juarez, Mexico.  Cost is $675, 
including airfare. This is a mission 
trip to one of the poorest areas 
in Mexico.  It is open to all adults 
and teens with a heart for service. 
Adult and youth applications avail-
able at the parish office. Signup 
time is limited!

John Terranova  
(360) 292-7108 

Dcn. John Bergford  
(360) 280-4281  
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Friday Nights 7 – 8:30pm  
in the Gathering Space

Ages 18-30
Goal: Christ Our Life & Love

February 13 - Holy Hour and 
Mardi Gras celebration! 

Elizabeth Lyons  
(360) 292-7119  
elyons@saintmichaelparish.org

parish happenings

Penguin leaders are ready!  

Last day to sign up for a Lent 
small group!

Grow in faith and fellowship this 
Lent.  Groups meet once a week 
during the six weeks of Lent, 
beginning the week of Feb 15.  
Choose a group from our website 
or form a group of your own.  Be 
transformed!  More info available 
on the Good News stand and the 
parish website. 

saintmichaelparish.org/learn/small-
groups 
Diane Steinbrecher 
smp.smallgroups@gmail.com

Bread for the World Sunday

The weekend of February 22nd, 
Beyond JustFaith (BJF) ministry 
is joining thousands of churches 
across the country to celebrate 
Bread for the World Sunday by 
conducting a letter writing cam-
paign after all weekend Masses. 
This campaign is one of Bread for 
the World’s initiatives encouraging 
churches and other groups to 
write letters to their members of 
congress. The long term goal is 
to end hunger by 2030. For more 
information on the “Offering of 
Letters” go to the BFW web site. 

Please note that you do not have 
to be 18 or older to sign letters! 
Everyone can contribute. We 
are all called as Jesus’s disciples 
to work for justice for hungry 
people.

www.bread.org/help/

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
The Way of the Atrium?

We continue to ponder the 32 
“Points of Reflection” to describe 
the CGS ministry by its  
founders over 60 years ago.  
Here is another:

The atrium is a place of prayer 
in which work and study sponta-
neously become meditation,  
contemplation and prayer.

Interested in learning more? We’re  
taking names for those interested 
in forming a book group! 

Marry Trotter 
(360) 292-7194 
mtrotter@comcast.net

Thank you for your faithful, ongoing 
support. We offer financial assis-
tance to those neighbors who 
need help with bills like rent, heat, 
water, and prescription medicines. 
You make our work possible. 

Today is our monthly collection, 
the 2nd weekend of the month. 
Donations can also be delivered 
to our business office behind the 
Donation Center during business 
hours, 1-3pm Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays.

Help us to stay in touch with you!

Keep up with what’s happening in 
the parish by signing up to receive 
occasional emails from us.

Please visit our website at  
www.saintmichaelparish.org or our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/saintmichaelparish and add 
your email address to our mailing 
list. We hate spam, too, and won’t 
abuse your trust nor share your 
address with anyone. 
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Anuncio

El Padre Brian Thompson de 
párroco asociado de St. Michael 
celebra la misa de español. La 
misa sigue programada el segundo 
martes del mes.  

10 de febrero, 2015  

Confesiones a las 6:30pm y Misa 
a las 7pm en la Capilla San José.  
Están cordialmente invitados 
a asistir y después disfrutar de 
refrescos.

Fr. Brian Thompson will celebrate 
the next Spanish Mass in the St.  
Joseph Chapel on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 10 with Reconciliation at 
6:30pm and Mass at 7pm. Please 
join us for a small reception after-
wards in the Gathering Space.

Jane Villanueva 
(360) 489-0895  
mjvillanueva44L@comcast.net

parish happenings

Children’s Corner

Banners, oils, incense, even holy 
pictures can be part of the  
procession. People carry all of 
these and sometimes hold them 
high for us to see. The deacon 
often carries the Book of the 
Gospels. He will proclaim God’s 
Word in the Gospel.

Find out more about  
becoming Roman Catholic 

Are you interested in finding out 
more about the Catholic Church 
or becoming Catholic?

Whether you were baptized in 
another Christian tradition or 
have never been baptized and 
are exploring Christianity for the 
first time, come to our Inquiry 
Sessions!

Inquiry Sessions Winter 2015

Feb. 11     Moral Decisions 
Feb. 25   Sacraments 
Mar. 4      Mary, Mother of God

Sessions are held at 7pm in  
Gathering Space room 2. No 
strings attached! Find out how 
we can serve you in your faith 
journey.

Debs Dugan, Steward for RCIA
(360) 754-4667 
ddugan@saintmichaelparish.org

Week 4 of FPU found our students 
on the road to dumping all debt 
by taking scissors to their credit 
cards, prioritizing their debt 
using the debt snowball, listing 
all their debts smallest to largest, 
and putting gazelle intensity to 
their efforts. We are so proud 
of our students and the steps 
they are taking to master their 
finances! Thank you all for your 
continued prayers.

Dave Ramsey tip of the day: 
The combined value of all your 
vehicles and motorized toys 
should not be more than half 
your annual income, even if they 
are paid off. Any more than that 
and you have too much money 
tied up in things that go down in 
value.

Faith-Based Support Groups

We offer support for those who are 
grieving and have a heavy heart.

Bridge of Hope: Offered twice per 
year in cycles of eight consecutive 
meetings for those grieving and 
carrying a heavy heart. We also 
offer one to one support for those 
unable to come to group meetings.

Addiction: If you or a loved one 
suffer from any kind of addiction 
please join us. Meetings are held 
the third Tuesday of the month, 
6:30 to 8:30pm in Gathering Space 
Room 3.

Miscarriage and loss of infant: 
Date and time to be scheduled.

Whether present events brought 
grief to you or you are carrying the 
pain of grief from long ago; Wheth-
er faith brings you support while 
grieving or whether grief causes 
your faith to tremble, please join us. 

We gather to learn about the grief 
process, to support one another, 
and to share our thoughts and 
feelings, sustained by our faith and 
enlightened by Christ. All meetings 
are FREE. No need to be a parishio-
ner to attend. 

Bene Reece  
(360) 292-7143  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org
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50th Annual Crab Feed
Sponsored by the Holy Name Society 

Sacred Heart Parish 
Hallen Hall 
812 Bowker St. SE, Lacey

Friday, February 13 at 6pm

Cost $30.00  All you can eat                                         
Roast Beef also served

Beer & wine included with meal 
No tickets sold at the door

John Huff 
(360) 273-9855 
jn13_1_16@hotmail.com

community happenings

Dr. Tom Curran in Chehalis 
Thursday, March 19th, 7pm

In this engaging presentation, Dr. 
Curran will break open the idea 
of spiritual warfare in a way that is 
easy to understand, applicable to 
your daily life, and based on  
scripture and our Catholic tradition. 
Come and learn how to identify 
true spiritual warfare in yourself 
or a loved one and receive tools 
that will help you fight the battles 
that can keep you from growing, 
finding joy and excelling in life. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
receiving freedom and victory in 
the battles that you face. For Jesus 
wants us all to be “more than con-
querors because of Him Who has 
loved us (Rm 8:37).

St. Joseph Catholic Church  
682 SW Cascade St. 
Chehalis

A free-will collection will be taken.
Childcare is provided. 

St. Placid Priory Benedictine  
Vocation Discernment

February 28 - March 1
Saturday 9am - Sunday 12:30pm

Come join the Sisters to listen to 
your call from Scripture and hear 
about Benedictine community 
from the Prologue of the Rule of 
Benedict. Experience being with 
the Sisters for reflection time, 
prayer, dialogue, work and  
leisure. If you are a Catholic  
single woman discerning whether  
you have a vocation to the 
Benedictine way of life, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to share 
in community life with the Sisters 
of St. Placid Priory, 500 College 
Street NE in Lacey.

Register by prior Friday; No fee.

Sister Lucy Wynkoop  
360-438-2595  
lucywynkoop@gmail.com

Are you currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces or an honorably 
discharged veteran of the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, National Guard or the WWII Merchant Marines?  If you are now 
serving, are a veteran or related to a veteran of any era and are a  
baptized Catholic, you are invited to join the Catholic War Veterans.  

The CWVA is a non-profit organization whose members dedicate them-
selves to nourishing veterans and their families, supporting youth 
programs, and promoting love of country and love of their Catholic faith. 
Please take an opportunity to read about CWVA and its members at 
www.cwv.org. We’d love to start a post at St. Michael Parish. Interested? 

Bene Reece 
(360) 292-7143  
breece@saintmichaelparish.org 

Misa de Sanación

Padre Tim Ilgen y Padre Francisco 
Cancino, Jueves 12 de Febrero 
del 2015 a las 7pm. Alabanza y 
Música de Adoración empieza a 
las 6:45pm - Parroquia San José, 
682 SW Cascade Street, Chehalis 

The JPII Experience!

Come experience life at JPII. 
Meet our exceptional faculty,  
interact with students, and engage 
in JPII’s advanced curriculum and 
cutting-edge technology.

February 11, 2015 - 6:30pm
Or call for your personal tour today!

5608 Pacific Ave. SE, Lacey
(360) 438-7600
www.popejp2hs.org
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parish happeningsyouth ministry

NO LIFE NIGHT TONIGHT!
NEXT WEEK, Feb. 15: Fight! 

Our night will bring to light the 
real spiritual battle between 
good (God) and evil (Satan) in 
our lives.

Chris Peterson, Steward for 
LifeTeen 
(360) 292-7106 
cpeterson@saintmichaelparish.org

Saturday, March 7 - EDGE Event

Archdiocese of Seattle Jr. High 
Rally. Day event with other  
middle schoolers in the arch- 
diocese. Great speakers and  
music, plus Mass at St. James 
Cathedral. 

NO EDGE TONIGHT!

NEXT WEEK, Feb. 15: Ashes to 
Ashes

Our night will help focus and 
enter deeper into the season of 
Lent.

Rachel Yabut, Steward for 
EDGE & Campus Ministry 
(360) 292-7137 
ryabut@saintmichaelparish.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015
9 AM - 1:30 PM

In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to all of us,   
we gratefully acknowledge and salute:

Bill Hiblar
Bill serves as a Sacristan and Extraordinary Minister of Holy  

Communion. He’s also been an Altar Server for many years, along with 
spending many hours before the Blessed Sacrament in Adoration. Bill is  
active in the Knights of Columbus, helps with funeral luncheons, works 

with the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, and even does landscaping!

With deep gratitude we thank you, Bill!

time & talent salute
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The mission of St. Michael Catholic Community:

Place God First in all things; 
Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
Grow in Holiness through Prayer, Sacraments,  
and Service.

Downtown Church 
1055 Boundary St SE 
Olympia, WA 98501

Saturday Vigil  5pm  
Sunday Mass  7:30, 9:30, & 11:30am 
LifeTeen Mass   5pm
Weekday Mass: (See pg. 1 for schedule changes) 
Monday - Thursday 12noon  
Fridays & Saturdays  9am 

Westside Chapel 
1835 Overhulse Rd NW 

Olympia, WA 98502

Sunday Mass  8:30am & 10:30am
Vietnamese Mass 1:30pm 
2nd Sunday of the Month
Weekday Mass: 
1st & 3rd Thursday  6:30am

Reconciliation (Downtown Only):

Saturday  Following 9am Mass  
 3-4:45pm 

Thursday   11-11:45am 

The St. Joseph Chapel is open for prayer 24 hours 
a day.

St. Michael Parish Office  (360) 754-4667
St. Michael Calvary     (360) 754-4667 ext 138 
Catholic Cemetery 
3850 Cleveland Ave. Tumwater, WA 
Steve Erickson, Cemetery Director  
St. Michael School    (360) 754-5131 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc.   Mon, Wed, Fri  1-3pm 
      (360) 352-7554
Clothing Bank      Tues  9-11:30am
                             Thur. 6:30-8pm
      Sat. 9-11am
Pregnancy Aid       (360) 956-7413  
      24 hr msg  
      M, T, Th, Fri  2-4pm  
      Wed. 9am-Noon
St. Mike’s Tikes     (360) 586-1585

Happy New Year!  
Join us for our celebration of TET!

Tet Nguyen Dan, or Tet for short, is considered the 
biggest and most popular festival of the year for  
Vietnamese.  As the New Year begins and the old 
year is put to rest, all Vietnamese rejoice in their 
most important holiday - New Year.   

Tet is the time for us to thank God for the year of 
peace and to ask God to bless the upcoming New 
Year with happiness and prosperity.  Our festive day 
of prayer and celebration includes:
• Gathering to celebrate Mass and prayers for our 

ancestors, grandparents, parents and all. 
• Commemorating the birth of Christ and and giv-

ing thanks to God in gratitude for His nurturing 
us another year. 

• Praying to live happy, long lives, and for those 
who have died to be forgiven and reunited with 
God in heaven. 

• Asking God to bless us with faith-filled lives, to 
show filial piety towards God, our ancestors, our 
grandparents and our parents.  

Our celebration takes place at the 11:30am Mass on 
Sunday, February 15 (next Sunday!).

Traditionally, Tet also is the time for everyone to 
come  together to enjoy each other’s company, 
eat special holiday dishes, give gifts, and shoot off 
firecrackers to welcome the New Year! A good Tet 
promises a good year ahead!  After Mass, we will 
gather outside the Parish Center and continue the 
celebration with firecrackers and watch the dragon 
dance before entering the building.  The celebration 
will continue in the school gym with more entertainment 
and foods such as fried noodles, sticky rice, eggrolls, 
Vietnamese ham, fried chicken and dessert.  Please 
plan to join us!
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