
St. Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2017 - Week 4     

      

        “Be watchful! Be alert!”         

 
To prepare for the next Small Faith Sharing Community you are invited to engage in the 
following process before you meet each week:   

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to hear God’s Word.  

• Choose a scripture passage, read it and sit quietly with the Word. 

• What moves you or attracts you in this reading?  

• Does anything cause resistance in you?  Do you know why?  

• Take a few minutes to respond in writing to the readings.   
 

Readings for the First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2017   
 
Reading 1: Isaiah 63: 16-17, 19 and 64: 2-7  
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 
Reading 2:  1 Corinthians 1: 3-9  
 
Gospel:  Mark 13: 33-37 
 
 
Questions  

► For personal reflection and/or group discussion: 
 
1. In what ways have you hardened your heart against God’s ways, His plans for your salvation? In what ways have 

you softened your heart, let yourself be clay? 
 
2. In what ways might you have spiritual gifts? Can you pray to God to nurture and use those gifts in you, for the 

good of His people? 

  
3. How will the returning Lord be welcomed? Will the servants (you) be doing their work? Or will fear and 

complacency cause a “slumber” in ministry? 
 
4. What is your greatest hope for Christmas? How does your hope match God’s? 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions courtesy of Holy Family Parish, Inverness IL 

And St. Michael Parish, Olympia, WA  

 

    An Invitation to Listen to God 
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Gospel:  Mark 13: 33-37   December 3, 2017   
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
"Be watchful! Be alert! 

You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'" 

    An Invitation to Listen to God 


