
St. Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2017 - Week 2   

      

           “Come Share Your Master’s Joy”                

 
To prepare for the next Small Faith Sharing Community you are invited to engage in the following 
process before you meet each week:   

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your mind and heart to hear God’s Word.  

• Choose a scripture passage, read it and sit quietly with the Word. 

• What moves you or attracts you in this reading?  

• Does anything cause resistance in you?  Do you know why?  

• Take a few minutes to respond in writing to the readings.   
 

Readings for the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 19, 2017   
 
Reading 1:  Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 128: 1-5 
 
Reading 2:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30 
 
 
Questions  

► For personal reflection and/or group discussion: 
 
1. Are the values of worthiness described in the 1st reading the same or different from the values our society holds 

today? Give examples. 
 
2. Paul exhorts the Thessalonians and us to stay alert and sober. Why is it important to do this? What does it take to 

do this? 

  
3. Fear caused the unprofitable servant to bury his talents. This parable tells us that there is no place for fear in God’s 

kingdom. Why is fear in opposition to our call to discipleship? 
 
4. What is the message that connects both the first reading and the Gospel? 

 
5. We all have God-given gifts.  What are your gifts and how do you share them on behalf of others in need?  What 

inhibits you from sharing them at times?  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Questions courtesy of Holy Family Parish, Inverness IL 

An Invitation to Listen to God 



St. Michael Parish Small Faith Sharing Group, Advent 2017 - Week 2   

     

           “Come Share Your Master’s Joy”                

 
Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30  November 19, 2017 

 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

"A man going on a journey 

called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 

To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one-- 

to each according to his ability.  

Then he went away. 

Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, 

and made another five. 

Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  

But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and buried his master's money. 
 

After a long time 

the master of those servants came back 

and settled accounts with them. 

The one who had received five talents came forward 

bringing the additional five.  

He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.  

See, I have made five more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

I will give you great responsibilities.  

Come, share your master's joy.' 

Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 

'Master, you gave me two talents.  

See, I have made two more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

I will give you great responsibilities. 

Come, share your master's joy.' 

Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,  

'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, 

harvesting where you did not plant 

and gathering where you did not scatter; 

so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.  

Here it is back.' 

His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 

So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant 

and gather where I did not scatter?  

Should you not then have put my money in the bank 

so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?  

Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  

For to everyone who has, 

more will be given and he will grow rich; 

but from the one who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away. 

And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'" 
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