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A message from our Pastor
“Well done, good and faithful servant.  Now enter into your master’s joy.” - Matt. 28:23

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus,

Blessings of grace and peace to each of you. It is a joy for me to share with you this Annual 
Report, which covers our Sacrificial Giving and Pastoral Activities from July 1, 2013-June 
20, 2014. As you can imagine, these pages give only a minimal overview of the over 100+ 
ministries of our parish and the thousands of people they touch on any given day, week, 
month or year. We:

• Educate and spiritually form our children in our school and our faith formation classes.  
• Prepare couples for the sacrament of Marriage and children for Baptism.  
• Offer childcare for many activities so that parents can deepen their faith. We offer 

Sunday School for the little ones and Children’s Liturgy of the Word each Sunday.
• Prepare familes for the sacraments of Reconciliation and first Holy Communion. 
• Offer EDGE and LifeTeen to engage our middle and high school youth in a personal 

relationship with God so they may more fully discover their Catholic faith and the 
richness of the Church. 

• Work for two years preparing our teens for Confirmation.
• Celebrate our faith in the sacramental life of the Church. Every Sunday, at seven 

Masses, five Downtown and two at the Westside Chapel (three when our Vietnam-
ese Community celebrates), over 250 parishioners assist in various ways such as 
hospitality, sacristans, musicians and cantors, altar servers, lectors and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion.

• Send forth faithful parishioners who bring Holy Communion to our sick, elderly and 
homebound every day of the week.

• Vigil and pray 24/7 in Eucharistic Adoration.
• Reach out in loving service, as Jesus commanded, through numerous ministries that 

seek to be the hands and feet, eyes and heart of Jesus present in the world.

All of this and more is made possible through our financial stewardship. Your generosity 
in sharing a portion of what God gives you enables us to fulfill the mission of our parish. 
Your generosity and involvement are essential to the vitality of St. Michael Parish.

I am very grateful for those of you who are such faithful stewards of your time, talents and 
treasure. May God bless you abundantly with peace, love and joy. May you be a light to 
others in our parish. Share your story of giving. Invite others to follow. Be light. Enter into 
your master’s joy.

With a grateful heart, in Christ, I love you.



PY2014 at a glance:

74 Baptisms

5 Professions of faith

76 First Holy Communions

83 Confirmations

26 Weddings

1 Ordination to Transitional Deaconate

240 Children enrolled in Parish School

160 Children attended Vacation Bible 
School

82 Families enrolled in F.A.I.T.H.

50+ Small Faith Sharing Groups

2,249 Registered households

6,403 Registered individuals

191 Eucharistic Ministers

85 Lectors

141 Altar Servers

32 Sacristans

70 Choir members

112 Catechists

117 Participants in Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word

$358,968 donated to others (cash and 
in-kind)

$20,000 donated in  
neighboring school  
subsidy to Pope John  
Paul II High School for  
scholarships to parish 
families

Growing an Engaged Church
Member Engagement 25 (ME25) is a Gallup tool that 
we used to survey parishioners in 2010 and 2012.   
Parishioners were asked to rate their level of agree-
ment or disagreement with 25 statements designed to 
measure the degree to which they are engaged in the 
parish, are spiritually committed, and are satisfied with 
life.  For the past two years,  the Pastoral Council chose 
to focus on four of the twelve measures of member  
engagement, two on which we had high scores, and 
two with lower scores. They are:

I know what is expected of me.

My spiritual needs are met.

I have the opportunity to do what I do best.

Someone encourages my spiritual development.

The Pastoral Council asked our Councils and Com-
missions to identify goals and actions that would  
focus their work and raise our scores in these four  
areas.  They each worked diligently to devise an action 
plan for these four items.

You experienced the results of these plans when the 
Spiritual Life and Worship Commission taught us about 
sacred space reverence, when the School Commis-
sion emphasized Mass attendance and participation in 
Small Faith Sharing Groups, and during the Just One 
campaign presented by the Stewardship Council.

Using some of the precepts of the book Growing an 
Engaged Church by Albert Winseman, the Pastoral 
Council will focus in 2015 on three specific actions that 
we believe offer the most opportunity to grow engage-
ment at Saint Michael Parish:

Clarify the expectations of membership.

Help members discover what they do best.

Continue the growth of small groups.

CELEBRATING PARISH LIFE

Place God first in all things,

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

Grow in holiness through prayer, sacraments, and service.

Place God first in all things,

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

Grow in holiness through prayer, sacraments, and service.

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH MISSION



Birthday Card Ministry

Bread & Roses

Clothing Bank

Community Kitchen

Detention Ministry

Food for Fathers

Funeral Reception Ministry

Giving Tree

Grief Support Group

Journey of the Heart Mission

Just Faith

Little Red School House

Men’s Shelter

Moms of Faith

Parish Nurse Ministry

Pastoral Care to Sick and  
Homebound

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Pregnancy Aid

Prime Timers

Sanctity of Life 

Shoulder to Shoulder

St. Vincent de Paul

Thurston County Food Bank

Women’s Shelter

YMCA “Other Bank”

Youth Migrant Project

Saint Michael Parish School
A Family of Families

Our Catholic elementary school, part of the Archdiocese of  
Seattle,  currently numbers about 240 students in Kindergarten 
through eighth grade.

The school’s tradition began with its founding in 1881 and continues 
proudly into this new millennium. We are accredited by the North-
west Association of Accredited Schools and by the Western Catholic 
Educational Association. We expect our students to:

• Live the Catholic Faith
• Demonstrate knowledge of Catholic history, Scripture and 

Tradition
• Practice Catholic values in daily life
• Model a life of Stewardship
• Participate actively in Mass, sacraments, and prayer

Some of the service projects last year found the kindergarten class 
making bean soup with ingredients from their garden for the Men’s 
Shelter. The kindergarten and first grade classes collected blankets 
and nickels for Pregnancy Aid. The third grade class participated 
in an early literacy program with the St. Mike’s Tikes (our on-site 
Catholic Community Services childcare program). And, students 
and their families delivered 70 Thanksgiving turkeys to families in 
our community. 

Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis 
Holy Mass in Mother Teresa Square 

(Tirana, 21 September 2014) 

“...each baptized person has his or her role to fulfil in the Church 
and in society. Each one must experience the call to dedicate 
themselves generously to the announcing of the Gospel and 
to the witness of charity; called to strengthen the bonds 
of solidarity so as to create more just and fraternal living 
conditions for all. Today, I have come to encourage you to 
cultivate hope among yourselves and within your hearts; 
to involve the young generations; to nourish yourselves 
assiduously on the Word of God, opening your hearts to 
Christ: his Gospel will show you the way! May your faith 
be joyful and bright; may you demonstrate that the en-
counter with Christ gives meaning to human existence, 
meaning to every man and woman. In the spirit of com-
munion among bishops, priests, consecrated persons 
and laity, I encourage you to bring vitality to your pastoral 

activities and to continuously seek new ways of making the 
Church present in society: do not be afraid to respond gen-

erously to Christ who invites you to follow him!”

OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
MINISTRIES
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Imagine what the people of 
Saint Michael Parish could do 
for the Kingdom of God if we 
were DEBT FREE!

On January 26, 2014 and con-
tinuing for nine weeks, the  
entire parish was invited to jour-
ney together as one Body of 
Christ through Financial Peace 
University.

Over 580 parishioners partici-
pated. The non-mortgage debt 

reported at the first meeting was well over $10 Million. By the 
end of the nine weeks, more than $806,000 in debt had been 
paid, using the skills learned in the class!

This year, two young adults, 
offered parish scholarships 
to attend an Archdiocese  
retreat, came forward and gave 
us checks in the full amounts, 
saying, “We took FPU!”

Small Faith Sharing Communities experienced meaningful 
growth this past year, both in the ministry itself and by those 
who participated. Our six week Advent session filled 25 homes 
throughout the Olympia area, serving over 200 small group mem-
bers, a record for the ministry! Spring brought another six week 
session. Rather than Lent, we met during the weeks between 
Easter and Pentecost. Although people were busier during this 
time of year, 21 groups with some 170 members were involved. 
Looking to the future, we’ve updated our registration method so 
members can browse on-line through group descriptions and 
choose their best fit. 



From a Heart of Gratitude...
The financials included in this report reflect the generosity of the people of St. 
Michael Parish and the good stewardship of this generosity by our staff and 
volunteers.

We have a large, active parish and it takes all of us doing our part to be able 
to make our parish a home in Christ. We do this in our worship, our school, 
our programs, our ministries, and our facilities. Our clergy work tirelessly to 
provide guidance and direction for our spiritual needs and growth. Our staff 
labor hard to enable our ministries to have the leadership, formation, support, 
materials and facilities needed for their work. Our ministry leaders give count-
less hours of time to ensure their ministries are impactful, whether a ministry 
of prayer, faith formation, liturgical, social outreach, pastoral support, evange-
lization or parish life. 

This all comes together, not because we are a wealthy parish, as many believe, 
but because we are a parish made up primarily of people who are generous 
and who acknowledge that all is a gift from God. This generosity is evident in 
regular offertory contributions, in our support of the Annual Catholic Appeal, 
in our donations to missionary appeals and in the continued donations to our 
“pink envelopes” for debt reduction.

We hope all of you know that your participation and generosity are greatly 
valued and appreciated, not only in our parish and community, but more im-
portantly, by God. If for some reason you have not yet participated by sharing 
your material resources, we recommend that you try it. You may be surprised 
how good it will make you feel. It feels good because when we give, we are 
doing what God expects us to do. As we all know, we can’t out-give God.

AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE

Generation Change 
(Financial Peace University) 

  110

Life Nights
90

Weekly Bible Study
7-8

EVENT  
ATTENDANCE

Fall 2013 Retreat
60 

Disciple of Light 
Retreats 

22
Steubenville Youth 

Conference
30 

May Service Retreat 
15

TNTT Youth  
Convention

30

AVERAGE  
ATTENDANCE

Generation Change  
(Financial Peace University) 

78

EDGE Nights 
65

EVENT  
ATTENDANCE

Fall 2013 Retreat
37 

Youth Migrant  
Project

29

How Should We Give?
We should give proportionately to how 
God has blessed us. The more we 
have, the more we should give.  

Many find it easier to decide how to  
respond  by determining what portion 
of the their income they should give 
and then dividing that into three cate-
gories: Church, Archdiocese and Other. 

For example, a family with $60,000  
income decides to give 10% ($6,000) 
for all charitable donations for the year.

 We would encourage a split for these 
gifts at 60% to the parish ($3,600), 10% 
($600) to the Annual Catholic Appeal 
and 30% ($1800) for other donations. 
This “other” category can include any 
number of charities and non-profits.

The Body of Christ
While we may feel that our  

parish is huge, remember that 
we are just a part of the whole 

Body of Christ!

• We are one of the 147 
parishes and missions in 
our Archdiocese and one of 
17,900 total parishes in the 
United States.

• The Archdiocese of Seattle 
is one of 208 dioceses in 
the U.S., and one of 8,673 
dioceses in the whole of the 
Catholic Church.

• Our parish has 6,579  
members; our diocese has 
872,000 Catholics, which is 
part of the total U.S. Catholic 
population of 319 million.
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All funds received in the Pink Envelopes (Debt Reduction) are applied 
directly to the principle balance on the parish loan. As of July 2, 2013 our 
loan balance was $623,932; as of June 30, 2014 our loan balance was 
$494,171.

Parish Grant to School - $451,628

The parish grant to the school is received through your gifts 
in the Sunday offertory and expensed via the various school 
programs.

PY2014 Source of Funds          PY2014 Actuals

SUNDAY OFFERTORY                     $2,904,854

SCHOOL TUITION                             $1,267,356

GIFT AND BUSINESS REVENUE        $350,975

DEBT REDUCTION REVENUE                $77,781

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM                $88,387

                                                              4,689,353

PY2014 Use of Funds

SALARIES & BENEFITS                     $2,848,186

SUPPLIES & PROGRAM                      $329,403

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM               $96,929

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE    $85,063

CONTRACTED SERVICES                  $200,879

BUSINESS & UTILITIES                         $415,914

ASSESSMENTS                                     $222,817

SCHOLARSHIPS-SCHOOL FAMILIES   $68,613

                                                           $4,267,804

First Fruits of Our Parish Income!
Beginning in 2001, we eliminated second collections! Instead, we tithe 10% of our Sunday offertory 
collections on those weekends when we would have taken up a special collection. We also support 
outreach in the community and in the Archdiocese. For Pastoral Year 2014, we finished the year having 
donated 12% of our income to others…a total of $358,963!

Your Gifts of Treasure 
...and how we used them

During the year, we spent more than 
$400,000 paying down our loan and 
improving our facilities, such as the pur-
chase and improvements of the lot at 
1066 Boundary St., technology upgrades 
thoughout the campus, storm drain  
repairs, intercom system repairs and secu-
rity upgrades in the school!



COMING NEXT YEAR

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015
9 AM - 1:30 PM

february 7, 2015
9 am - 5 pm
beginning with mass 
at 8 am and ending 
with mass at 5 pm

featured speakers:
• archbishop j. peter sartain
• fr. gary zender
• fr. bryan dolejsi
• sr. mary eucharista


